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PREFACE* 



PR E F A C E. 

JL HISproiuSSon hears J& much thejiain^ 
.^ truths freedom and virtue^ fiat if isfur^ 
^>rizing; a work of fuck tharaSer hoi not yet 
teen tranflatedinto Engl^ and Imd before 
nation never wanting to countenance merit , ' 
wherever met mth. ^ autifr is a SwisSy 
and writes with the freedom heeoming a vir* 
tuous man^ iom in a eountryfirom whence iff* 
ierty^ virtue^ truth andfm^cky, have not 
yet hen exfeM ly offreffion^ vice^fiattery 
Mdkxuty. ^ efflaufi ff ids 0wn country 
andof Germafy has remkredfowr large im- 
frejfions necejfary ; to the loft of which the 
nuthor made imj^ant additions. JiheFrenchp 
a peopk not eafi^ ^leafed in works of thif 
nature^ have read this ferformancey tranflated 
into their lanpfage, with diftinguffied 4^r^ 
bfltion ; and fome of their capital zvriteri 

have iefhmd tkrir ammums ^n it. . V, 

this 



W PR E F A C B. 

SrXw is /aid not with a wiew toprepojfejs 

^ur Englt/h readers in its favour^ but to n^ 

firain thofe critics^ who often condemn magi" 

Jler tally and without enquiry whatever car* 

ries a foreign airjjirom pronouncing ju^merU 

till thty have read and examined it. Impaf- 

tidl judges y we make no doubt ^ willy onpe* 

rufal of this work, find it to abound with 

Jler ling fenfe and judicious fintiments ; and 

although it may pojfibfy appear to difadvaw- 

tage in the tranflationy there will however 
JHll remain fome of the majlerly Jlrokes of our 

author y however weakened through the tranf 

fufion of Kis original ideas into Engli/h expref-^ 

fions. * . 

* Bui what gives us the bejl-grounded Iwpes 

of the fuccefs of this publication is derived 
from our author'' s aim to combat prejudice^ 

and to promote, thecaufi of liberty andvir- 

tucj which ha^ always fmnd the mofi nu-* 

merousdnd rnojl zealous friends in the think*, 

ing part of this great and wealthy Nation. 
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NATIONAL PRIDE. 



CHAP. I. 

Of national Pride in general. 

Jl^ O foible fo common as pf ide. From 
the throne.to the cottage, every one con- 
ceits himfelf, in feme point or other^ 
above his fellow creatures, and looks down 
on all but himfclf with a kind of haughty 
compai&on. 

Self-conceit is the medium through 
which every nation views the reft of the 
world, and individuals prepoflefled with 
the notion of the fuperior advantages and 
<Iiialities of their nation, affume to them- 
fclres, a pcrfonal fuperrority. Every pec* 

B pie. 



4 NATIONAL ?RIDE. 

ple^ whatever its political confideratioii) 
number, extent, or flrength be, value* it- 
felf on fome fuppofed peculiar excellence, 
and is apf to view every thing relative to 
honour, differently from its realflate, both 
in itfelf and othjers, as if humilky, which 
forbids attributing to purfelves more than 
we are really poiTeiTed of^ and equity, 
^hich enjoins giving every one the praife 
due to them, were virtues belonging to 
another world. A powerful king may in- 
deed conquer a fmall republic, but will 
never bring it to be humble. He may de- 
prive it of all its wealth, of every thing j 
but their good opinion of themfelves will 
rcnxaim The Dojgc of Genoa, who had 
the bondur of aflcing Lewis the XI Vth's 
pardon at Verfailles, for having laid in 
afhes, by a bombardment, the capital of 
that repjiblic, faw nothing in the court of 
that m^gnificejat prince^ (b remarkable as 
tie Doge of Genoa. 

The adyjitxtages X)f a najtJon are either 
imaginary or j^l. To attribute to jtfelf 

great 



NATIONAL PRIDE. j 

great advantages, of which it is not poC- 
fefled, is arrogance ; and too high a fenfe 
of its re^l merit begets pride. This fenfe 
is fprnetimes very well founded, and as 
fiich, is termed a noble pride ; whereas, 
there is no noble arrogance, this ever de- 
noting a falfe and exceffive value of our- 
felves. S:flf-efteem generally proceeds 
from a fenfe of our own imaginary or real 
•worth; contempt of others, from a pre- 
judioe^againft their real or imaginary de- 
feiSs. National pride arifes from the par- 
tial comparifon which a nation makes be« 
tween its real or imaginary advantages, 
and in which it conceits other nations de- 
. ficient. ♦ 

. The fubje£l of this work requires free- 
:dom of judgment ; and an atten(ioti to 
. equity is no lefs neceffarv to avoid giving 
any reafonable caufe of compla rit. To 
attack men in the tendereiV point, to de- 
lineate the ridicules of the mod conft* 
derable nations in (Irong flrokcF, to lay 
defore the reader a candid feries of re«- 

B z ficdiont 



'4 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

fle<Slions and accounts of knen, their axC- 
toms and morals, drawing afide the delu- 
five veil of prejadice, yet to give no of- 
fence, and obferving an equal diftance 
from fervile flattery, as from petulant fa- 
tyr, muft be acknowledged no flight af- 
fair. 

Mistakes, indeed, are unavoidable ; I 
:may indicate the ridicule of a nation with 
a ftroke, perhaps taken only from a fing^e 
individual of that nation. Yet, on that 
account, to reproach nie with' drawing 
general inferences, and making a whole 
people anfwerable for the failings of indi- 
viduals, would be doing me great wrong; 
and I promife myfelf, that in fxpoflng the 
real ridicules of a people, I £ball not incur 
the difpleafure bf the moft efteemable 
part of that nation, nor of any perfon of 
merit* 

Every country aflbrds eminent charac- 
ters of all kinds,' and one fcope of thSs 
vtry work is to fufiport the well^-groundied 
claims of all "nalions, to^fometlegreeof 

eflecm 



NATIONAL PRIDE. 5 

efteem againft .the (elfiQi exclusion palTed 
on them by the ignorance and conceit of 
ptbiers. I love perfons of merit, \^hat» 
ever be their nation or their religion, and 
pride myfelf in the friendfhip of fuch ^ 
but this does not hinder me from qtU'^ 
f^r'mgj as ridiculous, what .is really {o^ 
among tbe/generality of that nation.; as, 
for inftance., of the Spaniards, It wouI4 
lijc^wife, by no.in^ans, be forming a com-? 
mendable idea of my real way of thipk- 
ingi and even of the tenor of my whole 
life, to fuf^ofe that I have an averfion to 
the Ehglifh^ whom I in reality hold to bq 
the wx>rthieA nation under the fun ; anct 
yet I {haU bring a long bill againft them» 
Amidft all my cenfur^s^ I heartily lov^ 
the French, arul for many have an unre* 
ferved efteem. The wit of th« Italians^ 
^d the vivacity of their paifipns, are like- 
wife a fund of infinite entertainment to. 
me : yet none of thcfe nations do I fpare. 

But commend me to a Parid revirwery 
whp advances, that I am perpetually 

B 3 gi-ving^ 



6 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

giving my readers caufe to Animadvert o« 
me, as not having extended my cenforftiip 
to all nations ; that had I been pkafed 
only to have caft an impartial eye on the 
ways of the world within my fight, my 
own dear .Germany would have ofFered in- 
fiances of that ridiculous piide^ about 
which I make fuch a rout, when occur- 
fing to me among the French, the Spa- 
niards, the £ngli£h, or any other na* 
tion f. 

So fevere a fentence* calls for a little 
corre£tion. Too many fingle' inftances of 
pride, I acknowledge, are met with in the 
German ^niverfities, the Imperial cities, 
the GenxKin nobility,' and in every thing 
elfe in Germany; yet inftances of a filly 
national ptide can hardly be faid to fwarm 
in a nation which defpifes the fabrics and 
works of its own artifts, is the firft to 



f The author is a native of Switzerland. In 
fr^ch, r§*vtr s la i>uife, is, to think on nothing, 

ridicule 
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NATIONAL PRIDE/ 7 

ridicule its own poets, readily draws its 
purfe-ftrings at the powerful temptation 
^ of a foreign piece of workmanfhip, and 
even cannot fufSciently exprefs its admi- 
ration of foreign literati, except now and 
then a flirt at the lumpiflincfs of the 
Siviffers j but who minds fo petty a people 
as they ? With what face could I have 
charged the efteemable Germans with na^ 
tional pride, only on a few appearances of^ 
any fuch thing, and thofe equivocal, when 
one of the moft learned men of our age 
taxes them with the want of this ufeful 
folly, as a national failing, and not a 
fknder one. This gentleman, in the pre- 
face to an HtftBry of the Frogs^ fays, 
** There is in Europe a great nation, out-^' 
doing all others for induftry and labori- 

oufnefs, and equally fertile in men of in-sr 
vention and genius J little addldcd to^vo^ 

luptuous pleafures } and, for valour, ri- . 
valing, if not furpafling^ the moft valiant ; 
yet this fame people, wiih all their endow- 
ments and advantages, fecms blind to its 

B 4 ^w« 



a NATIONAL PRIDE. 

own worth, defpifing itfelf, praifing, pur- 
chafing, and imitating only what is fo- 
reign. It imagines, that in apparel, fopd^. 
and buildings, there can be ik) elegance^ 
or exquifitenefs, unlefs cook, wines, tay*. 
lor, fluffs, and architedl be foreign ; and, 
beiides the exceflive coft, thefe artizana. 
and materials chiefly come from the coun--^ 
try of a natural enemy. This fame in-» 
fatuaJ^ed nation farther confines its praife. 
to the wit, uniierftanding, erudition . and . 
genius of foreigners. Foreign poets, and 
f(ireign painters, alone meet with encou- 
ragement j and foreign hiftories, without. 
jVidg>nent,.ftiIe,,ort truth', bear the palm ;. 
very feldom do bo^kfellers complain of a 
fo/eign book being a feopJceeper* 

Of this well-meant reproach,. I leave 
the. difiiaiflian to ojthers.. AH that remains.. 
for me now is, to inform that Parifiaa 
eenfor, thai 1 am no German,., though tcx 
bim I may fecm to write like one ; yet am. 
I beliind no German, iji terming every 
neighbour Auftrian or Swabian Efquire^. 
(iradGus Lordy that is, in offering up my 

libertv 



NATIONAL PRIDE. ^ 

liberty at the altar of a deity, to whom* 
my compliment is ait oblation o£ a very^ 
fweet favour. 

CHAP. ii;. 

Of the pride of indtviduah anddijltn^i claffet 

of men^. 



F 



O L L y^ fways the fceptre of this 
world ; and we all. more or lefs, wear her 
livery, her fools caps, and the enfigns of 
her order. Vanity is a general weak nefu.. 
Moft people entertain too conceited ideas 
of themfelves, and value others only zi rc- 
fimbling themfelves. 

Men are proud, and what makes the 
multitude of the proud fo very great is, 
that all pride proceeds from felf-conceit,. 
which indeed was not originally implanted' 
in human nature, like that juft felf-love,, 
which is neceflary to every creature for its^ 

B 5 own 



10 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

own prcfervation. It rather fecms an ad- 
ventitious idea^ fpringing up in fociety, 
when a creature becomes capable of com- 
paring itfclf with others. Our whole mode 
of thinking is impregnated with it, and 
it infinuates itfelf into all our dealings 
and behaviour. We have our own deaf 
felves too highly in admi^ration, not to 
take a certain complacency in comparing 
ourfelves with others. The man of fenfe. 
is infecfted with this vanity, arifing from 
comparifons equally with the ignorant 
and (hallow, only in the latter it is ab- 
furd, his parallels being all fundamentally 
abfurd and unjuft, ^ 

The offspring of felf-conceit is vanity, 
pride, ollentation, ambition, and Haughti- 
nefs ; it affumes a difFerAit caft, accord- 
ing'- to the original difference of intellefts, 
or the various education, manner of liv- 
ing, or company, incidents in life, or 
rank and wealth. In little minds, what- 
ever flagrt fpreads abroad, a fbrry figure 
does it make J in better beads^ it talces 

reafon 
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rcafon or plaufibilitjr for models. In all, 
k feeds either openly or fecrctly, at the 
ex pence of others, efpecially where it is 
the only antidote againft the combined 
rancour of many impertinentf againft one 
man of part»* 

The felf-love of one muft neceiTarily 
clafli with that of another, and of courfi;, 
increafe by the oppofition. He who thinks 
himfelf not duly eflieemed by others, 
ihakes himfelf amends by efteeming him« 
felf the more ; and, in the mean time, a 
declared contempt of his competitor, in* 
cit^s him likewife to fet the higher value 
on himfelf; felf-love likewife opens itfelf 
a path to a certain fatisfadion, through 
the tacit compa£i, in which all men feem 
to have agreed, of loving, to a certain de« 
gree, that in others which they value in 
themfelves. Now, as in both cafes felf- 
love, efpecially in vivacious tempers, if 
fifing to a pafHon, leads us into innume- 
rable errors, by concentring our attsntion 

R-6 'only 



12 NATIONAL PKIiyE. 

only in one fide of an oI]jed, and caufingr 
us in that to fee only juft what we would: 

Our dear fclf every where returns upons 
us, as a lover fees and efteems nothing^ 
but tbe^objed of his love.. The felf-lover 
only fees and values himfclf. Whatever 
does not coincide with his mode of feeing: 
and thinking, provokes him. His folly is* 
not nnuch better than that of the young 
Engliih enamorato,. whoj fbme years ago,, 
ufed to ramble about the country i^ear 
Laufanne^ and holding his fword to the 
breaft of every one he met, threatened 
ihem with immediate death,, if they did 
not own fuch a young gentlewoman of 
Geneva, naming her, to he the handfomeft. 
girl in the country. 

Loving our/elves above every other 
perfoiiy fo we .likewife prefer ourfelves to 
others. We conceit that our y^y of 
thinking is right, and confequently pre- 
ferable to that, of others of a contrary opi- 
nion ; and when others agree with our 
thoughts, it is only ourfclves that we love 

in 



NATIONAL PRIDE. 17 

the man who had behaved beft in that 
glorious a£lton. Every one made himfelf 
the beft man, -but every one agreed in 
Themiftocles being the fecond« 

All men extol their tafte and favourite 
ibience above the whole circle, and go fo 
far as to imagine an indifpofedneis for that' 
fcienceto betray barbarifm and ftupklity. 
The fportfman imagines Aat, in the other 
world, hunting from one planet to anov 
ifher, will be the capital entertainment : 
The chymift conceits, that the blefft* 
elcft read Paracelfus in heaven-. A Ftenchr 
dancing- maft^r in London, aiking an ac- 
quaintance, whether Mr. Harley was zc^ 
tually created earl of Oxford^ and lord 
high treafurer of England, and being an- 
fwered in the affirmative, ff^at the devil t 
exclaimed he, coukl the queen fee in him P 
I'wo years had I that chd^hopper in handi 
without ever being able to bring him to walk 
a tolerable minuet. 

Self-lov£ ever rates a man above his 
real worth, and at the fame time perverts 

his 
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pains of canvaffing whether another may 
not happen to think better than them- 
felves, or to furpafs them in talents, or 
moral qualities. 

These pofitions, which very keen- 
fighted philofophers deduce from nature, 
and every obferver of mankind finds veri- 
fied by daily experience, throw a light on 
many ridiculous phaenomena, of which 
we ourfelves are eye-witnefles, and which 
recur in the hiftory of mankind, that is, 
in thebiflory of their failings. All thefe 
phenomena arc confequences of felf-lovcj 
either in relppft to one's felf or others. 

Man looks upon himfelf as the center 
of alJ creatures. This minute fpot * of 

ouxs 



• The reader vwll not be dlfpleafed at being re- 
minded of the following lines,, as. not quite foreign 
from the text. 

Aflc for what end the heavenly bodies (hinc, 
Sarth for whofe nfc ? -Pride anfwers, ""Tis for 
mine : 

« For 
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Thi grave afprighify book-wit fhun ; 
Far from the fad thi jovial run : 
TTie gay^ thi fuUen^ andfedate^ 
Are objeSfs of each other* s hate ; 
jind they who quaff the midnight glafi^ 
Scorn them who will a bumper pafs ; 
Tho* they prote/l andfwear they dread 
The eonfequence^ an aching head* 

The idler defpifes the wron]g-headed crea« 
ture, who burdens himfelf with bufineff i 
the rportfman looks on him who cannot 
talk of (hooting and hunting as a poor fpi- 
rited dullard ; and he who does not un« 
derftand cards, among gamefters, is an 
oaf. The tun»bellied fluggifh burgo^ 
mafter, or the bacchanalian counfidLlor^ 
ivho difpatches bottle^ and caufes with 
equal celerity, aiks, with haughty felf-- 
fufficiency, what good has he done in the 
world who finds time enough to lyrite a 
book ? Fine fentiments feem abfurd and 
chimerical to fiim, whofe fordid caft of 
inuid is infenfible of them i whereas^ 

coarfe 
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coarie. jokes and obfcenities,, are to vulgar 
minds a high regale. Knowledge, un» 
derftanding^ and goodnefs of heart, are 
words of no flgniiieancy with girls, whofe 
idol is a mercurial coxcomb, as indeed he 
is often their portion. Men of a cynical 
difpoiftion look on a bloomings c^tn- 
plexioii, fparkling eye$, ami a gpicoful 
perfon, even in the fair fex, as meer tri- 
fles. Mercantile fouls, who value a wo^ 
man enly according to her portion, are 
incapable of conceiving how- a fine underw 
ftanding, delicacy of fentiiacnt^ and a be- 
nevolent heart, can be preferred to infi- 
pidity with a good portion. The wrin- 
kled prude cries^ out againitany inveigle- 
ments, which a yonng perfon throws out 
to captivate, as downright immodefty* 

The very worft effeft of . an exccfiive 
!clf-k>vc, is the over-wearting- conceit of 
one^sfelf relatively to devotion, and the 
pundual difcharge of religious duties ;, 
this is fure to deckrc itfelf in a contempt 
%)f every oAe who does not make the fame 
* parade 
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A vulgar mind, however, thinks thefe occu- 
pations alone, to be ufeful, great, and praife- 
vorthy ; and the time which is not fpent 
according to fuch oeconomy, he looks on as 
totally murdered. He turns up his nofe at 
thofe humourifts who engage in ftientifi- 
cal refearches and mental improvements, 
and cannot take up with thofe fickle ideas 
which immediately prefent themfeives, on 
looking put of the window, or walking jto 
and fro* before their door. Such is the an- 
tipathy beween the ignorant and the learn- 
ed, the idler and the man of buflnefs ; and 

they are not wanting to make reprifals. 

All profeiSons delpife one anoth^,, ac- 
cording to the idea entertained of the fupe- 
rior value and pre-eminence of their rank. 
The citizen defpifes the farmer, the fea of- 
ficer the military, and the military thinks 
no better of the placemen, who look down 
with contempt on ecclefiafiics; and of thia 
facred body the mutual animofiiies are no^ 
torious^ but the courtier puts them all un- 
der one and the fame bufhel. 

, The 
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The men of ftudy carry their reciprocal 
contempt as far as the illiterate, they ex- 
tol their favourite fcience as the centre of 
all valuable knowledge, and undervalue 
whatever has no afl^ity with their hobby- 
horfe*. The natundift little concerns him- 
felf about the opinion and conjedure of the 
philologift, and in the botanift's eye the 
aftronomer is but a ilargazer. The bar-* 



^Wd. 



• A lingular inftancc of this bigotry occurs in the 

cekbrated Father Malebntnche. M. D* Agueflau» 

chancellor of France, whofe works are io highly 

efteemed, tells us, that after he had gained the Fa* 

ther's. efteem in their metaphyfical converiations, 

lie abruptly virithdrew it, and not without a philoTo- 

phical difdain on finding, M. D' Agueflau reading 

•Thucydides. Des Cartels Treatife upon Man, led 

liim to think meanly of human knowlege, efpecially 

;|K>ints of mere erudition* His library, voluminous 

^S it was, did not afford one book of poetry and 

very few of hiftory. It was a common faying of hir, 

tW he d^Hred to know only what Adam knew. 

^e could Yiever read ten veifes without difguft, aad 

jTiedita^ed with his windows iliut. Biographical 

Di3ionary. 

rifter 
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rifter makes no account of the pliyfician ; 
and the dealer in eleftrical experiments is 
amazed that the world can trifld away their 
time in chattering about politics. 

With a country innkeeper one farmer 
is worth a hundred wits, and the naturalift 
fncers at the moral i ft who can harangue on 
the nature of man, civil fociety, and relative 
duties; at the fametime, knows nothing 
of the vegetable and foflile kingdoms : 
the mathematician looks down on all, whilft 
the metaphyfician makes as little account 
of him. It being afked in a company at 
Paris, what is a metaphyfician ? A mathe- 
matician anfweredjone who knows nothing ; 
and if the chemifts, the naturalifts, the 
phyficians, and the moralifts, at Paris, arc 
afked what is a mathematician ? Their an- 
fwer is, an Ignoramus. 

The profe writers entertain a hearty con- 
tempt for each other, fome priding them- 
felves in the bulky variety of their works, 
others in the choice of their fubjefts and 
their profundity or elegance, Theauthorofa 

C folii 
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folio is, to be fure, a firft rate genius, whilft 
he who has not gone beyond duodecimo 
•cannot but be a fribble. The fons of eru^ 
dition call the men of the world, the polite 
and airy, empty bottles ; and the man of at- 
.chievement think the fittefl: covering over 
the head of afolemn ftudious fchaiar, to be 
a fool's cap. Poets make no acccount of 
profe writers, profe being in every body's 
mouth J and if they fee their compofitions, 
which they had confecrated to praife and 
immortality, come to an ignominious 
period, the whole age incur their dif- 
pleafure ; the nurfelings of tlie mufes, in- 
deed, revile each other, and of all returns 
this is that at which they are moft ready in 
paying. Thefe gentry being noted for a 
peculiar fuperabundanceof choler and aduft 
complexions, not fatisfied with their own 
contempt of what to them feems contemp- 
tible, but, as he who lives among wolves, 
muft join with their bowlings, fo who- 
ever has his charafter at heart muft lide 
with their obloquy or fubmit to the execu- 
tion 
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tion of a law of Solon's by which all who 
m a dangerous tumult kept themfelves 
neuter were declared infamous, as being 
void of concern what became of their coun- 
try. The poet's lip overflows alternately 
with either inveftives or panegyric con- 
cerning the fame perfon ; he who to-day 
is a genius with him is to-morrow a block- 
head, jiift as he has tickled or galled his 
felf-conceit. 

Thus it appears that all men flight each 
other as far as they are under the influence 
of felf-love, and this is manifcftly an epi- 
demic difeafe ; thinly fown, indeed, are 
perfons of fuch prudent modefty, who, 
when put in the balance with others, in- 
ftead of afFetSiing a rivalry, make no difficul- 
ty of owning their deficiencies, efpecially 
under a confcioufnefs of it. 

The agreement or diflFerence of ideas 
and fenciments, are the fure guaran- 
ties of efteem or of contempt ; he whofe 
company is coveted by the weak and ig- 
norant, generally falls under a fufpicion of 

C 2 being 
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being on a level with them, and this make* 
men of genius lefs uneafy at the flights of 
thofe who are incapable of eftimating their 
.abilities. 

A man of j)arts conceives but a low idea 
of a perfon otherwife unknown, only from 
hearing him praifed by an empty cockfcomb, 
for now.here do the attractive powers of ' 
nature fo ftrongly declare themfelves as 
among the fraternity of dulnefs. Where 
the fovei^ign is a blockhead, the gates of . 
preferments and honours are thrown open 
to blockheads, who then, as infecSs, at the 
approach of genial fpring, quit their fqualid 
retirements and hie away to court, as their 
element. Then, equally to the difgrace 
and detriment of a nation, vulgar minds ob- 
fede the throne ; folly, error, and vice engrofs 
all favours, while men of worth, with a 
mixture of contempt and grief, retire wea- 
ried out with the affronts of a herd, to 
whom all but thofe of their own infuppor- 
. table ftamp are an eye- fore. 



There 
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There is, befides fclf-conceit, another 
/burce of the contempt of others, and con- 
fequently of vanity. The ideas, opinion?, 
judgments, and, in fine, the whole tcnour 
of thinking, very frequently depend on the 
obje£ls about us, the place or the country 
"where we live, and the company we keep. 

These generally give the turn to ideas of 
individuals, and thefe ideas we make the 
ftandafd of decency, truth, elegance, recti- 
tude, and goodnefs* 

He who has neither travelled nor read, 
or whofhuns the converfation of thofc who 
have enlarged their minds, is apt to be 
wrapped up in what he daily fees ; his eyes 
arc open only to the things about him, h.a 
imagines, all beyond the little fpot whero 
he drawls an infignificant life, to be defect 
iflands or dreary waftes, he makes himfelf 
and the objefts furrounding him, his rule 
of judging of every thing beyond his hori- 
zon. Like the Parifian cockney fpoken 
of in the account of an excurfion from that 
city to St. Claud, he fancies the diftant 

C3 ' hill. 
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hill to be uninhabited ; and, from the 
horfe-chefnut trees in the walks at Paris, 
concludes that grain and pulfe grow on 
trees. 

From this dependency on the objefts- 
around us, we contraft a habit of judging, 
•f things remote from us, according to the 
domeftic appearances, and notit)ns. Hence 
it is, that, at Paris, for a company of five 
or fix to go a fporting in a coach, witb 
large boots, a bag wig, guns, fwords, and 
piftolsj and placing themfelves, each behind 
a tree, and there fire at any poor, pufs that 
happens to pafs that way 5 thefe oddities, 
Tfay, have nothing ridiculous in them 
about that caoita]^ *^ y 3 lYjl ^ZZIZ ^^rcpcf- 

fei&oik 



* The author alludes to Dr. Smollet whofe words 
are thefe : ** In the character of the French, con* 
iidered as a people, there are undoubtedly anany cir- 
cumftances truly ridiculous. You lf,now the fafhion- 
■able people, who go a hunting, arc equipped witht 
their jack-boots, bag- wigs, fwords, and piltols : but 
I faw the other day a fcenc ftill more grotcfque. On 
the road to Choiffi, ^^acre% or hackney- coach, ftop« 

ped» 
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• 

feffion it is owing, that the negroes repre- 
fent the^ evil fpirit as white, and their 
benign gods black. Some people likewife^ 
from the fame reafon, painted the goddefo 
of love, with flabby duggs hanging down 
to her knees j and from the fame caufe. 



ped, and out came frve or fix men, armed with muf- 
kets, who took poft, each behind a feparate tree. I 
alked our fervant who they were, imagining they 
might he archerSf or footpads of jaftice, in pnrfuitof 
ibiiie malela^ors. But guefe my ftirprizre, when our 
coachman told, me, they were gentlemen a la chaffe. 
They were, in faft, come out from Paris, in this 
equipage, to take the diyerfion of hare-hunting j that 
is, of (hooting from behind a tree at the hares that 
^^ced to pafs. Indeed, if they had nothing mor& 
inj.view, but to deftroy the game, ihrs wa» a very 
• eilc6lual method j for the hares are in fuch plenty in 
l^^t neighbourhood, that I have feena dozen together 
in. the fame field." — To this the do6lor farcaftically 
94ds : <^ I think this way of banting, in a coach oi^ 
^ariot, might be properly adopted at London,^ in fa- 
vour of thoie aldermen of that city,who are too unwieldy 
to follow the hounds a horfeback." — This, however,s 
-is but a ftale jeft; our aldermen are now growing men> 
4»f i^irit and iaihion a-pace. 

.; '^'^ proceeded 
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proceeded the narrow notions concerning 
iTiajefty, in an honcft home-bred Swifs^ 
who on fofne talk about the dignity of a 
king, afked, with a difdainful phiz, has a 
king had a hundred head of cattle upon 
the hill? This prepofTcfiion has even a 
ftronger influence. He who is of fome 
confideration in the place of his refidence 
mull, to be fare, be a refpectable perfon 
every where. At the congrefs of Baden, 
in 1714, for adjufting matters between the 
Kmperor and the king of France; Great 
Britain and the United Provinces having 
made a feparate peace before. All the fe- 
veral minifters one day dined together in 
public, which drew thither a great num- 
ber of Tpedtators ; and Marfhall Villars,, 
one of the French plenipotentiaries, feeing 
among them, a very pretty young woman,, 
was for fainting her, when inftantly a di- 
minutive bandy-legged Zuricher, breaking 
through the crowd,'cried out like a|demoniac. 
Hands off^ hands]offy Mar/hall j /he is my ftflevy^ 
gnd her hujband isVMrdm of our company. 

The 
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fees no fault in him ; but to decline coin- 
fiding with his views in any one cafe what- 
ever* is an unpardonable breach of friend* 
fhip. The applaufes of a numerous fet 
of fuch as himfelf, fhall inflate him with 
notions, that his reputation is fixed, his ipfi 
dixit facred, like a commander of a fhip, 
who, fwaggering. in his wooden world, 
fancies that the axis of the globe fhakes like 
the table under a thump of his mutton fid* 
These faults are generally incurable in 
a man of power and note, when, which is 
frequently the cafe, his mind is of no greater 
extent than the town where he refides. He- 
who confines himfelf to a fmall community- 
will neceflarily imbibe an averfion for all 
©f a more extcnfive compafs ; he will cve» 
fliun their converfation, nay, and ficken at 
the very fight of them. The bulk of man- 
kind are infinitely better pleafed with thofe- 
who from a falfe complaifance, or want of 
fenfe, applaud our errors, than with thofe 
who might give us to underftand that w& 
are in an error* 

The 



JTATIONAL PRIDE. 35^ 

The man involved in this inticllefioar 
mift, knows as little of the value of things,, 
as thefilh in itsihell, knows of the worldi,. 
Having always the fame objefls about him^- 
he will never be brought to hold any thing 
true, but what he believes ; he will be ever 
criticizing the religious profeffion of others.- 
In: his own eyes be is a beings as it were^ 
&perior to the generality of the human- 
race, making no account of others far* 
ther than as chiming in witH^ his notions^* 
and feconding his drifts* A (landing apho- 
rifm with this tribe is, that relative greatnefs* 
is^ real greatnefs ; (hould you courteoufly; 
recommend felf-meafurement to thera, they 
ipurn at the advice ; they have meafured 
themfelves already ; and being of feme conf- 
ederation in their hamlet, they conceit 
themfelves notable members of the univerfe. - 
This exceflive felf-efteem, is extremely 
iniquitous, depreciating the real worth of ' ' 
perfons and of things;, he who is not of^ 
their ftamp, muft be a dead weight in fo- 
eiety, if not apeft ; trifles^ in their hands,* 

C 5 become 



36 NATIONAL PRIDF. 

beeome affairs of great moment, and in the- 
conduft of which, no body ever was, and 
never will be fo capable. Such are the 
fources of that fupercilious folemnity, which, 
in the petty jurifdidions of every country, 
conftitutes the capital point of adminiflra- 
tion. Every difficulty gives way to a ftatef-* 
man of this caft, when he puts on his felf- 
fufficient mien, ftruts along with bridled* 
noddle, prominent breaft, ftraddling legs, 
and difdainful eye, amidft the crowds who 
with refpeftful ftare,feem to fay, Tobefure^ 
the world has not his felhuo^ for he out-topi 
all our corporatioiu 

This artlefs difplay, not chargcabl* 
with the leaft exaggeration or partiality*, 
fhews the generality of men to be vain, and 
felf-complacence thefource of vanity; and 
farther, that this vanity degenerates into 
injuftice and mofl: ridiculous arrogance, 
when, through certain circumftances, felf- 
complacence is accompanied with ignorance 
and bigotry, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the Vanity of whole Nations, 



I 



T is the (ame with whole nations as with 
the individuals of whom they cohfiflr. One 
may fafely conclude from the difpofitions 
©f every private perfon, what will be their 
combined effedb in the body of the nation, 
though it were not direQly known, as a na- 
tural truth, .that a nation collectively thinks 
of itfelf juft as every diftinil individual. 

All hiftories are monuments of every 
nation's conceited partiality towards itfelf. 
The moft civilized and the moft rude £hew 
that they imagine to fee in themfelves fome 
talents, qualities, or advantage?, which 
they will not allow others to be poffefled of, 
at leaft, not in fo eminent a degree ; that 
they efleem their opinions, their cuftoms, 
their police, or any other fuppofed excel*. 
lence, with an exclufive complacency; 
Thus, every village and every city, every 

province 
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province and every nation, has, equalFjr 
with every individual, its darling felf-love,> 
and confequently its particular vanity ; and 
every member,^ by a kind of reflection, im- 
bibes the general vanity, and endeavoura- 
to contribute for his village or nation,^, 
to fncer ov look, aicance at any/ other 
community. 

It is not much above fifty years agcr 
fince a village in Rheinthal* preferred a. 
complaint to the judge that their parfon 
had the prefumption publicly to declare 
from the pulpit, that fiarce a hundred fouls of 
all their right worjhipful community would bv: 
faved* 

Every nation is pleafed with, itfelf, and^ 
looks on every other community as crea- 
tures more or lefs of an isiferiour kind.. 



* A fmall country, and one of thofe called the De*- 
pendencies of> Snmtxerlandy being poflfeffed by the 
. SwifTers in common. It lies along the Rhine, andC 
• its moft remarkable produflie almonds, which the: 
Abbot of St, Gall sum! the. Cantoris ihare. 

Among. 
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Among the Greeks ^fortigntr and a Bar^ 
iarian were fynonimous word's ; and are fo 
atprefent, with moft Frenchmen, from th» 
Barrow way of thinking it was that,, at the 
court of SSell in the time of the late duke ;. 
be and the duchefs,. who was a native of 
France, being at table with fome French 
Boblenten, one of them fuddenly cried out 
with ahorfekugh, it* sverydrok faith. What^s 
the matter then, faid the duke I fFhyj that 
your higknefs is the oniy foreigner ftere* The 
word foreigner is accompanied with a fort 
©f difilain among the very Greenlanders ^ 
and, even in fome Swife towns the word: 
Aufsburgery nearly of the like import, is. 
treated with as little ceremony; Not many 
years ago^ an orange-monger in one oT 
thofe fuperb places, being told that a cer* 
tain German prince was deepfy fmitten 
with his daughter, fupercilioufly anfwered i 
then he may die of the wound^for I know better 
than to bejiow my daughter on one who is not 
u freeman of our dty^ 

m 

The 
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The contempt of nations very often turnr 
more on what ftrikes the fenfes than on in- 
telledual circumftances. A Switzer and a 
blockhead were for a long time fynonimous^ 
at Vienna, Verfailles, and Rome, and^ 
under the rofe be it faid, I was fomething 
of the fame mind, on comparing in one of 
thofe courts, the heavy awkward gait and 
unmeaning faces of the Swifs halbardiers 
with the prying looks, and volatility of the 
native court officers* Every nation* thinks 
the manners of another ridiculous as differ- 
ing from its own ; and in this point moft 
are not lefs blind and arrogant than the 
French courtiers, who looked on Peter the 
Great, at his coming among them, only. as 
an unpolifhed foreigner totally void ef 
French gentility,, not in the leaft, as a 
monarch of genius, travelling for improve- 
ment,, and who had came down from the 
throne, to make himfelf deferving of it. 

This mutual contempt of nations fre- 
quently declares itfelf even in thofe ranks 
which might be fupppfed far above fuch il- 
liberal 
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liberal prejudices. Few authors are fo equi- 
table as impartiality to hear a comparifcn 
between the writers of their nation and any 
other. Amidft all the acrimonv and ma- 
lice prevailing among writers of the fame 
nation, they ardently unite as in one com- 
mon caufe agaioft a foreigner n^o fhould 
takeon him toexercife his pleaiantry againft 
any one of the tribe. 

The arrogant Greeks owed dieir improve- 
ments from their prinutiTe rudeneis and ig- 
norance^ to foreigners. The Pheniciant 
taught them the ufe of letters, arts, and the 
laws \ and their religion they received from 
Egyptians, yet did they affirm Greece to 
be the general mother of all nations. The 
Greek hiftorians have been obfimred feldom 
to make ufc of foreign names, Ibmetimes 
totally omitting them, but more commonly 
altering them, and fhewing an extreme at- 
tention to give tbcm a more harmonious 
turn and correfpondent with the Grecian 
diale<a. Thus it is not much to be won* 
^red at that in fucceediog times this peo« 

pic 
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pie came to imbibe a notion of all nations 
on the earth having been no more than 
Grecian colonies. 

The modeirn Italians have the confi*^ 
dence to place themfelves on a level with 
the ancient Romans, not recollefting that 
the nation which anciently reduced all 
others -under its yoke^ is now feen to be the 
Have of all others, and that the grafs grows 
in the ftreets of cities, not long fince, emi- 
nent for power and opulence. Many fmall 
towns in the Campania of Rome were the 
native places of Roman emperors, and on 
that account, forfooth, the modern inha- 
bitants of thofe petty places, talk of thofe 
emperors as their townfmen and relations,, 
and in every town or village the emperor 
WllO was born there, h reputed the 
greateft prince that hiftory makes mention 

of. 

The fenator of Rome, who tries with- 
out appeal, the petty caufes and wrang- 
lings among the commonalty, now confti- 

tutes that tribunal^ to which, in modern 

Rome^ 
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Rome, the majefty of the ancient fcnate 
and Roman people is dwindled. He has 
for affeflbrs, four confervatorSj who are 
chofen four tinies a year The conferva-' 
torSf like the fenator himfelf, are nomi- 
nated by the Pope, under whom the Ro- 
man people are not allowed that fmall 
remnant of liberty of chafing their own 
magiftrates, which many towns in monar- 
chies enjoy; yet this fenator and his con- 
ftrvators imagine themfelves inveftred with 
all the rights, privileges^ and dignities of 
the ancient fenate, and that a greater glory 
there cannot be, than for the Pope to fee 
at his feet ^ that aiTembly which has feen 
10 many monarchs in the like humiliatuig 
pofture before them. 

The Traftaverini^ u e. the wretched mi- 
litia of the Traftavera ward, in modern 
Rome, abfolutely hold themfelves genuine 
defcendants from the ancient Trojans, 
looking on the inhabitants of the other 
parts of Rome only as a mob ; and thefe^ 
amidft indigence, and flotb, and poltroon^ 
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cry, which is fuch, that the execution of 
a malefaftor almoft frightens them into 
fits, confider themfelves as citizens of an- 
cient Rome. 

All Romans, with fcarce a rag on their 
backs, are ftrangely puffed up with this 
imaginary lineage, that cxceiSve pride,, 
and the moft beggarly poverty are oftea 
feen together. A baker woman's fon, in 
Traftavera-ward, having been killed in an 
infurredion on account of the dearnefs 
of corn, the Pope, apprehending fome ill 
confequences from this unlucky accident,, 
immediately deputed a cardinal, with two> 
tiobles, to quiet the mother,, and afk hen 
what fatisfadion fhe requfred', to which 
the Roman matron replied, / doift feW 
my hkod* 

At the approach of a public feftival at 
Rome, a family fhall; half ftarve them- 
felves, that they may have wherewith ta 
ride about in a coach ; and fuch families, 
which even fuch an expedient would not 
enable to hire a coach, have another re- 

iburce:: 
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fource : The mother pranks up the daugh- 
ter as fine as her pocket will reach^ (he 
walking by her fide as chambermaid, whilfl: 
the father, in proper habiliments, perfo- 
nates the lackey. 

Well-bred people, among the Eng- 
li{h, make no difEculty of owning, that 
a contempt for all other nations under the 
fun, is as it were hereditary in that coun- 
try } whenever, one of thofe iflanders is 
engaged in a quarrel with a foreigner, he 
is fure to let fly a volley of opprobrious 
epithets agalnft his adverfary's country : 
You are a French braggadocio, an Italian 
monkey, a Dutch ox, a German hog, are 
but flight fpecimens of Englifli contume- 
ly. The bare y/otd French carries fo much 
indignity with it, that they would not 
think the foreigner fufliciently villified by 
calling him only dog, therefore is French 
added to it by way of amplification. This 
national prejudice fpares not even their 
fellow fubjeds, the tvtro nations who live 
under the fame laws as they themfelvcs^ 

and 
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Europeans : all nations in the univerfe are 
indeed found light, extremely-light, when 
an homefpun Englifliman weighs them 
againft his countrymen. This con- 
temptuous partiality too plainly fliews it- 
felf in his coldnefs and indifference at his, 
firft acquaintance with a foreigner *, 

The French, in their own account, ar^ 
the only thinking beings in the world. 
They converfe with foreigners no farther 
than is ufual with inferiour and (hallow 
creatures, and who owe all their importance 



* The French tranflation of this book ; for it has 
been tranflated into moft languages, animadverts 
on the preceding paflage in thefe words : *• This 
" pieiure is manifefily charged^ and to talk of the 
** intelligent among the Engli/h^ as looking on the 
** Trench, ^juho li've under an equitable and *wife 
<« government, as Jla^ves, having nothing of their 
" onvn, is doing great injury to their better fenfe 
** and hnoiAjledge. Such language might at moft 
•* be put into the mouths of the Bngli/h mcb, ivho, 
<* infatuated ivith their fuppofed liberty^ and of 
*' ivhich they make fo outrageous an ufe, think the 
** ijuorld have not their fellonvs,^* 

to 
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to fuch condcfcenfion, yet in nothing arc 
they more offenfivc than that farcical com- 
paffion and equity of fome among them, 
who deign to allow other nations a pittance 
of virtue and genius, but in fuch a manner 
that, it is plain, this favourable opinion 
is not due to the merit of thofe nations, but 
flows from the indalgent courtefy of French 
politenefs. Let them. If they can, deny 
their contempt, as barbarians, of all nations 
who, are either inferior in power, or of. 
lefs (kill and tafte in the frivolous arts. 
They daily betray in their con verfation their 
geftures; and even their books^ a conceit 
that neither courage, beauty, nor wit, no- 
tiling amiable or great is to be met with 
out of their country. 

The French think themfelves intitled 
to prefcribe laws to the whole univerfe, be- 
caufe all Europe takes its cue from their 
milleners, taylors, perriwig-makers, and 
cooks. There is not a candid Frenchman 
who will deny but that his nation accounts 
itfclf the principal, the moft Jccompliflied 

D la 



50 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

• 

in ihc world. How docs Mr. Lefranc 
ftorm and vapour in a difcourfe addrefled 
to the king, at the prefumptuous Britons^ 
in pretending to any equality or refem- 
blance to the French ; when Patin 
had pronounced the Britons to be a* 
mong other nations, like wolves among 
the heafts *. Is it not common among the 

French, 



* The paffageis this: ** SalmaGus^s book in vin- 
dication of the king of England is printing at Leyden 
in French and Latin. A defence of a king judicially 
beheaded by his own lubjcfts is a critical fubj^, and 
will not pleafc univerfally. The Engliih, of all peo- 
ple the moft wicked, the mcft criiel, and moft per- 
fidious, pretend, forfooth, to have right, the laws^ 
politics, nay religion itlelf on their fide ; but ReK^w 
mn fert parricUas, Ecclefia nefcit fanguinem j and 
politics in its keeneil refinement goes not fo far as to 
punilh kings by the executioner's hand like other 
malefactors. This unhaj^py king's grandfather wa« 
Urangled by the Scotch puritans. His grand- 
mother, Mary Stuart^ loft her head in 15879 
imdcr queen Elizabeth. A king James of Scot- 
land, from whom they were lineally defcended, 

was 
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French, to ftile their fovereign, the firft 
monarch in the world, or — the grand ma^ 
fiOi'ch? Though they account thcmfelves 
the firft born fons of nature, fome are fo 
condefcending as to look on their neigh- 
bours as their younger brothers, an^ allow 
them to be laborious, ?ind judicious collec- 
tors, and men of thought, even not without 
fome good thinkers. But why is Newton, 
after all his valuable difcoveries, made light 
of in France, becaufe he has not difcovercd 
-every thing ? Why is Raphael looked on 
as low and timorous, and his divine piece 
of the tranfiguration, a flat performance ? 



was killed in hunting by his fubje6ls, one of whofe 
exceptions againft him, was his nofe being fomethiogr 
ilattifh. On this fcore, and concerning that ve^. 
king h was that Jofeph Scaliger ufed to fay by way . 
of pleafantry, and pointing to his nofe: Nafus ejl ho* 
nefi amentum facie. But to me who naturally hate 
the Englifti it is a horreur fo much as to think of 
them* Hoc milii funt inter homines Angli quod 
fimt inter Brutas aniniantes lupi. 1 look upon the 
Englijh among the fi^eral nations^ as the nvol'ves 
T/iMotig tlie beajis, 

D 2 That 



52 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

That national vanity, admitting no great 
man out of France, is well known in 
numberlels inftances which excite the de-* 
rifion of all nations. If we look back into 
the hiflory of human genius, we find 
Italy renowned for a6lors and poets, Eng- 
land's unparallelled Shakefpear, and at the 
very fame time France, noted for the moft 
fzultry verfifiers in the world. ThcFrench, 
one and ail, undervalue the harmonious, 
the pidurefque, the ethic Pope, as not fit 
to hold a candle to their fuperficial Boileau. 
All nations are reduced nearly on a 
level in fclf-conceit and contempt of others. 
The Grcenlander, who makes his dog his 
raeflmjite, defpifes the Danes : the Cofacs 
and Caimuc^ look ftill with a more difdain < 
ful eye on the Ruffians ; and the Hotten- 
tots, of all men the moil flupid, are excef- 
fively vain ; and when the Caribies along 
the river Oroonoko are aflced about their 
extraflion, their conftant anfwer is we filone 
are real men. Scarce is a nation to be 
found under the fun, whi^b fwarms not 

with 
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with extravagant inftances of vanity, pride, 
and felf-conceit. All are more or lefs a 
kin to the Spaniard who faid, // was very 
lucky that Satan ^ when he tempted our Saviour 
in the wildernefs^ forgot to Jhew him Spain, as 
yejus certainly could net have ivithflood the 
temptation ; or to the Canadian who thought 
he highly complimented the Frenchman in 
faying, he is juji fuch a man as myfclf. 

Every nation forms its ideas of beauty 
and deformity in others from their recipro- 
cal difFerence, or affinity. The Indi.in 
fabulifts mention a country of which 
all the natives are humpbacked. A well 
fhaped beautiful youth coming among 
them they eagerly gathered about him, 
flaring, laughing and even ridiculing him 
in fcornful geftures, taunts, and conturoe* 
lious vociferations, till fortunately for the 
abaflied Adonis, one of the gibbofe com* 
raunity, better bred than the reft, filenced 
their rudenefs with a grave fpeech : fye, 
loving countrymen., this is wrongs forlear to 
infult over the unfortnnate : have the immortaU 

D 3 hejiowed 
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hejlowedadijlhiguifhing ornament on our boduSj, 
Lt lis repair to the temple and return our J^^ 
lemn thanks^ whereas if we make our protu* 
berances matter o/pridjy tf^ poiuers who gave- 
ion take away** 

Thus, 



* Kcyilcr, hi Iws tra'veUyXfW^ fomething of alike 
ftory concerning the inhabitnnts in the mouptains 
4»f A\olli in Picdnicr.t : who feldom travelling, 
beyond theii* hills and valiies, fcarce think that there 
is any plrt of the world inh^ited, befides tha fpot 
thty live upon. ^ The far grcaijr part of thein have 
krge wens on their necks, aiid :is their hoHt9, fbwU^ 
frc. have the fame kind of excrefcencej it is probably 
owing to the fnow-water they genci-ally drinks But 
fiich is the power of cuftora, that a wen is reckoned 
Bo defoi-mity, and a (lory goes about, that a foreign^ 
womnn that had no wen, coming into a church in 
(bis country, in the middle of fermon time, a general 
I slighter was heard in the church at io uncommon 
an appearance. It is added, that even the preEchcr,. 
after looking about for the caufe of liichdifturbance,. 
could not contain himiclf; but foon recovering his 
faccrdotal gravity, reprcfcnted to his auditory, that in 
what they had done they might mean no ill \ but that 
the natural defe^ls of oiu neighbour were not a fub- 
jed for laughter and mockery j^ that a chrillian upon 

.Ic^cinjj; 
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Thus, whoever would not be accounted 
a foreigner in his own country or in a 
land of moral humps, avoid being a general 
laughing ftock, mud in all things confornt 
to the national way of thinking, adopt all 
• the^current prejudices; he muft put on the 
nnkual hump, and pride himfelf in that 
deformity like the reft of his countrymen, 
no vice being fo much defpifed and hated 
as a rational humility viewing the country 
cuftoms in a juft light. 



feeing fuch fpeftacles fliould rather take occafion {• 
be thankful to his maker for his bovmty to him, 
than infult his fellow citaiure, from whom Ooti h»8 
wiih-held his gifts. 
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C H A p. IV. 

Cf national Pride as arijing from imaginary 

Advantages. 



X HE multlfarioirs appearances V^he 
vanity of whole nations are reducible to 
two fpecies, each admitting of fubdivifions. 
The advantages or excellences on which 
the pride of a nation builds itfelf, are either 
imaginary or real. 

Both thefe fpecies of vanity occur in 
the moil celebrated nations, every one 
having its prejudices, which conftitutc the 
particular vanity of the nation; but this 
national vanity has fometimes for its bafis, 
a iuft and proper fenfe of its excellencies, 
and accordingly (hews itfelf very differently 
from a pride founded only on prejudices. 
On the other hand, the national vanity 
arifmg from imaginary excellences, is a 
fenfe of pre-eminence, which, together with 

a contempt 
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ft contempt of otbers, flows from t con* 
fideration of thefe imaginary excelknces. 

Self-love very frequently makes a mart 
fee advantages or endowments wherr tbete 
are none, or dfipoies trim to attribate to^ 

'himfelf qualities which are maniftflly 
wanting in him*. A lady of very bfgb rank 
was unexceptionable in her perfon, except 

- being 3 littte under fize ; an^ a poet, no 
ftranger to the filly fondneis of hearing; 
our mc^ confptcuous defeds praifedv ven** 
ttired to compare this lady^s ftature to a 
towering cedar of Lebanon ; this (o tickled 
the little creature, that (be fat wriggling 
in her chair for joy, as if (he had in reality 
been a foot or two taller. No more,, fays^ 
one of the company to the poet^ who was 
reading the iimile of the cedUr over and* 
over, left the good= lady, in the tranlporr 
of her exultation, may ftart up, and* thus 
at once perceive her defe£t and your moa-^ 
firous flattery. 

Om what, but imaginary pre-eminences, 
does felf-Iove build that ridiculous pride of 

D5 a. 
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a nut-brown Spaniard or Portugeze, when 
he compared hi« complexion with that of 
an African, or with which a burgher of* 
Bern fwetls, when guttling at one of the 
city feafts. 

The inhabitants of the Mariana iflands- 
conceit then- language to be the only Ian*- 
guage in the world, and that all the other 
nations of the earth are dumb, or. haver 
only inarticulate founds^ A petty people 
along the Miififfippi, their hair being of an* 
extraordinary khgth, look upon all nations^ 
with ibort hair, as flaves. The Turks,, 
who are ridicuTed for bellowing high ofSces^ 
en perfons wbofe occupations promife no« 
adequate qualities, as putting a fupervifor 
of the cuftoms at the head of an army, very ^ 
gravely fay, a Turk is fit fir any thing ; and; 
indeed, Sulun Ofman is known to have; 
made one of -his^ gardeners viee-roy' of Cyp^. 
fus, purely from h-i^ing feen him fet cab-, 
bages in a manner which pkafed him ; Ap-^ 
praxin being reproached for his fifflFermg 
himfelf to be furprized by Marfhal Lehwald^ 

anfwered^ 
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anfwered very composedly, 751/ RuJJumf^ 

pom to employ fiies^ 

An" inhabitant of thtrdutchy of Maine,* 
proud of the tcixfj)efite climate of Francdf 
lately compofed*,' according to- the tafte of 
tMe old fchooh,**^ phyjual account of^ cli- 
tniUs, demoTiflrating the great influence of 
them on the intelieSfs cmd morals ; in which* 
be extols the inhabitants of the warm cli- 
mates, and depreciates thofe of the more- 
northern. But the pre-eminence, In every 
thing good and efteemable, he attributes 
to the temperate climates^ among which< 
he places. \m native country^. To this- 
laft bleffed region belong Upper Germany,, 
part of Spain,, the civilized Walachia andl 
Moldavia, the peaceable Morlachians, the 
humane Coffacs, and other peo{^e equall}r 
celebrated for morality and fciences^r 

* Self-conceit is fo lofty^ and wichaly 
its foundation fo fcanty, as^ to-be eafily;^ 
bvefthrownr The Myxmidons who mader 
fiich a figure at the fiege of Troy, are,. 
fbr my part> very welcome to the honour 

& ©fc 
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of being the progeny of ants ;. and- 1 ihall 
by no means go about diflurbing the kings 
of Machtura^ in their fatisfacSlion of being 
lineally defcended from an afs, accord-^ 
inglyi^reating thofe creatures as their bro-- 
thers, readily giving them fbelter in bad 
weather, at the fame time denying it ta 
the driver, unlefs of the fame iUufirious 
extradlion. I cannot but fnirle at the 
weaknefs of national pride in the French,. 
Aill trumpeting forth the taking of Ma-^ 
hon, that is» the reduction of a fmall gar- 
rifon, difappointed of its expeded fuc- 
cours, v/hen France fo feverely fmarted in 
all the four parts of the world, during the 
cpurfe of the war, fubfequent to that fo 
Diuch boafted conqueft, and which was 
^gladly given up to purchafe a peace. 

Who can forbear laughing at the before* 
mentioned French author's cenfure of the 
Aorthern people, as the authors of the moft 
abfurd form of government, namely, the 
Englifli founded on a rational freedom 
c£ the fubj[e6t, as likevvife for haying in- 
troduced 
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troduced duelling. ' Is afTsffiaation 
then either more prudent or honour- 
able ? I cannot be ierioufly angiy 
even with the pride of that Italian who 
terms the Germans blockheads and ignc^ 
ramufes, as not knowing how to prepare 
any other poiibns than fuch, which medi-» 
cines enable us to combat and expel, and 
which are produ&ive of inflammations in 
the intcftines, and other fynoptoms; where- 
as, the more ingenious Italians^ are ac-^ 
quainted with poifons of an inftantaneous^ 
or infuperable a<9ivi^« 

I SHALL fpare the reader a detail of alt 
the imaginary advantages on which na-* 
tional vanity has ever prided itfelf, indi- 
cating only fuch as are moft ibiking and 
important, and throw a no lefs brilliant 
luftre on the honour of a natjon^ thaik 
what the French arms receive from a ge* 
neral's having a dozen or two of cooks^ 
in his (uite, and an hundred diflies daily 
ftjnred up to his table^ 

CHAP^ 
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The Japanefe likewife hold themlelvestop 
have been the immediate progeny of gods» 
To deduce their origin from the Chinefei^ 
or any other tH ^on whatever, is the molt 
pungent affroi.V&^that can be offered' to» 
them; yet they h|ve the difcretion to fix: 
the commencement of their deities, andi 
do not totally fhroud them undisr the im:** 
penetrable veil of eternity;. 

Runiy Tofo Dat Sis Rir Mtiotko^ the 
firft deity who aro& from the chaos,, fet- 
tled bis refidence at Japan, as having* 
created it before all other countries. This- 
prince, and his fix fucceflbrs, wtiofe reigns 
filled up a numberlefs feries of years, form, 
the dynafty of the heavenly fpirits, who^ 
took Japan ujadier their guardianfliip. The 
three firft of thefe god^ had, at that time, 
no wives, impregnating themfelves, and 
immediately deftroying that life which 
they had given. The four laft provided! 
themfelves with wives, yet their manner 
of propagation was quite fupernatural, tilf 
ifanagi No Mikotto learned, fronv the bird) 
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IJiatadakki our method of generation, as 
by no means contemptible ; but the flem 
oi Ifanagi brought on the lofs of its divine 
nature by fuch incarnation. 

Ifanagi^ like his predeceflbrs, adulte- 
rated heaven with earth, that Tenjio Dai 
DJin^ his fon, and coeiTential with the 
fun, leads the van in the dynafty of the 
five demi*gods, or gods incarnate, who, 
collefl:ively,according to the Japanefe<:hro- 
nology, reigned the fpace of two millions 
three hundred and forty^two tboufand 
four hundred and fixty-feren years. From 
him is defcended the whole body of the 
Japanefe nation, without exceptioiif and 
the greateft honour of their Diari refts in 
this emperor, being accounted defcend* 
ants from the eldeft (on of the firft demi« 
god. The hiftory of the dynafty of the 
God-men, is kept in the archives of 
Shento's prieft, and records the moft filly 
productions of an extravagant smagma^ 
tion. In many places of Japan are (hewn 
memorials of them, and in their temples 

they 
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people ftand gazing, with looks and gcf- 
tures of devout admiration, at the fwords 
of thofe heroes. 

China is not lefs oflentatioas in fet* 
ting forth the imaginary duration of its 
monarchy. According to Du Halde^ the 
great hiftory of that, ftatc commences 
with the empero Fo-ki-an^ who muft have 
lived about two thoufand five hundred 
years before the Chriftian aera, when the 
Babylonians were already poiTefled of a fc- 
ries of aftronomical obfervations. - Ob- 
fcMre as this origin is, the Chinefe chro* 
aology is deduced through ati uninteiv 
jrupted fuceeffion of twe»ty-two dynafties^ 
4owQ tq the prefent time. Some Chi- 
4Btefe even canry back the origin of their 
.empire far beyond the creation of the 
world. But this whole chronology^ whick 
Father Du Halde did little more than copy 
from Chinefe fuperftitton, but which M. 
Voltaire, froqi well-known motives, has 
'jbiboured to eftablifb, tias been totally 
#veitkroiWB, by a vary learned and im* 

pardd 
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partial Tartar^ no kfs a perfon tHan 
Kyen-Ily-Jao^ viccfo^ii of Canton : What 
then becomes of* tKisCh\gc{e Tanity ? 

Th£ inhabitants of Indoftan recur ftill 
farther into the fabulous world. Bernier^ 
when at Benares^ a city on the Ganges^ 
and which he terms the Athens of India^ 
was very pundual in his genealogical en* 
^uiries among the learned, and they im«» 
cnediately calculated to him millions of 
years at their fingers ends. Their Hanm 
firit^ or the language of the literati, ia 
which they fay the godhead imparted bis: 
will ,to them, by the miniftry of Brama^ 
comprehends fome hundred thoufandyears* 

The hiftory of the Malabara extendi 
to an infinite time. They talk of Daiu 
tna, Schoren, Pandyen, and many othet^ 
kings, who, according to their computa^ 
tion, muft have. lived long before ourepo*-^ 
cha of the creation. But if afked only 
the names of what princes reigned about 
two or three hundred years agOy th^y cant 
]give no anfwer. 

2se 
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In Paraguay, the natives, who have not 
been taught better by commerce with 
the Europeans, call the moon their 
mother, and on an eclipfe of that planet, 
like dutiful children, they run out of their 
huts, making the moft lamentable bowlings, 
and difcharging multitudes of arrows Inta 
the air, with a view of driving away a fierce 
dog which is endeavouring to tear it to pieces. 
To this afTault, they attribute the lunar 
eclipfes, and continue difcharging their ar- 
rows till the moon has recovered its ufuat 
brightnefs. 

The Swedes boaft an uninterrupredi Aic* 
ceffion of kings, from Noah, down to hit 
prefent majefty. The Edda and the FcluJ^a 
are, next to the facred fcripturei accounted 
the moft valuable monuments of all anti« 
quity. kudbeck more concerned for the 
imaginary honour of his country,than truths 
gives the Swedi A monarchy, an sera of 
twenty centuries anteriour to that of chrif* 
tianity ; whereas Rabenm queftions whether 
Sweden was fo much as inhabited even fo 

lately 
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'lately as the beginning of the fifth century ; 
ahd, according to Dalin*s hypothefis, Swe* 
den came into being only four hundred 
years before the nativity. The Laplanders 
abfolutely deduce their origin immediately 
from God, who produced at the fame time, 
their patriarch, and him of Sweden, and 
that the latter, in a tempeft, ran under a 
a tree, whereas the ftout-hearted Laplan- 
der, braved the flafhes, the blaftsand im- 
petuous rain in the open air. 

The vanity founded on imaginary no- 
bility, flows from the fame tainted fpring, 
as that, founded on the antiquity of a na- 
tion ; every one, to be fure, accounting him- 
fclf the more noble, the more ancient the 
date of his nobility. 

Nobility is not, indeed, without its • 
value, when acquired by perfonal merit, or 
the eminent fervices of anceftors j but to 
pride one's felf abfolutely in a title and coat 
of arms, or even on the fervices of anceftors, 
io zt to negleA the acquirement of perfonal 

merits 
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merit, is a ridicule not to be too feyerely 
expofed. A noble birth in Right Ho« 
nourables of ihallow underftandings, pro- 
duces only pride. Self efteem in noble- 
men, whofe' honour it is to be defcended 
from heroes or fages, but whofe misfor- 
tunes it is to bear little or no refemblance 
to them, makes no better figure than t 
young gentleman out at the elbows, to 
boaft of the illuftrious blood which boils in 
his veins. 

Scarce a farmer or tradefman in Spain 
is without his genealogical table, which, 
like thofe in vogue among the Irifh, feldom 
flop fliort of Noah's ark. This chimerical 
nobility will not allow a Spanifli farmer to 
put his hand to the plough. Labour, they 
think, is fit only for flaves. Two hours 
work in a day is as much as a nian of a 
liberal way of thinking can ftoop to. The 
confequence of this is, he hires fome fo- 
reigner to till his grounds and difpofe of 
their produdi, while he lounges at home, 
or at moft, exer^ifes his fingers on a guitar* 

^ But 
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But when fuch a high-born hufbandmarT 
debafes his bands fo as to guide the ploughs- 
he has- a waj of dignifying this mean oc- 
cupation, -fticking fome cock's feathers in 
his hat, with his cloak and fword lying by 
him ; but on the apj^earance of company, 
he immediately quit^ the plough, throwt 
tin his cloak) claps* his toled6 und^rhisarm, 
ftroaks his muftachios, and ftruts like ar 
gentleman taking the air ; a Frenchman and 
beggar are the fame thing with the 'com- 
monality in Spain* Multitudes of French 
reforting thither for work, efpecially in 
the time of vintage ; and the Swiflers are 
in. a fair way of being looked on in no 
better light ; for I fee every day, and with 
extreme concern I fee it, companies of 
fturdy Roman Catholic Swiflers, with their 
pretty wive& and a flock of children, tramp- 
ing away to Spain, as they themfelvcs fay, 
fy Aveidjiarvini at homcy and who can bhmi 
k$f 

THE-Floi^ntSiie hebilhy vit6 extremfely 
referved and haughty towards foreigners^ 

who 
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who cannot prove their nobility, and> in 
reality, may be only commoners; yet 
amidft all this faftuoufnefs, it is a known 
fa£l, that in the palaces and fineft lioufes 
of Florence, there is a little window to tht. 
ftreet with an iron knocker, and over it an 
empty flaflc, as a fign that wine is to be fold 
there, even by the fingle flafk* There is 
no inconfiftency in a Florentine nobleman; 
felling a pound of raifms, or a yard of rib- 
bon, oraflafk of rot-gut wine; yetwouldhe 
think it a fad derogation from his nobility 
to introduce an Englifh man, however great 
his merit might be, if not of quality, into. 
public affemblies, where every one takes 
on him the title of prince, marquis, count, 
&c. 

At Verona, a decayed noble, of one of 
the firft families of that city, attends fo»- 
reigners as Cicerontj or interpreter, to fhew 
them the curiofities of the place. Coming. 
into the coffee houfe with an acquaintance 
of mine, he very cordially reliihed the title 
^iixcilUncyy which was profufely given him 

by 
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'by his brother nobks. The public places 
at Naples, fwarm with fuch excellencies in 
thread'bare cloth of gold watftcoats^ but 
Scarce a pair of ftockings. 

The mountains of Piedmont and the 
-county of Nicie, conceal the remains of 
^ome illuftriofis families, Tiow reduced to 
farming and hulbshidry, yet fliil retaining 
•a high ftnfe of their original dignity. An 
iEnglifli traveller who was obliged to fpend 
a night in a rottagc of one of thefe dig- 
nifi^ farmers, heard the father call to his 
cldeft fort, chevalier aS'tndonne a manger aitx 
•cochifiSy i. e. knight have you fed the pigs, 

* ThIe nbbility of the Natch«s^ a ttibe of 

XfOuiflana, term the commonality, miche, 

-nliiche, quepy^ wWch anfwers to llinking 

fellow, whflft they themfelves confift of 

j^i, ncblesj arid -honour ables. The funs arc 

thofe defc^nded from a man and a woman 

who pretend to be immediately iffued from 

the fun. This man and woman became 

the legiflators of the nation, and having 

children, left behind' them an fnjunftion, 

E that 
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that their iflue ihoukl always be diftin- 
guiihed from the bulk of the nation ; but. 
that their blood might not be adulterated 
by any plebeian marriages, and to prevent 
the difagreeable confequences of their wives 
playing falfe, they farther enaded, that no* 
bility (hould be tranfmitted only through 
the women. Their children, of either fex» 
are termedyi/i^j, and honoured as fuch : but 
with the difference, that this dignity, in 
the males, appertained only to one man^ 
and became extindi at his death. The foa 
of a femzltfun is ^fun equally with his 
mother, but his fon is only a nobleman^ 
his grandfon an honourable^ and the latter's 
ion zjiinking fellow. 

Such is the pride fpringing from an^ 
imaginary antiquity; yet, on which in* 
genious nations value themfelves no 
lefs than a country efquire, fluffed with 
peafe ind ham, on his geneological parch-, 
ment* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

JLeligious Pride. 



T 



RUE and falfe religions have alike 
been, with contraAed minds, the roots of 
a particalar pride which grows up to a 
brandi of the national. A bigot, befi Jes 
accounting his religion the only orthodox, 
defpifes and execrates every other, peremp- 
torily pronouncing fentence of damnation 
on sdl of different fentiments. 
, TThis wretched bigotry Springs from a 
prepoSelfion of being a member of the only 
ctiurch in which falvation is to be had, 
and confequently, that the adherents to 
every other religion, are caft-atuays^ ap- 
pointed to broil in hell to all eternity. 
There is not the leaft neceffity of a religion 
being true, for its pr<rfefrors to value them- 
felves fo extravagantly, and treat their fel- 
lowrcreatures with fuch difdain and cruelty, 
fidiities being embraced with no lefs pcr- 

E 2 tinrxity 
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tinacity and vehemence than truths j butif !ai 
perfon's religion be evidently deduciblefrom 
the do£lrine ofChrift and his apoftles, and 
confequei)tly .true, yet to condemn, to 
damn others who have not received the like 
inftrudions, or who naturally want capa- 
city to comprehend the excellency of a 
iyftem, which is diametrically opp<^te to 
every thing they have been taught, have 
feenand heard from the breaft, is folly in the 
very abftra£^, and even inhuaianity» 

Men are not to pa6 fentence fo lightly 
on each other : he who is to judge us, is a 
God of clemency, and he will judge us ac- 
cording to our integrity, candour, ' and zeal 
in ferving him. If every orie does not take 
the neareft and beft way, yet is he in a way 
that leads to the fame end, if he believes in 
revelation, by which we are dire<9:ed to a 
life of uniform virtue and holinefs, as fitting 
us to become partakers of all the pro* 
mifes of religion. The hope of falvatipn 
is grounded on the religion of a man, and 
tiot on his theology ^ not fo ^luch on his 

opinions 






NATIONAL PRIDE. 77 

opinions and his knowledge, as on the pu- 
rity and fublimity of his life. Thus, he 
who has habituated himfelf to examine and 
purify his heart, and, who confequently 
makes the honour and fervice of the God 
whom we acknowledge, the decifive motive 
of all his deportment and condu£t, may be 
truly devout in all religions* 

But God hirfifclf frequently complains 
that no where is felf-deccit and prejudice, 
fo glaring and violent as in religious matters. 
Priefts of all religions cry aloud to their 
•congregations^ 'tis only we who are in the 
Tight, th« only true religion is ours, all the 
others are compounds of abfurdities, or 
ribaldry, and dodlrines defcrving the ftake. 
Even in that church, whofe charafteriftic 
and priiKipal injunftion, is love, gentle- 
mefs, and long-fufFering, ievery party and 
fc<El anathematize the dodrines of all others, 
only for bair-breadth difFerences. The 
polemic fyftem of one afferts what is re- 
futed in another, while reciprocal alterca- 
tions eat up in both parties the very eilcnce 

E3 of 
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of religion. There is fcarcean error which 
is not maintained by one or other, as a fa- 
cred truth. Every party values itfelf on its 
proofs, and with an air of triumph derides 
the other. Every one writes as if infallible, 
yet every one writes the very reverfe of what 
has beeji written by others. The ftrength 
of arguments depends chiefly on the country 
where they are advanced ; what one place 
holds a dangerous fallacy, is, a few miles 
ofF^ efteemcd an effential truth. 

Th«se fiery clalhings appear to me the 
lefs extraordinary, as many impartial theo- 
logians declare that the fpirit of party-prc* 
judice^ and the fuppofed facrednefs of the 
fyftem, once embraced, hoodwinks even 
divines of no fmall erudition and perfpi- 
cacity, that in defending their opinions they 
overlook common fenfe. It has often been 
cbferved with juft concern, that the parties 
labour hard in building calHes in the zit 
againft one another, that the bible is proved 
from the fyflem, indead of proving the fyf- 
tern from the bible ^ that the facred book 
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is no farther known than by detached paf^ 
fages delivered from the pulpit in thcfer- 
mons of their predeceflbrs, and thefe having 
faid it ftands fo in fuch and fuch a plac^ 
in'thc bible, they have been implicitly be- 
lieved; or the pafTages have been mutilated 
or diftorted^or a forced interpretation con- 
trary to the natural fcope of the words put 
on them; in this difpofition they have re- 
courfe to all kinds of illiberal chicane and 
pitiful fophiftry ; and at length they both 
hHuouOychzuntJo Paan for their fuppofed 
viStory. 

■ From fuch oracles, as pure fprings, it.. 
is, that moft chridians feek the truth ; 
wh^sreas fuch authorities only inflamt 
' the frantic zeal inftilled into them, in their 
early years, by bilious teachers ; confulting 
whattheirchildhood had imbibed as inviolable 
truths : finding proofs where in reality there 
ftre none, and exploding thofe of the anta- 
gonifts as futile, if not profane* Thus both 
combatants and controverfies become in« 

£ 4 creafed^ 
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cceafed y errors, heretics, and heretic, &ila;t^ 
]^ers, multiply ad infinitum^ 

AccoitDXNGi.Y all fe£bs and religipys par- 
ties ever attributed to themfelv.es a ki^ad ef 
iDfallibility. . Every one feeds him'felf with 
the wretched notion that among all the 
many religious communities there is bu( 
one whofe confef&on o£ faith comprehends, 
all the theological truths ia their abfplute: 
purity^^ not deigning to confider th^t in ^r? 
faia points others may fee clearer. than 
themfelvcs. Every fecSt deals i^tK>ut it$.^ 
fulmiaations ; all others are immeried^ ij^ 
Cimmerian da^-knefs, and under the pofirer 
of fatan j and to fupport theiis axich^itiibl^^ 
denuntiations the teflimony of the omi^if* 
.cient God is brought in, virbereas on a 
clofer enquiry this tefiimony is found ta 
be only the tefiimony of the favourite fyC^ 
tQm, Speaking contemptuoufiy of ano-r 
ther fe6^ impli/^s the praife of one's, own; it 
is with our religion as with, our watches i 
tbofe of others go either too fafb or too fl^w^ 
9ur's onjy give^ the tru£ hour of the day* 

Thx$ 
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Thi» bigotry is ofteir carried fo far as to 
inlifi all illufi^ious names, into our religion^ 
The generality of the Turks firmly believe- 
Adam, Noah, Mofes, all the prophets, and 
even Chrift himfelf,. to have been Mahome^ 
fans: and theCoran makes Abcah am neither ft 
Jew nor a Chriftian^ but a thorough muffel- 
ihan« Mr. Voltaire will have Fenelon to» 
to have been a dtiit ; the peafams about 
l^aples. hold Virgil to be a. faint, and a little 
edifice near his grave, the chapel where he 
liied to read mafs*. 

The contempt of a different refigion verf 
often depends on the nature of the accounts: 
given us of its rites and tenets* * Tacitus 
feys, that the Jews worftiipped the image of 
an afty ia their fan£tuary, in comm'emorar 
tioixofanafs having brought tbein into th^* 
light way, when they were bewildered, andi' 
to a pool of water when perifhing for thirft.. 
Ftutarch tdls us, that the Jews worfbip the' 
hog, on account of having firft learned, agri- 
culture from that animal ; that the feaft of 
Tabernacles is celebrated in hbnour off 

E 5. Bacchjus^ 
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Bacchus, and their Sabbath inftituted for the 
Jikc purpofe. The cuftoms of the moft irre- 
proachable and very beft of men^ the primi- 
tive chriftians,bcing mifunderftood,or rather 
quite unknown, their enemies made them 
matter of ridicule, contempt,and of abhor- 
rence. The Jews abfolutely believed them 
guilty of the foiileft crimes } the Pagana 
alErm, that an afs with claws was* their only 
ffidj that on an initiation into the myfte^ 
ries of their religion, the banquet of the 
folemnity was a child covered with confed- 
erated meal ; that a common praAice in 
their religious aflemblies was, to put all 
the ligh^ts.out, and give themfelves up to 
the moft abominable lewdnefs ; that they 
threatened to fet the whole earth and the 
ftars on iire ; and made no fcruple of mur-. 
der or infeft ; that they were declined ene- 
inies of the gods and the emperor, and 
mocked at the reftraints of purity and 
nature. 

It is but too often feen that the enemies 



bf a religion are not acquainted with that 

religion. 
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religion, as hatelng it ; and that it is only 
from thcirnotknowingitthattheydohateit. 
They charge their ad verfarics with do£lrines 
which they realty abhor, anJcon(equcnce* 
en which they never fo much as thought. 
They delight in fpreading themoft ridicu- 
lous calumnies againft the minifters of op* 
polite religions. A Franconian noble- 
man apprehending his fon to be a little 
tainted with free-thinking, charged the- 
ybiing gentleman by way of preferving him 
in all the orthodoxy of Catholicifm, as he 
was fetting out on his trai^ls, never 
trf have any thing to do zvith prote/fafif 
clergymen, telling him very ferioufly, they- 
are one and all Sodomites, 
- They who imagine their eftablifliedrcr- 
IJgion to be the only true, befides fancying; 
themfelves the fole objefts of divine love, 
feldom behave with common humanhy to- 
wards the profeffors of other religions. Tlie 
Jews have ever accounted themfelves the' 
Lord's chofen people ; and even in our Sa- 
Ytour's time, looked upon the Samarkanr 

£ 6 as- 
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a& unworthy of their intercourfe ; and their 
dQ£lors carried this point fo far, as to pro<^ 
siounce the deiiring or accepting of any> 
thing from a Samaritan, to* be fcandalous^ 
nay to be unlawful. Even at prefent, they; 
will hot make ufe of a cbriftian's wine, lefl: 
the errors and vices of thechriftians fliouldy. 
as if impregnating the wine, defile their 
Hebraic purity. According to the Tal- 
mud, no Joy is to falute a Ghriftian, with-- 
qui curfipg, him inwardly in his heart, nos 
tfi, WJih him a. good voyage or journey,^ 
lyithout a tacit addition, liif that of Pha^ 
rfioh to the Red-feoj or of Haman to th^ 
gflIlotu$* 

The Mahometan religion has a tenden^ 
cy to fwell its nurfelings with moft airo^ 
gant Ipftinefs. In the opinion of the Turks^ 
Mahomet is the man promifed fo long aga* 
to their children. God and the angels payr 
their compliments to him ; the ftar3 wel* 
corned him, the trees met hin), he with his 
finger fplit the moon. He made roafted 
i^oulders of veal fpeak, and in.th^ twelfth; 

yeai 
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year of his divine miffion was taken up into 
heaven, where the mouth of the moft High 
kimfel^ let him into his iecpets and myile- 
ries. If to tbefe we add the promifes mode 
by Mahomet to his difciples, of the future 
glory of bis kingdom in this world, anJ 
of its fplendor and volupiuoufnefs in the 
next, the contempt which a Turk enter- 
tains for more humUe and more mortifiedf 
leligions is no more than natural. 

Ths Mufulmen, fo far from entering' 
into intimate conne£Hons with infidels, load 
them with the moft vir-ulent obloquy and 
contemptuous nick-names. Themfelves 
^ey dignify with the appellation ofSonniteSj 
k e. True-believers ; whereas the followers 
of Ally are Schiitesy which imports a dcfpi-- 
cable and reprobate feA. It being wcrj 
feldom that a Turk brazens out a glaring 
felfity^ if the truth of: what he fays, 
or his fincerity be queflioned, his common 
return is. What do you take me for a Chrif^ 
tbn? All Infidels, the Turks look pn as 
dogs, which by their very approach, com- 
municate 
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municate defilement to an orthodox MufuP 
man. Accordingly there is a trafi beweea 
Mecca and Medina in which no Infidel it 
lo fet his foot, or he will never fet his foot 
in any other. And fo ftri£lly is this order 
executed, that fhould even an ambafTadoc 
of an Infidel prince, defigning for Mecca,. 
unknowingly commit fuch a falfe ftep, and 
when advifed of it,, does not jmmediateljr 
withdraw, the Cherifor prince^is obliged ta 
ufe compulfory meafures*. NoChriftiancan 
fettle in the countxy of Hezgans, the citiea 
of Mecca, Medina, and Jamama, being » 
part of it. Neither Chriftians nor J^ws- 
can be pcefent in Egypt, at the opening: 
the canals of the Nile,,lea{l the water (bould 
be kept back by their filthinefs. The Ma- 
hometan fe(5ls, are little lefs difcourteous a^ 
mong themfclves, railing at each other, as 
adulterating and perverting their prpphet's 
doi^rine, and txciting the people to mu- 
tual rancour. The Perfians annually ob- 
ferve a feftival in honour of their prophet 
Jliy in which are produced two. oxen, the 

ftronger 
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ftronger of which is diftinguilhed by the 
name oi Aliy and the weaker is called Of- 
num. Thefe beafts are fet a fighting, and* 
AH having always the advantage, the wife 
IpeSators, conclude themfelires to beortho* 
dox, and the Turks, as the diictples of the 
vanquifhed Ofman, to be (hort-figlned he- 
retics. The Turks, on the other hand, 
aflirm, that the Perfians aire deftined to be 
the afies, oh which, at the laft day, the 
Jews are to ride to hell. 

The Mahometans- wrong the Chriftians, 
and the Chriftians no lefs the Mahometans. 
No Turk, in the leaft, queftions the unity 
of the God-head ; and yet, how often have 
they been reproached and ridiculed, as 
worihipping the inanimate ftars \ whereas 
they are fuch ftaunch believers of the divine 
unity, that mifunderftanding our doftrine 
of the Trinity, they charge us with Po- 
titheifhi* Mahometans are, in many 
Chriftian books, fet down as pagans, and 
the Turkifh empire termed paganifm. 

The 
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The Arab, firmly perfuaded of the ioK 
fallibility of his Caliph, laughs at the Tar-^ 
tar's ftupid credulity, in holding his Lams 
to be immortaL A feather, a hoin, a ifaell^ 
a lobfler's claw, a root, and the like, after 
eonfecration^ by two or three unintelligible 
words, become among the negroes, an. ob*^ 
]pSt of worihip and of atteftation in their 
judicial oaths. They fee, in the earth that 
bears them, an immenfe number of Gods^ 
and ridicule the Ch«iftians taking itp with 
one only. The ihhabitants of Mount Bata 
conceive every man to be a feint, who, be* 
fore his: deaths eats a roafted cuckow, and 
yet wonder at the fottifhfi^ft of the Indian, 
nidi;aggit^ a»cow by the tail to the bed of 
a flck peifon, and accounting the patient 
fanftified and bleffed, if the cow fcatters 
ibme of her w^ter in his face. With likecon* 
tempt does be look on the Tartarian princes,, 
who affure tbemfelveSj that all their con- 
cerns in futurity, are very fefe, if they can 
but make a mefs of their Lama\ excre- 
inents \ and farther, he is out of patience 

at 
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9$ the Srainin, who, for ihe more exalted 
purification of new converts, confines dienai 
to a diet of cow dung for fix momlis. 

In the kingdom of Tanjaour tbcie are 
9rai9in9 who derive their lineage from the 
godi» and thus conceit themlelves to be a- 
bove the king himfelf. The bare touch 
pf any o|)e of a lower clafs, as the Pereai^ 
defilfifs theoi : the latter dare not prefunie (^ 
l»)uch 9s to. worfliip the £une deities. Tbofe 
3nwii|s, befides an exemption from capital 
puniihment, are in fuch high conftderatioa 
that the inferior clafles of the Malabariani 
quietly fubmit to the laws which thefe in« 
perious drones prefcribe to them. 

The $eftarics in Japan, called Jurjs 
Ftrje^ had fonnerly-fuch abfurd conceits of 
their fpotlefs fandity, as to decline 9II in- 
tercourfe with other men. The dolors of 
the SintOy the primitive religion of Japan, 
were not a whit more moderate, fhunnin? 
the very fpeech of both laity and clergy 
profe£Bng the Budlb, the modern religion 

of 




90 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

of that country^ as an abominable poll utioiri 
and the Budfo priefts return like for like. 

The Dairi or Japanefe Pope may be 
almoft faid to have divine honours paid him 
even whilft 1 i ving. He deigns not fe mucfa 
as to touch the earth with his feet; and the 
fun is not allowed the favour of (hining on 
his head. So facred is his hair, his beard 
and nails, that the excrefcencesof them are 
hot to be meddled with, But whilft he h 
fleeping ; the Japanefe holding what is 
taken from the Dairi's body to be ftolen, 
and that theft is no affront or detriment to 
his (andity. He was ancieritly to fet ibme 
hours on his throne, without moving in 
the leaft any one part of bis body, not fo 
much as his eyes, as an emblem of the per- 
fect repofe which this ftillnefs procured to 
the ftate. They even imagined, that had 
the Dairi caft a look towards any quarter^ 
the province on that fide would foon have 
Aiffered fome fevere devaftation by war or 
famine. The firft proper emperor of Japaa 
was ftiled the man of the moft illuftrious 

pedigree^ 
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pedigree, the monarch of heaven, the /on 
of the gods ; and thefe titles have been 
continued to the Diari, who on his de- 
mife is numbered among the gods ; tho* 
the £ubo(bma, or natural fovereign, 
like the prefent kings of Portugal, Spain, 
France, and Naples, retain all the earthly 
prerogative. 

Th£ court of his Japanefe Holinefs 
confifts, for the moft part, of fuch high- 
fpirked and illuftrious perfonages. If not 
above making ftraw-baikets, horfe-flioes, 
and other fuch low ware, to keep them- 
ielvet from ftarving, yet do they bring 
their pedigree from the iirft demi-god of 
the fixond Japanefe dynafty, and accord- 
ingly treat the reft of the fpecies as dogs. 
Even the very meaneft church^fervants, 
who may be ranked with the playhoufe 
candle-jhuffers at Paris, have the fame 
high conceits of their purity, their fanc- 
tity, and dignity. But their opinion of 
Chriftians may partly be guefled at from a 
lat^ cuftom of obliging the Dutch to 

ibk 
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fink all their dead off Nangazaki har- 
bour, as unworthy of a burial in Japan ; 
and though thefe candid mercantile fouls 
afiured them, tht deceafid .were onhf H$l^ 
landers^ and n$t Ckri/iians. 

Thus do men, as it were, ftrive who 
fliall be moft forward and violent in fidi/* 
culing, defpifing, and execrating one ano^ 
ther, each coaceitrng himfelf 2t member 
of the o&ly true religion, or a being of 
txclufive and immaculate hc4!nefs» A 
ichifm from the different k&s being held 
indifpenfible to iUtvation, precludes all im« 
partiality. This fchifm 'with the imagi- 
nary infallibility in all communities, and 
* the wretched fpirit of perfecution of many 
noted theologians, ftimulate the hare- 
brained to (land up againftaU opponents, for ^ 
the do£irines efpoufed by our predecet- 
fors ; that muLtitiides of devout eomba^ 
tants, armed cap-a-pee, and with the 
gauntlet in hand, to throw to any ones 
who gives but the leaft fign of hoftility^ 
ilgaioft the tenets of their church ; ind 

then* 
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then, like Peter, lay ^bout them without 
order : this, of courfe, breeds reciprocal 
animofities, execrating all who will go to 
iieaven by another way than that which 
they have taken. A reformed minifter, if 
caught preaching in France, his neck 
pays for it ; and in Sweden, a Jefuit only 
fetting his foot in the country, is emai^ 
^ttlated. 

Shall we poor (hort'-Iived worms, 
whofe breath is in our noftrils, thus pre- 
fume to hate and perfecute one another, 
'for difagreement of fentiments about need- 
lefs ipinofities, and things beyond our low 
fiate? Are we creatures of the duft to 
f)refcribe to the Moft High, and debafe 
the judgments of the aniverfal fbvereign 
with the imprcfles of ear ignorance or our 
paffione i 
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£ngli(h have made broad, finooth, ftnit 
roads in Ireland and Minorca, yet never 
could the Infli or the Minorcans be 
heartily brought to make ufe of diofb 
roads, though manifeftly fo commodious^ 
from a notioh of their being badges of 
flavery. Thus, in tkeir ftubbom averfioit 
to innovations, . they ufed to keep their 
old ways, though crooked and almoft ini« 
pradltcable. 

Another fpecies of freedom, • and on 
which a firft-rate nation in Europe values^ 
itfelf, confifts in the open breach of cer- 
tain ufages, refpe£ting good manner^ and 
decency, fubmittlng to them but juft as 
one thinks fit. Purfuant to this valuable 
liberty, a perfon carelefsly throws himfelf 
backward in an armed chair, when tilr^ of 
fitting upright ; he a{ks an acquaintance 
to a meal at any time, and frankly fays 
the wine is not good, when it ii really 
not fo. But farther, which Will appear 
(hocking to our modefly, if a lady is in 
a coach with gentlemen, the freedom of 

her 
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iter nation warrants her, in a certain exi« 
gence, to remain in the coach ; and (he 
need not bluih to fend to the next houfe 
to favour her with a chamber-pot. 

Th£ pride ariiing from an imaginary 
valour, is conaeAed with too high an efti* 
mate of the national bravery, and an im- 
bis prudent contempt of the enemy. A 
people who believe themfelves to be brave, 
and are not fo, or not to fuch a degree as 
they are pleafed to imagine, look on their 
€nemy with a rafli contempt, which yet 
ao difappointment, no defeat, no expe- 
rience of their weaknefs can remove. • 

When Tigranes was informed of Lu- 

cujlus's marching towards him, it gave 

him no manner of concern, making him- 

, (df fure that the conful, on the firft fight 

of his formidable army, would turn tail,* 

and make the beft of their way out of 

Afia. When the Romans came in fight, 

Tigranes wiihed, with feme vexation .that 

all the generals and forces of Rome at 

once were to have a trial of fkill' with 

F him. 



98 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

him, his army amounting to two hundred 
and fixty thoufand men, and the Romans 
not having above twenty ; that no glory 
could be got by trampling under foot fuch 
a handful. I'hefe people, faid he^ come 
in greater number as envoys, than as 
enemies. All his generals prefled on him 
with their offers, to take that rabble, as 
they called them, prifoners. Early the 
next morning, when the Armenians 
thought of nothing hut hemming in the 
Romans, and had regulated^ their difpofi* 
tions accordingly, Lucullus made a mo- 
tion, which Tigranes miftook for a re- 
treat. The eagle of their firft legion fud- 
denly wheeled to the right, and all ^he 
cohorts alertly followed. Are they march? 
ing towards us f cried Tigranes, at once 
awakening from his long lethargy ; they 
continued, as ordered by Lucullus, to 
march up, and come to clofe fight with 
the Armenians, whofe military (kill reach- 
ed no farther than fighting at a diftance. 
Thus, not expelling this rude attack, 

- their 
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fttir cavalry fell back on their infantry, 
which throwing it into diforder, the Ar- 
menians were totally defeated, and with 
great flaughter; whereas, the lofs on the 
Roman's fide was but fix flain, and about 
an hundred wounded. 

An imaginary valour of another kind is 
that of the Abyffinians. Father J>abo, a 
Portugueze iniffionary, being introduced 
to a king of this country, and taken up 
with the thoughts of paying him fome 
well-turned compliment, feveral brawny 
fellows fuddenly fell upon him, and gave 
him many fevere blows. The father flew 
towards the door, where many compli- 
ments were paid him, and he was given 
to underftand, that the treatment he had 
met with was an eftabliihed cuftom, to 
fignify to all foreigners, that the whole 
world does not afford fo brave a people as 
the Abyffinians, ^and therefore that all 
were to fubmit to them. 

The pride arifing from imaginary 
ftrength, is too high an ^imate of it. 

F a How 



ICX5 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

How extravagant was Xerxes, in orderii^ 
chains to be thrown into the fea, as to 
fetter it, and three hundred ftrokes to be 
laid on it, for having broken down one of 
his bridges ! On Mount Athos he caufed 
to be written, " Prefunoptuous Atho^ ! 

4 

thou who lifteft up thy head to the (ky, 
prefume not to oppofe thyfelf to my lar 
bourers with ftones that are not to be 
hewn, or I fhall hew thee thyfelf down, 
and tumble thee into the fea." Aiiatic 
pride, in our times, attributes fuch power 
to men, that according to the ideas of 
thofe people, nothing on earth remains to 
be done by a fuperior being. The king 
of the Malayas ililes himfelf lord of the 
winds, and the eaftern and weftern oceans. 
The Mogul, among other titles, is a con- 
queror of the world, and king of the unl- 
verfe ; the very nobles of his court are 
nothing lefs than thunder-hurlers, lighten- 
ing-darters, army-demolifhers. 

The Natches, that petty iofignificant 
nation, were, according to an ^ old tradi- 
tion 
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tion of theirs, the moft powerful nation in 
al/ North America. The chief nobility 
coniifted of five hundred funs^ with one 
great fun at the head of them. — A cir- 
cumftance in the modern pride of the 
auguft fovereign of this handful of peo- 
ple, is very laughable. Every morning, 
ftalking out of his hut, he gives the fun 
a nod, bids it fmoke it's pipe, and with 
his finger indicates the courfe which it is 
to take that day. 

Thb pride fpringing from an imaginary 
confideration, is fetting too high a value 
on one's coniideration. It h^s been faid, 
that, perhaps, there was fcarce a French- 
]naii,*who did not arrogate to himfelf a 
part of the honour of the Siamefe env- 
bafly, and value himfelf not a little on 
that extraordinary compliment. The na- 
tional pride of the French fometimes 
makes them ridiculous, and even hated, in 
matiy particulars of the imaginary gran- 
deur attributed to their king, or his mi- 
jiifters and generals. A French colonel, 

F 3 being 
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being once in Bruflels as a travell^r^ and 
not knowing how to difpofe of bimfelf 
better, he was for going to the grande 
fijfemblie. On his being told that it wa» 
held at a prince's, he anCwered, What*t 
that to me ? — But only princes are ad- 
mitted there Oh^ replied the French- 

inan, laft year» when we took the city, I 
had them by dozens^ in my anti-chamber, 
^vnd nothing more civil , and complaifant 
than they. The abbot of the abbey of, 
Muri, in SwilTerland, being a prince of 
the facred Roman empire, cannot do with'»' 
out his four great officers of ftate, fuch 
as they are, for the hereditary marOiars 
yearly falary is but forty gold-guilders* 
Strangers are invited to court, where they, 
are entertained in about the fame varie^ 
and elegance as a taylor at bis eating- 
boufe. Before his Highnefs are placed 
hody dUhes, which no gueft is to prefume 
to touch ; he likewife has his body wine, 
whilft ^1 others muft be contented with 
a fnore (bber fort« The Cham of Tar- 
tar/ 
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tary has not fa much as a boufe, and 
}ives purely on the fpoil ; yet fmch is bit 
pride, that after a repaft of milk and 
horfe-flefli in a coarfe tent, be orders an 
kerald to proclaim, fhat all the princa and 
fotentatis of 'the werld may go to dirmer. 

But I queftion whether the pricfe, 
arifing from an imaginary ccnfuleration, 
was ever carried farther than by a Negrd 
Jcing on the coaft of Gvinea, whofe n:e- 
giory the illuftrious author of the Perfian 
Letters has thought fit to perpetuate.-** 
Some Frenchmen going afliore in his do* 
minions to buy refrefhments, cfiey wert 
carried before this monarchy who was 
holding a council under a tree, and feated 
on lu3 throne, a piece of wood like a 
butcher'is block, buc he, as^ haughty as if 
it had been the throne of the Great Mp* 
guL On e^tch fide of him ftood his yeo* 
men of the guard, half a dozen fellows 
with wooden pikes ; over him was an 
umbrella as a canopy | his diftinguifhlng^ 
ornament^ like that of his royal confort, 

F 4 was 
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W{is the fleck blackncfs of their fkin, and 
fome rings* With great ferioufnefs ild 
this monarch afk, Jxn I muck talked of in 
France ? 

I couLB have enlarged this chapter with 
innumerable examples ot royal abfurdi- 
ties; but Vitellius's piudent evafion ta 
a very critical queflion of Caligula, in- 
duces me to break it off (hort. That 
brain-fick emperor had the effrontery pub« 
Ikrly to maintain, that he was of divine 
extra£iton, atid, in proof of it, aiked Vi- 
tellius if he had not often feen him Ije' 
with the moon ? Vitellius made anfwer^ 
ThefeyilluftriQits Caligula^ are mj/tents which 
mne but gids art Ufpidt of. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of Priiiy as fifing from ignoranu rffo* 

nign affairs. 



I 



.Gnorakcx of foreign aiFairs is as a 
foft couch, on which one nation, reclined 
in perfeA . cafe and felf-complacency, 
views other nations, defpifes things which 
are out of the verge of its knowledge, 
aftd thus maltes itfelf as ridiculous as the 
Paris bookfeller, who, with a ftare of a- 
mazement, a(ked. How ! has the king of 
Pruffia a library ? And a fop of the fame 
nation afking a Dane, whether Ihe king . ^ 
of Denmark kept his coach ? For which 
impertinence the Goth was near putting 
an end to his afking queftions, had not 
company interpofed. 

The Italians, who in our times know 
better, entertained the nooft contemptuous 
thoughts of the Tramontani^ or nations on 

F s this 
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this fide the Alps^ as mere barbarians. 
The fciences, indeed, ^fter the conquefl 
of Conflantinople, tranfmigrated firft into 
Italy^ where, being generoufly: received, 
they improved and fpread into other coun- 
tries. An 'Italian writer fays of the Ger« 
mans, their foul is in the back-bone, and 
not in the head ; and theif . univerfities 
are ftables. 

Baillet, after quoting that rcurrtlous- 
fentence, fays, it fhould not therefore be 
matter of furprize, if we do not find in 
the German poetry, that delicate wit, 
which .charms in the modern Italians, and 
in the ancient Greeks and Romans.*-*- 
Martin^JIi, another Italian book-maker^ 
who for fomc years pad has, through the 
liberality of the Engliih, not the beft be- 
ftoWed, found London a very comfortable 
reildence, has the confidence to advance,; 
that Germany never produced a poet or 
phyfician ; and count Roncalli an Italian 
phyfician, has very lately affirmed in print, 
that no nation cf any learning is come inta 
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in$€ulatioru Did not this Right Honour- 
able pamphleteer know, that in tbefe 
enlightened times, every European nation, 
Aough. afl^iming the precedence in learnings 
to itfelf, allows the Englifli the fecond 
rank I and was it not^eEnglifh who 
brought inoculation into fuch vogue ? - 

Thc Germans are ridiculed by moft 
nations, as beails of burden finking under 
loads of materials towards the extenfion of 
literature. It is but a few years fince t 
read, in one of thebeftEnglilh magazines, 
that the German writers in. general have, 
like divines,, been noticed from time im- 
memorial,, for writing many books, and 
faying little, that they are incredibly labori- 
ous in compiling, and fpin out their com- 
pofitions to a frightful prolixity, wearying 
out the reader's patience without informing 
his underftanding ; and that every German 
head, is a littered ftudy. 

I SHOULD be no lefs injurious than this 
Engliihman, were I to tax the whole Eng- 
It/h nation with barbariAn^ becaufe, even in 

F6 thcfor 
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thefe dicyi of illumination, at the public 
difputes of the univcrfity of Oxford, on 
Afli-WednefiJay, a young prig, in a gro* 
tefque kind of habit, mounts the roftrum^ 
and with the impenetrable Ihieldof Arifto* 
telian quiddities, wards oiFthelea^en darts 
with which the fons of Scotus Burgers*^ 
dicius, and Smiglefius, impetuoufly ply 
him. 

A MINISTER offtateinPerfiaknowsjufF 
as much of th^ European tranfaAions as. 
he does of the tranfaftions in the moon 9 
the general notion in Perfia concerning our 
part of the world, cnaking it no more than* 
a fmall ifland in the waters of the North^. 
affordihg nothing good or beautiful, elfe, 
fay they : Why do the Europeans come and: 
fetch all fuch things from us, if they had 
any of their own ? 

The Chinefe, with all their fuppofed' 
knowledge, mean little more by the, fouK 
parts of the world, tha-n the Chinefe domi- 
nions ; accordingly their contempt of all 
other countries kpows no limits, and they^ 

imagine: 
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imagine that the heavenly bodies attend 
only on China, without any care or con- 
cern for other countries. They hold the 
earth to be a quadrangle, and China, which 
they place in the middle, to be not only 
the better, but the greater part of it. Ac* 
cordingly they term their country Chong 
que, i. e. the middle kingdom ; and Tien 
Hia, all under the Jky. A miffionary, in a 
Itaap of the world, which he made for the 
Chinefc, has, to gratify that abfurd notion, 
Kkewife placed China in the center. A 
truly Jeftfitical fetch indeed ! The Chi- 
nefc, in their own maps, make their empire 
take up the greater part of the earth j with 
the remainder of the world, as it were, fcat- 
teted about China, like very fmall iflands ; 
and as if that was not enough, their geo- 
graphical books give the moft ridiculous 
names to thofe iflands or kingdoms, Siao 
gin que inhabits the kingdom of Dwarfs, 
who are obliged to live as clofe together as 
grapes on the bunch, for fear of being 
fiiatched away by eagles and vultures, with 

other 
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other fuch infipid fables : however, tht 
Chinefe being now become fomething better 
acquainted with Europe, their geographart 
have been pleafed to exalt it to the dimeii- 
fions of one of the Canary iflands. 

Such is their felf-conceit, that they wouM 
have all foreign nations account it no fmall 
honour that the Chinefe will look on theni' 
as their fubje<!^s. It is extremely feldool 
that they are known to fend an envoy, foe- 
in their eftimate, a letter,, a prefent^ the 
coming of an ambaflador from any foreign 
kingdom to China, is the moft eflential 
mark of tribute and fubmiffion. The name* 
of the country from whence they came, ia 
immediately regiftered in the annals of the 
nation, among the tributary kingdoms. A. 
perfon only bringing a letter firom hit 
prince, paDes for an embafTador,. and bit- 
nation ftands upon record, as a ilave to* 
China. 

Thb emperor Yong tching, ia a %«cclt 
to the Jefuits, fays, / am the abfoluti kri ^ i 
the middle kingdom \ alhtherjlatii^ gnat 




NATIONAL PRIDE, in 

JmaU^fend me trihuii. It is tm tfihy Avtr- 
Jians to inftruH them. Jfihij an Jocik^ and 
comply with my inftruSiions^ well anJgoeJi 
ifnat^ I leave them t$ themfehis* 

In i758,thejefuit8endeavdured to bring 
the Chinefe miniilry to approve of an em- 
l}afiy from France, bot they would not hear 
cf it, as the fathers had (ignified, in a for- 
mal writing, that his Moft Chriffian Ma- 
jefty was not tributary to the Emperor of 
China *, that anjr prefents' which the Em- 
peror might fend to the king of France, 
would not be confidered as donations, that 
the king's letters were not to be accounted 
pctkions, nor the emperor's anfwers be re- 
ceived as orders. 

Th£ Japanefe are pofleiTed with the like 
folly, Nipon is the name, by which they 
. generally call their country, and fignifies 
the light of the fun ; for the Japanefe think 
themfelves at the eaftern extremity of the 
world, not knowing that the terraqueous 
earth i$ globular, and confequently have 
no idea of a country V lying eaft of one, and 

weft 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of Pride as arijingfrom a general Igmrance, 



A 



S felf-conceit, and an unjuft contempt 
of others, proceed from ignorance and a 
want of knowledge of one's felf; fona- 
^ tional pride which fprings from ignorance,' 
is the exorbitant value fuch nation attri- 
butes to its knowledge however contraded: 
and defe£luouS. 

The French are cenfured as imagining 
that their laws ought to be a ftandard for 
ail nations ; but this excefHve value of their 
laws would be niy^h abated, were it gene- 
rally known amon^g them, as indeed fome^ 
ingenuoufly confefs, that fcarce any traces 
of the law of nature and nations are to be 
feen in France, where moft reafonably to 
be expedited ; that among its 'numerous 
colleges and univerfities, where fo many 
unneceffary things are taught with fuch 

fedulity 



114 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

fcdulity, parade, and at fuch expence, 
not a fingle profeflbrfhip is to be found f^ 
the law of nature, and thus the French arc 
the only nacion who feem to hold the law 
of nature as good for nothing. They 
would not, I fay, be fo proud of their laws^ 
iitre the opinion of a v6ry great nun of their 
own nation, even Montefjuiiu himfclf, 
more known among them ; which is, that 
all their laws are originated from tjie con- 
f uiion of feudal anarchy* forming a milhapc» 
and tnonfirotts ftru£^ure, refembling a heap* 
of ruins thrown together at random ; that 
the law which, as an imagery of tha gene-' 
ral- order, ihould be totally of a piecc^evaqp 
where crofles it(elf, divides the citiacna 
inftead of unitiag theiB» and produces a 
hundred diflFerent ftatea, within one. 

Paovo England limps on the lame fide. 
Thefe felf-conceited iflanders account their 
common law, Uxjiirra^ to be fuch a model 
of perfection, that fo long ago as the year 
1469, Chancellor Fortefcue, in an ex- 
prefs treatife of his, pronounces it a ftn lb 

muck 
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much as as to doubc its fnftOkm *. Yet 
is this bait perkSt law charged to be is a 
great meafure, feiuuied 00 Qxae i^ypoed 
oiaxims, which, going ciifrmc,havc ob- 
tained the force of law» ^ though fwt 
leldoni' oppieffifCy crad^ aod ctcB 
^econcileable. 

And this is not aH; ferdiciigbthe 
ber of hwyers in Ef^^aad, and aU tnim^ 
ComfertaUyy and nanj IplrndkHy on di^ 
profefioo, it coojeftmcdtobe oock&dtaA 
40^0009 jet no where Axi fiich a deplofaUe 
ignorance (^ the law fitwsul m imon^ flijr 
liccndoos peopfe. Mnifc 300 fcm JfP^ 



• Fondcue was Locd CUcf Jvtk* a«4 1^4 

Chancellor of Eoghad vadcr Hcary ▼!« Ki^i 
his book /)/ LoM^hms Ugmm Amgfidtplne WMieca m^t' 
tife, which was oot pobliird tifl fhr flri^ iif <is«ni 
Aone, Ojt tkg ^eremu heimeem 0m idfi40t4 mU 

img and Fakk^ with wamj ULma €mmt^Ai^j%A* %i& 
fill lives in the ciccoB ^ lui tr>f EA^S^ik««e«^ *• 
Idgfa as any jvdge that ercr fxiim. Wt^it^^UUr-H^i* 
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a competent knowledge of the Engl ifh laws^ 
required twenty years clofe application; 
but the .flagitious praftices, of the very 
Flamens of juftice, have found means to 
fruftrate the many propofals for digefting 
the common law into a cjear and concife 

I 

fyftem, and even the cbmmiflions appointed 
by parliament for the better adminiftration 
of juftice. In the year 1659, the En^iih* 
lawyers fo far carried their iniquitous pointy 
that in confideration of ioo,oool. fterling.^ 
they obtained a folemnpromife of being con* 
tinued in the undifturbed enjoyment of the 
forenfic abufes ; and in that very £inie 
year one William Co]e emt)lpyed, his. pen 
in proving the Englifji lawyers to be the 
greateft cheats and catterpillars iii the^ 
nation. 
The hot and aduft climate ofSpain, pro- 
duces very keen and fubtle geniufes ; but 
a tafte for the marvellous, which ftill too 
much predominates there, diftorts nature, 
which is the true model of beauty and the 
fubliniie. The fciences in Spain, suid 

from 
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from pretty evident caufes, are manifeftly 
at 3 low ebb, yet it has been an imagina- 
tion of a long ftanding there, that God, 
when he honoured Mofes with a conference 
,pn Mount Sinai, fpoke Spanish, and has 
long fince revealed to them thofe fcientifi- 
cal fecrets, after which the curious in other 
nations, are ftill feeking. Among their 
arademies, is one which has entitled itfelf 
the Olympic ; and another has aflumed the 
ftile of the Radiant academy. 

The opinion of a whole nation indeed, 
is not to be concluded from the explana- 
tions of fome enthufiafts. Yet the multi- 
tude of panegyrics with which Torrubia's 
natural hiftory of Spain, publiihed in the 
year 17549 was ufhered in, may colledive- 
ly be accounted expreffive of the national 
charafter of the Spaniards, though I very 
readily allow of the equitable exceptions. 
One of thefe encomiafts, father Jerome of 
Salamanca, offers the following incenfe : 
jf very unfit inftrument fhould I be to exprefs 
the delight which this natural hiftnry gave me, 

even 
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iven had I a hundred tongues^ and were every 
little vein of my body endued with the language 
cf eloquence. He exclaims^ in hopes that 
all Europe hears him. Torruhia is Jhe 
crowned lion of Spain^ a modern Gerion^ a 
philofopher who has caught nature in the faS^ 
a giant who has nothing abdve him^ but hie 
incomparable Natural Hijlwy. On him Pro* 
vidence he/lowed every advantage ; and whgf 
tranfcends all advantages^ it has crowned its 
gifts by cauftng him to be born in Spain^ 
in happy Spain ! Thou faithful genius of our 
nation I thou art ever conjiant and conji/lenf^ 
ever illuminated^ ever infuperable. Ignorance 
and error mujl lay themfelves fubmijfwe at tlty 
feet* 

The Chinefe are highly celebrated for 
their fcience and literature, of which they 
are proportionately proud ; and yet, by 
what I can perceive, it is in reality of 
their ignorance that they are proud. This 
e;ctraordinary idea entertained of China, is 
owing to the accounts of travellers, who 
often betray a great fondnefs for the mar* 

vellouS) 
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Tetlous, efpecially tbefe marvels not being 
without an appearance of trutb. The 
tonfideration-of the large and magnificent 
libraries of China ; the aftoniflilng number 
of their graduates and colleget, and foni« 
naries of literature, and their many obfer* 
vatories, together with the fiogular atten- 
tion of this people in the contemplation of 
the heavens ; farther, on refieAing that 
learning is the only way to honour, and 
that preferments are diftributed only ac- 
cording to the meafure of talents and 
knowledge 5 that by the fundamental laws 
of the kingdom^ for a long fuccei&on of 
ages, the literati alone can be governors 
of cities or provinces; and that all the 
tribunals and offices of the court, muft 
likewife be fiHed by pcrfons of approved 
endowments. If to thefe circumflances be 
added, that the cuftoms and manners of 
tbc Chinefe have, amidfl the greateft revo- 
lutions of the ftate, remained unalterable, 
that even the conquerors of the nation 
have fubmitted to them 5 that the fuperi- 

ofity 
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the inequality among men, and bows the 
neck of him who is but a hair's breadth 
inferior to another. But to me, th*e efteem 
of a man feems to lie iit the heart and not 
in congees ; and really, he who can intend 
fuch language as doing honour to the Chi- 
nefe, muft be a born flave. 

In whatfoever degree of fame the Chi- 
nefe ftand for real arts and fciences, their 
-defert is but very flender. If they knovr 
fomething of many things, yet is it all a 
very fuperiicial tinflure. Moft arts and fci- 
cnces have been known among them from 
times immemorial, but all have continued* 
juft what they were at firft^ of fome they 
know not a fingle jot. 

Their political conftitution is cried up 
above any in the world, yet is the people 
every where a ^rey to rogues in high 
places, and not feldom brought to the ex- 
tremity of diftrefs by the iniquitous ma- 
nagement of guardians, and even of fathers. 
In China, as in other countries, very good 
law^ are made, but not put in execution, 

the 
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the moft liehiDtis shuies bdn^ 
for a pTQporuxm2a£ bribe. Tit? Onmcic 
coAftitutian bears anlr io £zr .srv reien*- 
blancc witb patgmai gavsnxment, tnst tiie 
MsLnderines, thnfe sSeSixmatsE: atner^ 2zc 
very libezal in their luninj^tiri^i. xd Uni: 
chlldiciif aad Jcavc tbsm tD pg^^-jfe is xn«- 
fery, as if ibej zpprsbszulBC toD smnsnus 
ji popnlatios. Sd profazauLT vszisc sb^ 
the Chinefe in politicBy t-^?7 ckj iixi':: jo 
idea of any form of gorenuaent bat t£ic 
defpotic ; and there is no bringing them 
to any conception of fo much as the poflx- 
bility of a republic. Their common laws 
are, in many refpefts, diametrically oppo- 
fite to the moft rational and cflcntial 
duties. With all the apparent lenity and 
mildnefs in the theory of tb«$ nvMeA 
conftitution, in no country throughout 
the univerfe, arc the commoni (6 Recced 
and injured by the great* 

The morality of tiic Chia-^/e ! j iytn>Ui 
to the Ikie,, whereas tHe^jj,^;^;^^^.^- , 

feemj to modify die itani -^- .1^ 
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a tame fubjedion under an arbitrary de- 
ipot, and confequently to make moralitj 
only the tool of policy. This method of 
the Chinefe law-givers, has debafed virtne 
to a matter of indifference, and their ear* 
fieftnefs to introduce fubje£tion has im- 
planted deceit into the national difpofitioiL 
A more fraudulent and tricking people 
exifts not under the fun ; fo very far are 
they from that plain- dealing and probity, 
and open candour, which is fo eflential a 
part of good morality. The Chinefe, in- 
deed, afFe£): the moft fqueamilh prudery, 
the women not only being kept apart from 
the men while living, but even after death, 
ivhen great care is taken that not fo much 
as a male corpfe fhall lie clofe to that of a 
female. But is it not manifeft that this 
pedantry opens a door to all manner of 
vices, and that no virtue is neceffary where 
decency goes current for virtue ? 

Lastly, I am not at all furprized that 
the Chinefe indulge themfelves in the moft 
lafcivious excefTes; that they can be fo 

un« 
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unnaturally cruel as to expofe their 
children in the ftreets; that they even 
bribe the midwives to drown their female 
fruit in a tub, immediately after the birth, 
on their number becorhing too ebargeabic ; 
for, how indeed, is a ferious regard for 
virtue to be expedled, where a difbelief of 
the immortality of the foul is fo general ; 
when they hold nature to be immenfe and 
infinite, and its motions uncreate and irre* 
(Iftible3 when they derive all fouls and bodies 
from uninterrupted developments or evolu- 
tions, and attribute their duration to what 
every particular being feize's on from the 
general fubftance j when, in a word,^ they 
are thorough-paced atheifts. 

Physics take up fo little of their atten.- 
tion, that none of them can fpeak j udicioufly 
on any natural phenomenon. Aftronomy, 
indeed,' according to their account, they 
have been ftudying thefe four thoufand 
years ; yet before the Jefuits came among 

I 

them, they had not fo much as an almanac 
worth, cailing an eye on. Aftronomy is 

G 3 under 
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» 

under the cognizance of the mathematical 
tribunal, which confifts of a prefidentjt 
two affiftants, and many Aibordinate Man- 
darines . By this profound fociety is com- 
pofed the ifbperial almanac, in which arc 
indicated fortunate or unfortunate ' dayi 
and hours. Its moft important article is 
the prediftion of eclipfes. The calcula- 
tion of thefe is laid before the emperor, 
who tranfmits them to the tribunal of 
«As'^^j by which they are diftributed 
throughout air the provinces of the empire^ 
that the ceremonies ufual on fuch occa- 
fions may be every w here duly obferved, 
Thefe ceremonies certainly claim oBfer- 
V ance, confifting in nothing lefs than 
beating drums all the time of the duration 
of the eclipfe, the people in the mean 
ti me, bawling and flioutingandTcreamipg,. 
that fuch confufed noife&may drive away 
th? dragon, who is for devouring the fun or 
moon, according to the planet eclipfed. 
In medicine the Chinefe are faid to per* 

form w onders \ and here, iiideed, they 

are 
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are not inferior to tbofe Europe^" <?tt»P*' 
rics who vrould fain pcrfus^dt tbt: pt^ - ' "* 
that a fingle pill of them recuv^^'- fr*'.^* 
the moft dangerous ci^emp^ ; } '^ ^*^ isTii-- 
tomy they are uttCT flr<ingcre, hi*>'^^'iJ 
fcarce any, ov very wretch*;d ici*'^^ ^-^ ^^^^ 
ufes, benefit?, and flructx-t vf tf*^ ;/»^'<^ 
of the body;, and of cc/urXr, tt.'-;/- '^^-^ 
know nothing cf the mfM j/xt**^*'*'^'^ 
caufes of diftempcrji, whids y« ai^^ *'^'' "^"^ 
cd to be the fartft itj^,\."^^%yjU ^'-^ ^'^^ 
effeaual cure. WjtJi rt;/i:rd v^ <^?*^ <^>*'^ 
trine oi the impart </ x\jt u«t? - «^ij vf <^**^ 
pulfe, they arc imagixKjd tv U; j;iuw-^'»^«^<' 
by a very lingular lij'if, Liit^ vu/ w^^^^*'/ 
doctors, they fccrcdy gtt iurt'/i * .]<*>**'>' ^^' 
the patient's circttfx«flaAt<:$ iit;ivf< t<'</ 
come to a psLriiCuhf Zti:h.f7^w^ ^ wij^ 
this or that kind <4 puJiiti^^i ;fXi>/V' '-^ > 
and if the difurdtt pftCxiX^c i^jt-^ u-^ '^^- 
clare itfelf, to iirt ii«: iiv;>vuf </ '-<>^ ■* 
progno&iczi'yjz tfa^ £bwj ttH:^;t tv vW/>^ '* 
on the pavr^c 'i i*^ i^/iv'ft '^ <^*''^ 
iciencc arc vtrr ottt^rxsMXt^t^, Ji w>^ > •"' '"^ 

O 4 »-< 
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be high, the difeafe is in the kidneys ; if 
it be like the pecking of a bird, the pa- 
tient dies between ten and eleven the next 
forenoon. The whole medical fcience 
among the Chinefe confifls in fuch fallaci- 
ous conjediires from the ftateof thepulfe, 
and in an acquaintance with fome fimple 
remedies, which the fon inherits from the 
father; and in the hands of fuch ignora- 
mufes, are all without exception dignified 
with the appellation of fpecifics. Their 
military knowledge may pretty well be 
guefTed at from this eftablifbed cuftomi, 
that In their armies there is always a 
gownfman, or a man of letters ; to this 
togid adept all the generals are fubor.di«* 
I nate. In a march, this gownfman keeps 
in the centre ; but on coming to a£lion> 
he haftens away to his poft, which is a 
day's journey in the rear ; that^ on the 
one hand, he may be near enough to give 
orders, and on the other, in cafe of necef- 
fity, may lead the van in the retreat.. 

Thb 
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The Chinefe have been much cried up 
for invention in the arts ; yet does not 
China afford an artift capable of prod udng 
a good mufket. It is but a few years 
fince match-locks were inufe among them^ 
without fo much as any idea of the flint. 
The mending a watch when out of ordcr^ 
is. what they never yet could arrive at. 
They, with their natural compofure, fay, 
// is dead^ and exchange it againft a living 
one. They lay claim to the invention 
and improvement of mufic, whereas theirs 
is fo very bad, as to be unworthy of that 
name. It is faid to be worfe even than 
the French mufic *. As to their painting, 
the colours are lively, but the execution 
ftifF and fpiritlefs. They diftort their own 
faces, and put thcmfelves into the moft 
grotefque poftures 5 whereas, their fwag- 
ging bellies excepted, they are generally 
no bad figures. Their averfion to Euro- 
pean modes and cuftoms is irreconcileable. 

•' t ■■ " 11 " ■ 

• The French tranflator offended at this, fays, 

Ikefe are the words of a prejudiced German, 

G 5 It 
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It was with all the difficulty in the world 
that their architedls could be brought to 
build the Jefuits church in the imperial 
palace at P^kin according to the model 
tranfmitted from Europe. The conftruc- 
tion of the European fhips they view with 
aftonifliment, and account any propofal to 
build the like for them, a mockery. 
Their poetry rs flat to the laft degree, dif- 
pleafmg to the judgment, and neither 
amufive to the imagination, nor ftirring 
the paffions. They fe^ up to be the in- 
ventors of the drama ; bat here they like- 
wife remain in the coarfe rudiments. The 
Chinefe have fiich a contempt for other 
nations, that they will not adopt any 
European inventions, though of manifeft 

conveniency or advantage. At the great 
fire in Canton, they fufFered a great part 

of the city to be»reduced to alhes, rather 

than the conflagration fhould be (xtin* 

tinguifhed by the feamen from admiral 

Anfon's fquadron, who had been difpatch- 

cd thither to affift. 
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On the other hand, the Chinefe are 
faid to have been converfant with all arts 
of eflential ufe, and on which the Euro* 
peans at prefent fo highly value them- 
felves, above four thoufand years ago, 
when we could neither write nor read. 
But thefe writers have forgot to tell us 
what arts of eflential ufe flourifhed among 
the Chinefe, when they could neither hunt 
nor fi(h, nor provide themfelves fubfif-* 
tcnce, nor make their cloaths airi dweU 
lings ; for of thefe things they were, by 
their ov/n confeiEon, totally ignorant, 
under the imaginary reign of the emperor 
'Fohi, and -even a thoufand years l::ter were 
little better than favages, till the Kzvp- 
tians taught them the ufe of character-, 
and introduced their manners and Jaw: 
among them. To this it is ar/v/tr:;^. 
Wrangle as long as yoj pit Lie i'y.Ji tr* 
fourteen eirperors j-.r-cttdin^ }<;'.,. • ,* 
up-ihot will ever be, ThiiCrl-.i v/'./.vr, 
every where well pcopJti, zxA..- , - • . 
a regular goverr..r,er:, i-i i ^/, ' 

G 6 
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of laws. Now the very annals of thefe 
times of illumination, which the vice-roy 
Nien Hy Jao has declared utterly fabu« 
lous, fay, that the life of men in thofe 
ages, differed little or nothing from that 
of brutes, that they roved about the woods; 
that the women were common ; that they 
thought of nothing beyond eating and 
fleeping ; that they eat the feathers and 
hairs of fowls and beafts, alid drank their 
blood ; that their clothing was raw (kins, 
and that Fohi firft taught them fifliing and 
hunting. Yet is it infifted, that writing 
was common among the Chinefe before 
they knew fo much as to make bread ; and 
the hiftory of thofe brilliant ages, is faid 
to have been tranfmitted to us by men of 
learning in thofe rude times. 

But what moft leffens the Chinefe in 
my eftimate of them, is, the fuperftition 
prevailing among them ; and which, as 
never wanted to fupport true religion, is 
always a fure fign of weaknefs and ftupi- 
dity, Tehing Tfong, the third emperor 

of 
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of the nineteenth Dynafty has, beyond all 
others, branded his memory with indelible 
difgrace, by the countenance granted to 
all manner of fooleries and chimeras under 
his reign. A Chinefe head is not the 
only one in which fuperftition and atheifm 
lodge together. 

The raoft common occurrences the 
Chinefe attribute to evil fpirits. They 
are determined by a kind of fortilege, in 
undertalwng a journey, in buying or fell- 
ing ; or marrying their children. They 
likewife are very folicitous about the fitua- 
tion and conftruflion of a houfe, where to 
make the door ; the beft day for building 
an oven, and about making choice of a 
convenient burial-place. Of fuch impor- 
tance is the laft article, that any fupe- 
riority in talents, fuccefs in trade, and a 
quick promotion to the rank of Mandarin, 
are not fo much attributed to a perfon's 
abilities, as to this care in chufing a com- 
modious burial-place for his fore- fathers. 

The 
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The influence of cheats over weak 
minds, is no where more general than in 
China ; fortune-tellers and judicial aftro- 
logers being highly regarded. The mar- 
ket-places and flreets fwarm with thofc 
wretches, they even have a fign of their 
profeflion publicly hanging out. Nothing 
of the leaft importance is taken in hand 
without previoufly confulting them. 

A Chinese, whom a foothfayer has 
brought to believe that he is incapable of 
propagation, will, as often as his wife is 
pregnant, look upon her as an adultreft, 
and adluated by this fufpicion, imbitter 
the life of an honeft woman, harbouring 
in his head the galling conceit of an ima- 
ginary cuckledom. 

In the calendar annually publifhed by 
the mathematical tribunal, with the em^ 
peror's approbation, are found, among a 
few aftronomical calculations, what days 
or hours are fortunate or unfortunate : 
the days proper for phlebotomy ; the 
lucky minute for beft obtaining a favour 

from 
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from the emperor ; the hours for honour- 
ing the 4^ad ; making religious offerings ; 
marrying, building, inviting friends,^ and 
in general, all public and private affairs. 
He muft be ftreightened indeed, who has 
not one of thefe calendars, as containing 
the whole knowledge of innumerable fami- 
lies, and being indeed the oracle of all 
China. Amidft all thefe egregious defers, 
and even grofs ignorance, there is not on 
earth a more conceited proud people than 
the Chinefe. They would be thought to 
poffefs qualities and knowledge, which 
man is fcarce fufceptible of. So extrava- 
gantly infatuated are they with their doc- 
trines and cuftoms, that, for any thing to 
be true and right, which is not current 
ambng them, or is not known to their 
literati, is what they cannot conceive. 

Thus a very defeftive knowledge proves 
a fource of pride, in a nation, which in 
itfelf fees nothing defedive, and in others 
nothing good and efteemable ; which looks 

upon 
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upon Itfelf as alone endued with fight, and 
all other nations ftaik-blind *. 

CHAP. X. 

Some advantages and difadvantages of national 
pride J as arifmgfrom imaginary advantages. 

xl/ VERY philofopher execrates the 
prejudices of all others. Prejudices, how- 
ever, are fo far admiflible among mankind, 
as they are beneficial. 

There is a national pride derived from 
mere prejudices, yet is it not without poli- 
tical advantages, and thofe not inconfi- 
derable. Self-love is promotive of hope 
and fear 5 the latter preferves men from 
crimes, the former inclines them to felf- 
intereft and induftry. From felf-love far- 
ther arifes vanity ; and hence a defire of 
fpreading the wings beyond our nefts, the 
love of drefs, emulation, arts, faihions, 
gentility in the tenour of life, and a po- 

* According to a faying of theirs : The Chinefeha'Vi 
two clear eyes, other people only one, and that dim. 

lite 
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lite tafte. Thus, pride and vanity, fol- 
lies as they are, the hand of politics 
often turn to very good ufes. 

The love of one's country, however 
extoled, is, in many cafes, no more than 
the love of an afs for its ftall. The moft 
ingenious lady Mary Wortley Montague, 
after vifiting Ada, Africa, and travelling 
over the greater part of Europe, thought 
the only happy man was the honeft Englifh 
country-fquire, who holds it for certain, 
that March-beer is preferable to Greek 
wines ^ that no fruits of Africa can fhow 
fuch a bright yellow as his golden pepptns; 
that Italians Beccafiguas do not come up 
to a piece of roaft>beef ; and in ihort, that 
^ Old-England is the place, of all the world, 
for good living. 

/To fee a people fond of themfelvesj 
^xtol and befriend their countrymen ; pre* 
fer their produils of art and nature to the 
foreign j efteem its writers ; entertain the 
beft opinion of themfelves, and all belong- 
ing to them ^ and thus live as happy as 

one 
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one can anywhere be, in imagination or 
reality, being near a-kin, gives pleafure; 
However, therefore, our philofophy may 
account it a monftrous prejudice of educa- 
tion, for a Moor to imagine his country 
to be the fineft in the world, and that God 
himfelf was at the pains of creating Ethio- 
pia, whilft only angels were commiffioned 
to make the other parts of the world ; for 
a Laplander to place the terreftrial paradife 
amidft Norwegian fnows ; and for a 
Swifler, as wq r.re told by the acute Jit. 
Smollet in the account of his travels, to 
prefer the bare mountains of Solothurn to 
the luxuriant plains of Lombardy. Let us 
allow others always to view their country 
with a partial eye 5 let all, like the pea- 
fants of St. Marino conceit, that if there 
be an honeft good kind of people in the 
world, it is they, and that their contrafted 
horizon forms the bounds of all poffible 
extenfion j and fhould there be any thing 
beyond it, there is the Almighty to take 
care, it is no concern of theirs. SuflSi- 

ciency 
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ciency makes happy mafteFs of families^ 
happy citizens, and happy labourers^ 
with only cheefe, milk, and rye-bread. 

So much may be faid in'behalf of pride^ 
as arifing from imaginary advantages. 
This pride, and its general companion, 
the contempt of others, would be much 
extenuated, were it an univerfal truth, 
that contempt abates hatred ; on envy, it 
certainly does throw cold water. He who 
has envied a rich man, on account of his 
great wealth, on hearing that this rich 
man is difordered in his mind, tben^ in* 
fiead of envying, rather pities him. He 
who has envied a profeffor for his know- 
ledge, abates of his envy on being inform- 
ed, that this great fcholar's dulnefs is as 
extraordinary as his erudition. Hatred 
wifhes ill to others in proportion to the 
, damages apprehended from them. A 
man may be infinitely contemptible in 
himfelf, and his power very great ; yet 
we do not give over hating him, till this 

power 
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power has loft all its influence on our 
well-being. 

But we fee that among whole nations^ 
contempt does not abate hatred. The 
Greeks equally hated and defpifed thePer"* 
fians. The commonality among the Chrif^ 
tians look upon the Jews, without excep* 
tion, as a vile rafcally people, quite funic 
in avarice and fraud; and often behave^ 
as if perfecuting the Jews were a merito-- 
rious work. Thus, here again, contempt 
and hatred are joined. No people upon 
earth both defpife and hate another, more, 
than the Englifh defpife and hate the 
French; hay, every foreigner who, in 
London, is not drefled like an Englifh- 
man, runs a great rifque of fome infult or 
other, on a fuppofition that he is a French- 
man : withal it muft be owned, the French, 
have not been wanting in retaliating thefe 
brutalities on Englifh travellers ; but this,, 
on both fides, muft be underftood only of 
the rank and file. Their other difpofitions 
towards the Englifh, may be judged of by 

the 
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the French accounts of the military at- 
*chievements of their intrepid rivals ; and 
^ven by the Jumonville of Mr. Thomas ; 
.an heroic poem, certainly infpired by ran« 
CQur and national hatred, and in which 
the author, though one of the' fineft ge- 
niufes and worthieft men in France, makes 
its great a pother about the firing from a 
redoubt, and the accidental death of eight 
Frenchmen, as if it had been a St. Bar- 
tholomew maflacre. The French and the 
Spaniards are on iimilar terms', hating and 
defpifing one another moft heartily. In 
the campaign of 1746, in Italy, thefe two 
nations, though allied, on many occafions 
fliewed the bittereft animofities again fl one 
another, without regarding what prejudice 
the fervice fuftained. Near Hofpitalleta, 
a Spanifh regiment of horfe being en- 
camped only on the other fide of a road 
from a French regiment of cavalry, fell 
upon it with the utmoft fury, and very 
keen was the action, till by proper inter- 
vention it ceafed. Every man was deter- 
mined 
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they were, the more did tliey pervert 
Monks appeared with the miffal in one 
hand, and a ftandard in the others mul- 
titudes of villains with a white crofs on 
their {boulders, made away with their 
eftates and fubftance, that they might 
fafely ftrip the infidels ; forfook their owa 
wives to difhonour thofe of others ; and, 
under the condudi of thefe monks, ram- 
bled about to get themfelves buried in 
another climate, and in more holy ground ; 
in the mean time, murdering perfons who 
had done them no manner of injury, 
l^he Croifades drained Europe of two mil- 
lion of men, moft in the prime of their 
years ; thofe expeditions were entirely cor- 
refpondent with the doftrine of the Konuiy 
which terms war a facrifice of one's perfon 
and fubftance for fuppreffing and fubdu- 
ing infidels, and eftablifliing and propa- 
gating the true religion; it teaches the 
Turks, that they do not die who fall in a 
religious war ; that the Godhead delights 
in the blood that is fhed for religion, were 

it 
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•it only a fingle drop 5 and that one night 
fpent in its defence againft the infidels, is 
more acceptable to the Lord than a two 
months ftrid faft. 

Pride, of itfelf,wiH hear of no tolera- 
tion. It of courfe irritates the minds, 
being bent on compelling them to coincide 
with its manner of thinking, and is the 
real fprrng of religious zeal, that haughty 
defire ^ lording it over the underftanding 
^f others. It is obfervcd, that in common 
Jifputes, obftinacy and felf-conceit are fel- 
- dom known to run into the very utmoft 
extremes, from a general fenfe that we 
are liable to miftakes ^ whereas, in reli- 
gious controverfy, every one flies into an 
iinquenchable flame againft his adverfary. 
Prefumption and the fpirit of perfecution 
foment, even againft thofe of the fame reli- 
gious profefEon, that imperious fyftem of 
polemics, that inquifitional mode which, 
inftead of examination, requires abfolute 
fttbmiilion ; and according to which, 
truth, liberty, and knowledge, would ut- 

H terly 
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Cerly go to wreck by the excefTes of fotoe 
choleric zealots , even among Protpftaat 
theologians, without a feafonable rapoi 
the knuckles now and then, to bring 
chem to order. Accordingly, it is the' 
faying of an Englifh divine. No Jire harm 
fo fiercely as that kindled at GjotTs altar. 

It is religious pride alone that goes about 
to fet up its faith as a law ; fathers its owa - 
wild opinions on the fupreme Being, and 
proclaims its fyftem to be the caufe of 
God. Amidft all the flagrant defe6b of 
it in its rites or principles, prefumption, 
envy, avarice, jealoufy, malevolence, af- 
fume the mafk of fanatifin, and in* the 
name of the Lord perpetrate the moft in- 
fernal a<Sls of malignancy. Thus, fo- inve- 
terate was the enthuiiafm, the rancour of 
the Greek fe(Elaries, that they looked upoa 
Chemfelvcs as defiled if they had hap- 
pened only to fpeak with a heretic j but . 
^fpecially if they had pafTed a iHght under 
the fame roof with him, how deep the 
pollution ! They likewife, from the fame 

motive^ 
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vnotives, inftilled into the fubje£b of the 

emperors of Greece, that princes who, as 

4hey termed it, lat themfelves agafnft God, 

-could not be appointed by Providence, to 

l)e chofen their emperor. On this account, 

4q many miniftersof the God of peace, re- 

jcommended to the rulers of the earth, a 

.tyrannic^ compuUion, and an inflexible 

rigour in matters of faith. Lailly, a fruit 

of fuch zeal is the recent Pajioral Letters 

•of the apoftle of Cracow, where the moft 

inhuman principles are couched in all the 

>coarfenels and ignorance of the fifteenth 

and fixteenth centuries. 

Since the gracious invifible kingdom 

of a future world is degenerated into 

the -moft violent vifible defpotifm in this 

world ; chriftianity, as perverted and dif- 

graced by its miniflers, has rendered men 

«uftere, cruel, mercilefs, and fanguinary. 

It has put fire and fword into their hands, 

it has ftimulated princes to turn this worid 

into a hell, and in the name of the God of 

cnercy, to pcrfccute and torment thofc 
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inrhom they fhould love and pfty ; wher<Nis, 
our Saviour recommends forbearance, long- 
fufFering, companion, and brotherly love. 
Yet the milky Jefuits, thofe Janiffartes of the 
Holy Seej as Pope Bcnedift XIV. termed 
them, would hav« God be pleafed, wfaen they 
ilrain their throats, thundering from thd 
pulpit, that heretics are not to be tolerated* 
It was not for the fake of J^fus's religion, 
that the Spaniards fubdued] America ; though 
under that pretence they have difpeopled 
a country, nearly equal in extent to ail 
Europe, and maffacred between twelve and 
fifteen millions of people, without any 
charge or matter of accufation againft them, 
ixut that they were in pofleflion of gold, 
and this they never fo much as once refufed 
to give up to thofe invaders. Yet did 
every Spaniard, in the fervour of his devo- 
tion, bang lip thirteen of thofe bene- 
volent Americans who had fupplied them 
with provifions, and this they impioufly 
dared to fay was done in honour of our 
iLord and his twelve difciples. 

Kjeliojovi 
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Religious pride is the root of that 
theological rage with which Chriftians of 
of all k&s are inflamed for the doctrines 
of their church ; defending it with acrimony 
and violence, and ihouting with exultation- 
"When an adverfary is either iilenced, ior 
l>rought to a recantation ; and from fuchr 
fuperficial tokens, they conclude them- 
felves genuine and zealous Chriftians. But 
a great genius of our times, Mr. Refewitz, 
a Copenhagen minifter, puts thefe ihrewd 
queftion j to them, fyhahif they an as rigid 
^gahjft the Jins forbidden in the go/pel as againji 
the errors of thtir fyjfemf Whether it is not 
rather numifeji that on 'other oecaftons^ when 
it does not come to afolemn and public dtfputr^ 
. ^fuy do not betray an indifference about the 
effintials of chrijliantty ? JfTiether^ when wit^ 
nejfes of flagrant crimes^ they do hot behold 
thsnuwith indifference^ or wink at them^ though 
the dodfrine of Chrifi be more di/honoured by 
the profligacy ofChriflians than by fpeculativf 
$xrorsf Or^ whether they themfelves are not as- 

H 3 ardmP 
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with the death of his. own Ton, who had 
hanged himfelf in a fit of melancholy, 
without any thoughts of changeing his re- 
ligionr We cannot certainly, in our more 
mature years, have fo far forgotten the 
maxims fo feduloufly inculcated into us, 
not to perceive that one may be true to his 
religion, without being aftonifhed or pro- 
voked at another's remaining fiedfaft to his^ 
that minds are never fo weH united^. a§ 
when every one is at liberty to think as hf. 
pleafes; that in a world where,- inftead o( : 
truth, error is the natural portion of tht 
multitude^ God wilt judge our hearts^^and 
not our underftandings ; that, on both 
fides, believing what we can, and living 
according to his precepts, we are children 
of one father, and all heirs of his promifes ^ 
that virtue, with the ro(ary in its hand, i» 
no lefs amiable than the virtue of him wh(^ 
year after year, makes no difference in days 
and meats. 

We fliall now caft an eye on other na- 
tional humours. Men might Very oftea 

be 
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he free were they willing ; but they theni- 
fel'ves put on their (hackles, yet ridiculoufly 
boaft of their liberty. The political con- 
ftitution of a country, or of a city, may be 
free, and remain fo, while it is otherwifc 
with the minds. He, who in a republic 
afts only from intereft, and fpeaks freely 
only where he fees it cannot hurt himfelf 
or his children, is very frequently an aban- 
doned perjured Have, and thus patriots, in a 
republican city j fhould lower their vapour- 
ing boafts of their liberty, and efpecially 
forbear outrag^ingaftranger, fo far forget- 
ting himfelf as to fay, that in matters of 
fcience a burgo-mafter*s fon might be 
miftakenw. 

The national conceit of imaginary* 
bravery, power, and confideration, ftrangely 
perverts all ideas, with refpeft to other na- 
tions, and betrays its hiftorians into a mod 
loathfome quagmire of falfliood and 
oftentation. Few writers of this clafs are* 
fufficiently on their guard againft partiality, 
which fliews us the good qualities, advan- 

H 5 tages, 
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tages, and atchlevements of our natioai^ 
through a magnifying, and t&oTe of 
ether nations through a dinnniibiiigglafs. 

The pride arifing from an ignorance of 
foreign countries, deprives a nation of the 
many advantages annexed to an acquaiib- 
tance with the improvements of other peo* 
pie. It fixes their thoughtlefs- eye on the 
ground which they tread. It arms itielf 
with prejudices impenetrable againft aU 
ufeful novelties, and thus they remain per« 
petually ihackled in that political fuperfti* 
tion» which fticks fo clofe to what ftandif^ 
founded only on antiquity; and all goody 
yet unknown amoag them, it precludes, ^ 

This pride, which arifes from ignorance, 
is the direct way towards the continuance of 
fo great a defedi. What can he efteem worth 
knowing, who thinks that he knows every 
thing ufeful. Sciences and arts muft be at a 
total ftand in a nation which imagines to have 
hrought them to their ne plus ultras This 
filly prefumption cJogs the progrefs of 
knowledge even among the nations the 

beft 
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beft organized. The French have flood 
up for Defcarte's opinions long after hit- 
Vortexes, his elements, his theory of light, 
and his romance of man had been confuted 
over and over, whilft national pride blind** 
ed their eyes to attraction, the circulation 
of the blood, the inoculation of the fmall 
pox, and the divergency of the rays. 
They would not have affcrted Defcarte's 
Vortexes, but for that wretched habitf 
of extolling evciry thing French,, to the 
contempt of all foreign prod unions. 

We live however in the eve of a great: 
tevolution, in the days of a fecond fepara* 
tion of light from darknefs. Europe ex* 
hibits as it were, a fecond refurre^Slion, to 
the advantage of good fenfe and found 
thinking; the clouds of error and fear 
break ; weary of conftraint, we are throw-- 
ing ofF the fetters of antiquated prejudices, 
and exult to reinftate ourfelves in the long 
loft privileges of reafon and liberty. The. 
ufeful part of fciences is no longer an ar^« 
canum confined to a few pedants. The. 

* H-6 man 
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men ofrefleAion, in atl natian9fCommunU 
cate their difcoveries in the veracular lan- 
guage. We arc now arrived- at the art of 
adapting the mod abftrad truths to^our 
fenfes ; books are daily publifhed on all 
the great concerns of mankind, equally 
affedling the heart and enlightening the 
underftanding. Every thing is brought to 
the teft^ the univerfal ferment after know* 
kdge, proclaims a reformation in the phi- 
lofophy of common life. In fome places, 
indeed, it moves but flowly, in others like 
the fun, inftantaneoufly breaks Dut, and dif- 
perles every cloud. Even at Vienna and alt* 
the Catholic countries throughout Germany,, 
fciencc is daily making advances with anr 
undaunted countenance. It is feen forcing 
its way through the ftrong holds of dul- 
nefs and floth, and rifing fuperior in coun- 
tries where, lately, fuperftition had fixed 

its throne amidft con fecrated prejudices and 
ignorance. 

Awake and read is a maxim, which, 

well followed, will remove all prejudices 

againft 
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againft nations with which we now are but 
little acquainted. Men . generally abate 
of their contempt for others, the more they 
conTerfe with them,^ either in their writings 
or perfonally. Knowledge introduces a 
fpirit of harmony and good will among the 
moft inimical nations, lays low the barriers 
fet up by felfifhnefs and jealoufy ; enlarges 
the underftanding ; imparts a noble equa- 
nimity, and gives us more decent opinions 
©f other nations. All the learned are 
members of one free- ftate, which, though 
not without a legal fuperiority, admits of 
no tyrant. 

It is not above forty years ago fince a 
foreigner, praifing only, an Englifli tragedy 
or comedy at Paris and among the heau 
mondej would have been openly laughed at, 
whereas now, the moft fenfible Frenchmen 
allow, that the beft fyftems of morals an^ 
politics are owing to thofe generous fpirited 
iflanders ; that they applied thcmfelves to 
promote the welfare of the nation and the 
aggrandizemement of the. ftate j whilft the 

French 
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French gave themfclves up entirely to "wit 
and frivolity ; in a word, that the Engiiilr 
are. equal to them in genius, furpafs theoK 
in energy, and come very near thenv m 
tafte. 

Some German writings, if well tranj^; 
lated into Englifli, would greatly abate tbeiir 
flight of German literature ; and the time 
feems at hand when the French will no 
longer obie£): to the Swifiers ; that a poet 
^ntiongthemisas feldom feen as an elephant 
at Paris; and even now in England itfelf, 
not a few may condefcend to think it pof« 
fible, that a Swifler is capable of thinking ; 
for our proverbial ftupidity, indeed, belongs 
more efpecially to thofe fandlimonious times, 
when the firft public bawdy-houfe was 
founded in the very city of Bern ; yet, at 
the fame time, on the patriotic counfel of 
the fage Mr. Frickart, theapoftolic do(3:or, 
and the republic's fecretary, the caterpillars 
as having committed very great ravages 
in our canton, were juridically fum- 
moned to appear before the bifhop of Lau- 

ianne^ 



NATION41L J^RIIIR. 15^ 

fanne^ who^ together with his fptritual af« 
fefibrs^ after a folemn hearing of plaintifT 
and defendant, excommunicated the cater^ 
pillars in. the nameoftlu Mofl Holy Trinity^ 
£v£K Spain, once ^ fbaniefuJlj cre- 
dulous, begiiuto acquixe reputation by its 
erudition, and inveftigations of the moft 
critical points. Father Ifla, a Jefuit of 
that country, fome years ago wrote a ro- 
mance, with the title of Hijlory ofthecelc" 
hrated Preacher^ Gerundio de Caoipazas, 
alias Zotes, {hlockkead)y the Reverend bro-^ 
ther Gerundio figures there, as the repofi- 
tory of all the extravagancies, infipid con- 
ceits, and idle tales too ufual in the pul- 
jtits of Spain ♦. In four and twenty hours, 

the 



. • Of fuch a caft as Gerundio probably was the 
cordelier, Don Carlos's confcffbr, when in the yea* 
J731, he went to take poffcffion of the Tufcan domi- 
nions. Being the only perfon in the fuite,^ the cut of 
whofe vefturc promifed fome fcholar/hip, the libra- 
rians concluded he muft long to fee one of the moft 
fplendid monuments, which the munificence of 

princes 
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the whole edition of the firft part was* 
bought up. But the author drew on him- 
felf a fevere perfecution, which itnbittered 
the whole remainder of his life. An evi- 
dent proof, however, that the nation in 
general, relifhed the performance. 



princes has dedicated to literatare, and immediately 
waited on him with a reijpe6lful invitation to fee 
the Medicis library. He received the compliment 
tolerably well^ and a day was fixed. The dire^lor- 
had got together all the mod eminent fcholars in the 
city J and the confeflbr, after a very genteel collation^- 
moved towards the library, followed by fuch a re- 
fpeftable company. On coming to the door, he (top- 
ped and gazing round the ample falon, called out to 
the diredlor, " Mr, Librarian, ha'veyou got theboaki 
of the /even TrumpHs here /"' The direftor anfweixd 
in the negative j and the whole company owned with 
fqme confufion, that they knew nothing of fuch book^ 
** Well then (faid the confeflbr turning back) your 
•whole library is not tuorth a pipe of tobacco.'"'* No 
time was loft to get an account of this book, which 
was found to be a colle6lion of devout ftories, all 
manifeftly apocryphal, and pnt into Spaniih by a 
Fraiicifcan for the ufe of the lowcft people. 
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Th£ more knowing pso't of mankind 
feem gradually to fet loofer to thofe opinions 
which divide them, than to thofe in which 
they are agreed. The toleration of different 
religions is every where recommended to 
princes ; and the greater neceffity a court is 
under for money, the more 'complying is it 
with the prefcriptions of philofophy, whea 
of a tendency to increafe the reventie« 
The Englifli government abates of the 
feverity of the laws againft the Papifts 
which might have been rendered neceilary 
by the circumftances of times, or wer« 
impofed by way of retaliation ; theie How 
have their mafs boufes fcattered up and 
.down the kingdom, and they and the Pro- 
teftants live very eafily together. The 
deflor of Mentz, though an ecclefiaftic, 
has lately founded a feminary of the con- 
leffion of Augfburg* At Rome,, itfelf,, 
ftr^ngers of all religions are never molefted 
on account of their religion, or fo much at 
importuned to conform to any one cere- 
mony of the Roman church^^ a courteoufr 

nel5> 
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the fcene with invading Thorgau ; and 
feizing, onWeinfelden, its owners paid two 
thoufand guilders to fave themfelves from 
military execution : the other Confederates 
were likewife up in arms, and Berne itfelf 
adually in march ; that the city of Con*- 
ftance thought it advifeable joappeafe the 
fiomachous Helvetians, by ah oblation oC 
three thoufand Rhenifh guilders*. 

In our enlightened days, nations wouldl 
by iio means . pioqetd ^, f^cji , extremities 
€A miftaken ideas of honour, till interefi ceafiss 
to be the tye of nations. Newton will ofteii 
be czWtA^ii AlmanaC'tnakir^ and Montelquieu 
a Biockheady while the French and Englifli 
go on to leave no ftone unturned for over- 
reaching one another in their Americaa 
trade. But pride and ignorance ever go. 
hand in hand. Who but a fliallow Pari* 
fian Badaud imagines his fellow-citizens to 
be the only thinking beings on earth ? And. 
who but a Spanifh encomiaft of. St* 
Roch would bawl out from the pulpit,. 

4floni/hingt 
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Aftont/htng! how could gracious Heaven per ^ 
mit fo great a faint to be bom a French 
fcoundreL 



CHAP. IX. 
Of Pride arifingfrom real Aivantageu 



T 



HIS pride implies a fenfe and high 
value of the good of which we are really 
poffefled. There is no need of ftriking 
out fpecious7)ropofitions accompanied with 
fcholiums and corrollaries, to fhew that 
the pride now in qucftion, is eflentially 
different from vanity. Individuals and 
whole nations may indeed, in one re- 
fpeft, be vain, and in another proud ; yet 
we frequently fee vanity without pride, 
and pride without vanity. The former 
pique themfelves on imaginary excellen- 
cies, and make no account of thofe objefts 
en which the proud man values himfelf ; 
and he again places his value on what is 

valuable. 



.J 



i68 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

vrhich the author of nature has ftationed 
in us, to fupprefs every thing mean, bafc^ 
and unworthy the dignity of our fouls; 
and, which is well to be obferved, implies 
a conftant endeavour to extirpate eveiy 
defed and vice; this felf-efteem often 
bringing ourdifpofitions and impulfes before 
the judgment feat of reafon ; and tjiis felf* 
watchfulnefs will q?cpel every mean, wick« • 
ed, and detrimental fentiment in its birth* 
A fenfe of the beauty and dignity of human 
nature, in which, though all moral virtue 
Anally terminates, will fcarce be able to 
fiibfift without this refpeft towards one's 
felf. Under this confcioufnefs, a man 
muft neceffarily love and value himfelf. 
This felf-refpeft is a reAraint againft every 
vice. A licentious clergyman is called on. 
Remember your ecclefiajlical dignity ! A cor- 
rupt magiftrate amidft his clandeftine 
praftices, is reminded, that he fits in the 
feat of juftice. Amidft the hotteft attacks 
in the laft war, the cry was. Remember you 
art PruJJtans ! Remember you are PruJJUans / 
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Sa the ears ef every vicious man (hould be 
made to ring wkh, Remtmier the high deJH'- 
notion ofnum ! 

A SENSE of the real worth of one's na- 
tion conftitutes that natural pride which is 
founded on real advantages. But this pride 
is a political virtue, and of no fmall impor- 
tance. A fenfe of anceftrial virtues is an 

. incentive to emulation ; a nation's fame for 
arts and fciences awakens an adive defire 
df encreafing it ; a convidion of living 

. under a falutary form of government en- 
dears'die country to the inhabitant, and of 
coutfe fecures the fidelity of the inhabitant 
to his country. 

The proper pride oF a nation arifes from 
the domeftic advantages enjoyed in it and 
more than from that efteem and conlidera- 
tron which thefe advantages acquire among 
fereign nations. This confideration, while 
fought by the vain, free nations make little 
account of ; as the Englifh cannot be faid 
to be vain, they concei^ning themfelves but 
little about the judgment of others; and 

' I even 
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even whene honour b the motive to i^tion^ 
yrt inftead of deducing a motive from the- 
opinions of others, if it renders them ho- 
nourable in their own eyes, or, at moft in 
tho(^ of their oountrymeBy that^s enough 
for them, they extend their views no fur 
tber ; fo that vanity has no farther (bare 
in this kind of pride than as the reput^doa 
of a country is imagined to exalt its in« 
^viduals in the eyes of foreigners* 
. The pride arifmg from real advantages^ 
n)ay, with proper limitations, becoQie a 
germ of the moft exalted fentiments* A 
man who is ignorant of himfelf, or no(. 
ftimulated by a juft value of himfelf and; 
arCertaTn noble confidence, ia incapable <^ 
hplding out againft; fevere trials, and as fodk 
incapable of cond^^Ung any great under- 
taking* He who is wanting in efteem for 
himfelf will icarce ^n the general efteen^ 
Hp alone has a high fenfeof the dignity of 
liumao, nature, who knows how to Valup; 
h;imfelf where he is to be value^, and who^ 
s^er dcpiarts from that difo^rniiig fatumiw 

nity 
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nfty towwch^ othen^ which h both Ae 
ciiterion and friiit of getiuinr good fenfe. 
Th« beft grounded pride debafes itielf in 
exerting it» contempt on^any thing that in 
reality' i$ beneath^contempt ; and the moft 
eciuitable felf-eltimaee becomes infbppor- 
taUe when^it denies to others the meafure 
of efteem- juftly belonging to them.' Ne* 
ver can envy*confift with agenerous pride, 
though- it by* no means' proceed' from con* 
tempt, how induftrious- fiever it may be 
in pcwring contempt on th'eenvied i^erfon ; 
for what it chiefly betrciys is only a fear of 
being (Wpjafled. To a worthy mind the 
contemplation of another's merit is a* ieaft, 
and the more exquifite according to its 
fonfe of another's refinements ; to emula- 
tion real merit is prone, but envy or jealoufy 
-'have no place in it. They muft be (hallow 
minds who turn -afide their eye from the 
contemplation of excellence. A bright 
genius never defpifes an ideot, knowing 
too well how frequently he refembles him ; 
but he defpifes the fool who afieds to be 

I 2 thought 
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thought fon^e body o^ily becaufe be is tn 
jdeot. The man of virtue de(pi(es vice^ » 
but does not ha^e the vicious, as defpifing 
him. Modefty is the moft alluring orna- 
ment of female beauty, but with the noble . 
pride of merit which efteems itfelfand 
will be honoured by others as it honours 
itfelf,- defpifing a heart who fcaes not 
into her internal worth, and loves her 
more for her beauty than her virtues. 

But I now entex on a higher ftand, 
that from the confideratioa of individuals 
I may extend my profpe.£l to the contiem* 
pUtion of the feveral kinds of noble felf- 
efteem in wholenatiosn. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Of natimal pride arljmg from the conjidera^ 
iion of the valour ofancefors. 



A 



NiMATED rcprefentations of hazar- 
dous enterprizes, in Aipport of our coun^ 
try's rights, make the lateft generations 
proud of their intrepid anceftors, fecure a 
perpetual duration to their hereditary mag- 
nanimity, and infpire fribbles and volup- 
tuaries with heroic manners. The confi- 
deration of the valoor which crowned th« 
beads of our anceftors with ever flourifh- 
ing laurels, is a continual memento to 
become as eminent as they, at leaft not to 
do any thing which may fully the glo- 
nous reputation we inherit from them. 
To imitate the virtues of anceftors, and 
to rival their renown, to difcharge with 
proper fpirit the duties incumbent' on us 
from our defcent, we are to call to mind 

I 3 our 
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Our anceftors as our examples. Their 
exploits ihould be held out to us by the 
painter and engraver, the orator and the 

* poet. We are never to imagine that their 
fame is an inheritance to be enjoyed with 
indolence ; never five vray -to that turgid 
and jealous pride which conceits that every 
thing fliould truckle to a iiame^ and 
which broils at any fuperiorities acquired 
oyer it by merit. Thus the ancejlors live 
again in their defcendants. In a iield of 
battle, the phantoms of the flain }Kduak 
to us. A/icicnt trophies^ And tht fca^- 

. ments of ruins^ become vocal ; and h^ thi^ 
agreeable fanaticifoi^ inft«ad of iheing 
taken up with frivqlity or baftoeia^ .everjf 
heart blazes with em.ulation and^patriotiiiQ]^ 
with thirft of noble diftinAion» and aa 
indiflblubie attachment to national vir-^ 
tue. 

Ancibntj-y* nations, by the remem<» 
brance of the heroifm of their anceftors^ 
incited each other to vigilance in times of 
fecurity and .to intrepidity in times of 

exigence^ 
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t«igcnce. The Corinthians in Thucy- 
^ides faid, Your fathers made their 'May to 
virtue up Jieep and rugged ways* Lit their 
examples be ever before you. Scorn to hfe by 
-wealth and floth ivhat labour arid poverty 
acquired. . It was the general exhortation : 
Set not down under the obfolete tal^ cur- 
'fent among all nations concerning tlieir 
-great atchievements ; no honour accrues 
from thefe but only to fuch as imitate 
4hem, he mho i^part^ from gfeat exam- 
ples held up to him for imitation, toeing 
ttore culpable than the pufillahimous man 
'iRrho is unacquainted with fuch incentives. 
Every thing among the Greeks ton- 
"fpired to im];>Jant the ancient heroifm in 
"all hearts, ^by commemoration of their 
•iinceftors. iTb the principles congenial 
"with this mantier of thinking, were owing 
iheir moft illuftrious actions. The images 
^ef Harmodius and of Ariftogiton kepC 
alive rn the Athenians an abhorrence of 
tyranhy, and every day renewed their 
'igratittfde to thefe couragious defenders of 

I 4 liberty. 



136 NATIONAL PRII>E. 

liberty. All who died for theic country 
were honoured with, a public funeral ; a 
€atafalc9 being ere^led three days, before, 
and on it the reoiains of the deceafed were 
placed in public view. The republic 
took care of the children of tbofe heroes; 
a noble death raifed the inferior Greeks to 
a level with the greatefl: commanders s 
their memory was renewed ta the lateft 
generations, l)y the moil folemn rites^ 
and their images ftood near thofb of their 
deities. 1 

With thefe thoughts did the. G^eel^s 
animate themfelves in marching to an ene* 
my, before the ilgnal for a£lion was given. 
They reprelented to each other the at* 
chievements of their anceftors ; they in- 
voked the fouls of the dead to be witneflei 
of the day, in which they would fliew 
themfelves worthy of their name by coa- 
quering or dying. It was this refolutioa 
which diffipated all fear, and carried them 
cheerfully to face honourable dangers* 
The fingle battle of Marathon conUaued 

for 
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for fome centuries an incentive among the 
Gxeeks to equal their forefathers : in all 
exigencies, they ufed to call to mind that 
Inttle, the numberlefs army of the Per- 
fians, and their own unconquerable hand* 
fill. Denofthenes's nervous eloquence 
nnprefled thefe maxims on the Athenian 
youths, and with an energy which inflamed 
every mind, ftimulated them to a hatred 
of the infidious king, a zeal for their coun-* 
try, and an ardour to fignalize' themfelves 
by great adions. With the like difpofi- 
tions did the Spartans take the field ; and, 
accordingly, though their armies were 
fmall, vidory followed them ; -and even 
to this day, tte defcendants of tfie Spar* 
tans are the braveft tribe among the Gre- 
cians, and thus defervedly free. It was 
in order ta renew among the Greeks, the 
■iemory of their glorious anceftors, that 
Agefilaus chofe to embark at Aulis in his 
expedition againft Afia, as the port where 
the Greeks embarked for the celebrated 
fiege of Troy, which they laid in aflics. 

I 5 When 
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When Alexander iovad^ that part of tbf 

world, IP order to reduce it, his firft care 

was, to ftir up the courage of the Greeks, 

by putting them in mind of their former 

yi^lories. He went to Ilium, vifited tins 

tombs of Ajax and Achilles, and other 

heroes who fell in the Trojan war ; he 

paid them the ufual honours, and with 

bis moft illuflrious attendants^ performed 

gymnafitc exercifes near AcbiHes's tomb^ 

anointing it Ukewife with fragrant odours, 

and decking it with garlands. Hm^ 

youths cried Alexander, in having ^ySiith/ut 

friend during thy life ; and afier thy deaths m 

Hotmr u praifi thy valour^ Such marks of 

honour, ^exhibited with fo much &ili and 

propriety, kindled an intrepid emulation 

m every h^art, Alexander imitating 

Achilles, and the feldiery Alesmndec* 

Ittiri in aciim maf^rn tt p^Jtroi (ogitate^^ 

was an uniyerfal exhortation* Tkini thai 



• When you come to engage think gnyour atutftors 
and defieadants. 

yot^ 
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jm an Rmansy was the nervous faranefiM 
of the Roman commanders to their legi ons» 
This laconic fpecch rendered them inde- 
fatigable in the moft difficult enterprizes, 
and intrepid in the moft bloody battles. 
With the thoughts of the atchievements of 
their anceftors, and the endiufiaftic imagi* 
nation of the privileges, and the indubi- 
table future greatnefs of eUmal Rome,, 
they conquered the world. 

Thb Arabians have to this day pre« 
ibrved thsir freedom by their valour. In- 
the courfe of fo many centuries, the Turks 
have not bee^ able to bring them under 
dieir yoke ; nay^ they rather extend their 
territories: they have fettled in feveral 
parts of Egypt, without any tribute to 
the SuItan,^ of any regard to his orders ; 
and the fuel which keeps alive this noble 
ardour, is the recolkftton qf their ance^ 
ftots : nay, they hear from their infancy, 
ftories of the daring feats of dieir f9re- 
jathers. Arabia every where refounds with. 
the fongs, in which thofe feats are tranf- 

I 6 mitted 
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mitted ta the metnoiy of pofterity; and 
the£e ibngs are accounted of fucK impop* 
tance, that the Arabs place a great poet 
on a level with a hero. The poetic pic- 
tures' of valour drawn in the golden age, 
before Mahomet's time, are faid to equal 
in true fublimity, the beil performances of 
Greece and Rome. 

These getms of heroifm throve rathei 
more vigoroufly in the rugged North. 
Thofe nations originally Scythians, who 
left the banks of the Tanais in queft of 
cafe and comfort in Scandinavia^;, who 
brought Sweden, Norway, Ruffia, and 
Denmark,, under the dominion of a Scy* 
thian family ; gradually fpread themfelves 
into Germany ; and. fucceffively filled 
Spain^ Gaul, and at lengthy the whole 
weftern empire, with the defolating tem- 
ped of their wars^ had the fame origin, 
the fame laws,, the fame courage, and the 
fame love of freedom ; the fame attach* 
ment to their original. cuftoms, the: reli- 
gion of their fathers^ and the fame.con^ 

temjit 
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iempt of death, founded on tBe hopes of 
a future felicity. 

< The cuftom» and ordinances of the(e 
people combined to imprint in their fons, 
the commemoration of their anceftrial va-. 
lour. This was their predominant virtue^ 
and accordingly was held in Angular ho- 
nour, and their love of war deeply rooted 
in their religion itfelf^ Odin*, inftead 
' of 



• The following account of Odhtf or Woden^ or 
Goden^ is- partly borrowed from Sir William Tem*» 
pie's difcourfe on Heroic Virtue. He was chief of a 
Scythian people, living between the Pontus-Eux*- 
inus and the Cafpian Tea; the youth of whom, of 
both fexes, to avoid the Roman dominion, he led 
towards the Baltic fta, and extended his conquefts 
all round it \ this expedition was about feventy 
years before the* Chrilttan «ra. Odin, or Wodin, 
impoited originally, the fupreme gpd of the Scy- 
thians ; it having been cuftomary among all the he- 
ix>es of thofe nations, to claim a defcent from theii: 
gods, and-efpecially the god of war. He, if he did 
not introduce that martial principle, at lead cherifh- 
ed it among the Scandinavians, with whom it was a 
fixed and general opinion, that all men who lived 

un*- 
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I 

of a pure aad abftraA doflrifie concemini^ 
God, introduced fenfitive kteas of tbe di- 
Tine majefty* He had the art to» oiodef 

the 



■ 

vnaftiTC Ikes and died natural deaths, by feJinei* 
•r hy wgdf went into vaft caves wider grovBc^ alf 
4ark and miry, &11 of aoiime cteaiatttt ultial in: 
^ch places, and there Sbr e^er grov«llcd kk cmilefr 
ftench and mi&ry. On the contraiy,^ all who gavr 
^mfdves to warlike adions and enterprizes, to the' 
conqueft of their neighbours, and daughter of ene- 
mies, ai>d died in battle, or of violent deaths upon 
bold adventures, thefe went immediately to the yaft 
hall or palace of Woden, their god^ of war^ wfa^ 
ftemally kept open houfe for all fucb gucfts, where 
they were entertained at infinite tables, in pei)>etual 
feafts and mirth, every man caroufing in bowls made* 
of the ikulls of their enemies they had flain, accord* 
ing to the numbers of which, every onie in thel» 
manfions of pleafure was ^e oioft honoured^ and^ 
the beft entertained. 

The force of this opinion on their thoughts and 
pafiions concerning life and death,, is ftrongly sepn^ 
fented in the twenty-fifth and. twenty-ninth ftanza of 
that fong of Epicediumof Regner Lodbrog, one i^ 
their famous kings, which he compofed in the Runic 
language, about eight hundred jem ago> after he 

was 
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the code of the SqrthUoi nalMMi) acoov&> 
lAg to the difpofittoai a«d conceptions of 

tbofe 



mmM 



was mortally ftung by a ferpcoC, asd bdbre tei 
TfiBom ieixed upon his vitals» 

Stansta XXL. 

Pugnaviinue enBbu$, 
Hbc ridere me facit iemper 
Quod Balderi Patris fcamna. 
~* Famta fcio in avla, 
Bib^ans ecreviilam 
£x concavis crateribus cranioniDb 
Non gemit vir fbrtis contm morteflU 
Magni/ici in Odini domilius> 
Mon venio defpenibundus 
Vcrbift^ ad Othini aulam* 

St Arc A. XXIX- 

Fett animus £nii^ 
- Invitant mt Jlyfir 
Quas ex Odini aula 
Othinus mihi mifit 
Lsettts cerevtfiam^cum Afia^ 
In. funlma fede bibam 
' VitsB elapfx fiiBt bors^ 
Bidens monaiw 
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tiiofe people. His paradife and his hell 
were totally calculated for Ac increafe of 
valour. His laws far exceed all the taws 
of the Spartans . for requiring and pro- 
moting the greateft contempt of death. 
With the Taft gafp of their warriors^ wcic 
immediatery conne£ted all thofe dazzling 
rewards which inflamed their imaginative 
powers ; and inftead of oppofing only firi* 
gid fpeculation and refle(Elion to natural 
fear, it was encountered and generally 
fupprefied by flaming paffions. 

Odin perfuaded the Scandinavians, that 
a happy immortality was referved only for 
thofe who, like their fathers, died fword ., 
in hand. To- rufh upon the enemies wea- 
pons and the enjoyment of the promifed^ 
rdcompence were, according to his doc- 
trine, confecutive. He brought the Scan* 



There is fcarce any need of adding, that our 
Wednefday received that appellation as the day 
confecrated to Odin, or Woden. Thurfday, as the 
feftivalof Thor, the fon of Odin. 

d!na«- 
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dinavians to believe, that falvation imme- 
diately depended on a peFfon's (bedding . 
his blood \ and that a fick patient, when 
near dying, fhould caufe himfelf to be 
.wounded, and not flightly, inofdertahts 
.appearing bloody before the face ef \m 
deities. Odin a£led up to his dodlrine; 
and the Scandinavians, after his example, 
fought the higheft pitch of happinefs and 
pleafure, in daughter and dangerous ha* 
voc. Their poets frequently ^y^ Our 
.warriors go to death with a fmile, they 
face danger with tranfport; they^ though 
they fall in battle all over wounds, expire 
with triumphant looks* A northern chief 
In his laft moments thus exults : What 
\ftrangi nua jajs rifi ftp within me/ I am 
djing^ I hear Oditti voice \ the gates ofhfs 
hlifsful palace open to the^ the half-snaked 
maidens meet me with a Jmile, lovely crea^ 
tures ! a Jkyhlue fcarf heightens the enchant* 
ing whitenefs of their completion/ Behold 
they welcome me with the fculls of my Jlain 
Viinues filled with elevating heer!^ He fell, 

laughed 
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nacy. Their very women learned to han- 
dle their weapons^ A princefe, who with 
her own hand had killed a lover, as z' 
chaftifement for his too great freedom, 
was looked on with a kind of adoration. 
A young man could fcarce meet with a 
woman who would accept of him before 
he had given public proofs of his courage. 
A king's fon could not decline a duel with 
a peafant, it having the fanAion of reli- 
gion itfelf,, from a perfuafibn, that he who 
came off viSUu was undoubtedly ia the 
right. 

This 



** a proof to the contrary ; £6 bow detemuiie th^ 
** controverfy/' Torchill fevered the head at one 
blow, and the knife, as was natural, fell out of the 
hand. The fifth ihewed the fame tranquility, and 
died in bantering his enemies. The fixth iaid| 
** 7orchifl ftrike me in the face 5 I will remain im- 
** moveable, and do you obferve if I ghre any fign 
** of fear, or fo much as ihut mine eyes; for the 
** Jombourgers are accuftomed not to ftii> even at the 
** iiroke of deaths and we have often pra6Ufecl it 

** anions 



t 
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This way of thinking, aiid the at- 
!ckievements coiifequential to it, were 

. tranfinitted to pofterity in the firft radi- 
ments of Scandinavian poefy^ Boys were 
carefully taught thefe fonga, that their im- 
prci&ble hearts might be early, accuftomed 

. to the knowledge and imitation: of heroic 
feats ; and prodigies not inferior to thofe 
which accrued from them, do I exped 
from the immortal lays of the Branden- . 
burgh Tyrteus, and the glowing fongs of 
his Swifs brother* 

The like fpirit introduced itfelf among 
the ancient Germans. Their youth rufh- 
ed into the thickeft dangers, with the fole 
view of being celebrated by their bards% 



•* among one another." The feventh was, fays tlie 
Hiftorian, a young man in the flower of lifi?, and 
veiy beautiful : his light hair refembled fiJk, land 
hung in curls on his ihoulders. Torcbill a(ked him. 
what he thought of death. — " It is weleopie, only 
<* fee that no flave touches my hair, and that it be 
^* not befineared with my blood." Northern Anti- 

He 
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He who had eininentiy diftinguHhed 
(dfy was- deified on his deccale,. and fair 
defcendants raifed to a levd with prifioi%. 
beiides great gift^ and parcels of- land kt^^ 
tlad on them j and to hold their honoiura- 
whilft they lived becoming fuch aticeflon« 
AMOHa theFrancS) a beaotifiil ytea^ 
woman never beftbvped her inclination, .but 
on a man of> fingulajp valour, who^ to^il^ 
nidixeboth his meritsaiid the ard#ur'of Ut^ 
Idfs, makes it his firft bufinefstofteto^dV 
opportunity of exerciiing his ariRfi. Wither- 
out having taken: priibners^ moimting ^ 
dangerous aclivity, driven the ensmyfronr- 
an important poft, there was no hopes of 
fuccefs in courtOiip; the women chufihg" 
rather that their lovers fhoulddie fword^ 
in hand, than turn their back. Germany 
every where refounded with the harft; dill' 
of arms ; the banner of renown waved' 
orer every tombj and even noW^.eveiy. 
worthy German walks with an inward 
reverence over the fields which <:over the 
remains of his great anceftors, and in the^ 

forefts^ 



i 



NATIONAL PRIDE. 191 

fofefts,. wherfr their reputation flill as it 
were boveris about the moffy oaks. 

Could the Northern people amidft 
fttoh fentimantSy depart from that exalted 
felf-efleem which their codes^ their xeU^ 
^on, their poets inculcate^ by fo many 
motivesib ftrongly urged. If their fathers 
have not tranfmitted to them any^ great 
foodneis for civil- reputation, yet do they 
inherit from them the nohleft examples bf 
firmnefs and courage^ and fpirits^ glowing 
With emulation. 

Asf OKG the moft valiant nations, pride 
itt the military reputation of their anceftors 
was the principal incentive of their cou* 
rage. The children of the Huns' wene^ 
feized with a kind of phrenzy, at the rela- 
dons of great feats performed by- their an- > 
ceftors I and the hoary fathers would fhed 
tears on feeing that they could no longer 
hope to equal the juvenile vigour and^ 
ardour of their vegete offspring. The Ja-' 
pannefe were once a martial nation, fond- 
of glory, and iUuftrious enterprises, and: 

of 
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of fignalizing their contempt of death. 
Their moft ancient families were even 
obfervant to recommend themfelves by a 
graceful and majeftic demeanor. The 
pride arifing from the military reputation 
of anceflors, was fomented in them in 
their early youth ^ their education was 
chiefly calculated to implant ideas of con- 
rage and heroifm. War Jbngs and tri- 
vmphaflt hymns, were the firft harmony 
to which their ears were accuftomed 5 and 
one great talk in their fchools was to tran- 
fcribe the exploits of their heroes, and the 
hiftories of their anceftors, who, on fome 
commendable occaiion, had devoted them- 
felves to death. 

This pride it was which likewife ani- 
mated the ancient SwiiTers to face any 
dangers of war ; they with unfliaken in- 
trepidity trod on the necks of their nume- 
rous enemies 5 a handful of ruftics wieftdl 
their liberty from the powerful hands of 
their oppreflbrs. The memory of thefc 
ruftics called aloud in the hearts of the 

brave 
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brave Benuans at* Laupen $ that fmall 
corps took the field, determined to did 
becoming the Helvetian glorjr ; crowned 
with vine leaves, and celebrating the au- 
thors of their freedom, th^ encountered 
and routed their haughty enemies. It wa< 
to the memory of thofe ruftics, that AU- 
firia owed its fhameful defeat at Seinpach, 
in 1386, where the Auftrian army confift^ 
«d of 4x300 choice men, among whom 
were many eminent nobility^ die Swifi 
^id not exceed 1300, and ill armed; but 
their native heroifm prevailed over better 
weapons, and dexterity and numbersi 
Here it was that Arnold Winkelried per* 
formed an a£tion which deferves tht per-* 
f>ctual veneration of Swiffisrland. Seeing 
the Auftrians were not to be broken, 'be-* 
caufif being armed from head to foot, they 
had difmounted, and forming a clofe ba- 
lalion, prefented a front all iron, and 
bfiftling With pikes and lances, he formed 
a fcheme to facrifke htmfelf for his couif-^ 

try : Frimds^ faid- he, / am tuw foing t$ 

K give 
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give my lift to procure you the viHory ; / odf 
recommend my family to you. Follow me^ 
and a£i in confequence of what you fee me d$. 
Then drawing them up in the foun bjr. 
the Romans called cufeus a wedge, and 
placing himfelf at the point of the triangle, 
he marched up to the centre of the enemy, 
and wrefting their pikes from feveral, 
cleared a way for the Swifs to 'break into 
this iron batalion, who being incumbered 
by their armour, the Swifs obtained a 
complete vidory. In this battle feU, be- 
fides the duke of Auftria himfdf, above 
h^lf of his army. The memory of thefe 
ruftics inflamed the hearts of the twelve 
hundred SwifTets, who, not far from 
Bafle, attacked forty thoufand French, 
and difputed the victory with fuch obfti- 
nacy, that the few remaining periflied un- 
der the ruins of a church, which, after 
their retreat into it, was fet on .fire; 
The memory of thefe ruftics aduated 
in the hearp .of our fathers, who, at 
Murten, .dr9vethe.Burgundians as whirls 

iiuid* 
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fend. The memory of thtfc ruftics, while 
their progeny was not yet dcgencrattd^ 
was produSivc of a thoufznd immortid 
anions, which gained them the confidence 
of princes, the admiration of Euro^, an! 
an honouraWc peace with foreigners ♦. 

K 2 To 



* Louis XI. while dauphin, wit witness of the 
prodigies of vakmr they perfonned at the kutle of 
St. James, near Baiil, and he thef formed the dt« 
isgn of ftii^y engaging in his intereft fo intrepid a 
a nation. The twelve hundied brave men, who oa 
diis occafion firft defeated the vanguard of the Ar« 
nagnacs, which was eighteen tfaoufand ftrong, 
afterwards ndhly engaging the body of the army^ 
eleven hundred and fifty-eight were killed, and 
•diirty-two wounded. Twelve. men only elcaped, 
who were coniidered by their oountrymen as cow* 
ards, that had prefoml a life of fhame to the h». 
nour of dying for their country. But beiidcs dKir 
terrifying the enemy, and preierving Switzerland 
€nai a ruinous invaiion, they did it great fervice b/ 
the glory they acquired by their arms. A reputa« 
•tion for an inviolable fidelity is not lefs advanta- 
geous to that nation, and it has in all times l;e^n 
careful of preierving it. The canton of 2iik pu • 

Ai/lisd 
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To cultivate peace, the Swifs in their 
grant of troops, make it only defeniive ; 
thofe in the fervice of France never cro& 
the Rhine to attack the empire. The 
brave Daulhofler, commandant of « corps 
of 200 men in the French army^ and of 
which his four fons formed 'the iirft rank, 
on the general's infixing that he (hould 
crofs the Rhine, and march into Ger* 
many, he, without any further jceremony, 
broke his pike and returned to Berne. 

Thus ihe pride arifing from the hbnour- 
able commemoration of valiant anceftorst 
is an inexhauftible fource of magnanimity^ 
and> the fureft prefervation againft flotlr 
and degeneracy. 



mHattd with death, the foldier Who -di fe o ve re d the 
diike of Milan to the French, i»Hifh to efci^ them 
he h«d dirguifed him(elf> and inralked 4n the lanks 
of the Swifs inarching oat of Novarau 
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C B A P. XIII. 

€)f the pride arifingfrom the reputation ac^ 
quired by a people in arts and fciencet. 



B 



)Y this pride is to be underftood, the 
high eftimation a nation forms of itfelf 
from the acknowledged fuperior talents 
of ita anceftors, or as being themfelvei 
poflefled of fucb talents* This felf- 
cfteem is^ the natural confequencc of the 
high idea entertained of arts and fciences^ 
and their happy influence on the fouh Bjr 
them i» the mind developed, the circle of 
its operations enlarged, its mode of think- 
ing refined, and every latent fpark of ge- 
nius kindled. A mind thus enlightened, 
iees into the univerial errors of nations, 
the prejudices and illuflons of all ages \ to 
it, and to it alone, is known intelle^ual 
gcodnefs, beauty, and truth. Like a fu* 
gcaior eSBence looking; down from heaven 

K 3 ^« 
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on us, tranquil it beholds mankind ftili 
wandering in the darknefs of error ; and 
many their deflexions amidft the tempefts 
raging in this fubl unary fcene. 

The Enfemble of fciences teaches the 
foul a fenfe of its moft proper greatnefs, 
and fills it with difguft for laurels ftaihed 
with human blood. Darius was conquer- 
ed, and Afia had been fubdued, whea 
Alexander wrote to Ariftotle his pre^ 

ceptor, Xl^at h had much rather fyrpafsmtn 

• • • • 

ly knowledge and penetration j than by extent 
ff dominions. He had'likewife years be- 
fore faid to Diogenes, when ftanding be- 
fore his caik. Were I net Jlexandir^ lauld 
fvi/h my/elf Diogenes, 

This noble fentiment of : anceftrial 
glory, fpreads itfelf through a whole na- 
tion, when noted for having produced a 
great number of eminent perfonages. The 
memory of worthies who have lived for 
their country, well difpofed minds hold in 
equal account with the memory of heroes 
who have dlied for their country. Every 

nation 



NATIOIfAL PRIDE, igg 

nation values itfelf on thofc of its literati, 
philofophers and artificers, who having 
paid the tribute of death, no longer excite 
the public envy. The nations who enter- 
tain the higheft notions of their great men, 
are often the very laft in paying them a due 
regard when living ♦. It is only for thofe, 
who being already confined to the grave, 
fland no longer in any bodies way, that 
fiich an «fteem !s to be expe£led which 
envy will no longer prey on. With thefe 
imitations, the fame of a nation may be 
termed the produdl arifing from the repu« 
tation of fon^ individuals to the general 
mafs of genius of all the natives. 

They who have ehKghtehed their 
country by their talents, exalted it by 
their philofophyV embeHtlhed by their ge- 
nius, may be faid to have carried their 
nation's name on their flioulders to th« 



TT 



^ Seven wealthy towns contend for Homer ffead^ 
Thro* whichy.wben living. Homer bcgg'd hit bread* 

K 4 moft 
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mod diftant countries, and the rem^teft 
pofterity j that after the period of earthly 
exigence, their more noble part lives and 
operates i and unimpaired by long fuccei^ 
fioa of time^ becomes an inheritance to 
^1 nations. The imprefles of their great 
ibuls are admired in monuments left to us 
for our admiration and inftruAion* la 
them flill breathes their geniu»» there .ftiU 
blazes patriotifm*sfacred fire j from thence 
it communicated itfelf to the breafta of 
thofe great perfonages^ who have adorned 
their country in fucceeding ages. Still 
may thofe n^onuments emit a fpark which 
may revive priftine fublimity of fendment 
in a langifprous progeny, tba< it (hall pant 
after the inheritance it bad forfeited ; andy 
in the admiration of its refplendency, 
pre(s forwards to the recovery of lt» 

The Greeks were fenfible, that for 
confolation in adverfity, deliverance in 
dangers^ the extenfion of their reputation, 
and the glory of their actions, they were 
entirely indebted to their literatL Many 

of 
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of the Athenians, who, being taken pri- 
foners in Nicias's unfortunate expedition 
to Sicily, were made flavet of, owed 
their prefervation, or at leaft their well- 
being, to Euripides,, whofe verfes they 
ufed to repeat to their niafters. In fuch 
celebrity were the Grecian gcniufcs, that 
fome Grecian envoys coming to the king 
of Perfia, the firft queftion he afked them 
was. How thi poet Arijiophanis £d ? Had 
it not been for the father of poefy, all 
Achilles's fighting would not have refeued 
bis name from oblivion.. Ptolomey Phi- 
ladelphus, whom his courage and probity 
raifed to the throne, being full of the Gre- 
cian fpirit, (b improved his capital Alex- 
andria, that it became the metropolis of 
arts and fciences^ The mufeum he found* 
cd, was the moft ancient and moft fpien- 
did temple ever raifed in honour oT the 
fciences, and in it he fettled many profeilbrs, . 
all of diftinguifhed abilities. He made it 
an afylum for perfecuted philofophers ; 
and in their panegyrics, found a furer path 

K5 t^ 
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to glory than all his oftentatious predecef- 
fors, who, with their pyramids feemed to 
brave Heaven, and infure a name beyond 
decay. 

Rome facrificed conqueft to literature, 
and rclinquiflied military glory for the 
more humane jcputation of arts and fci- 
exices. What if the arms of that powerful 
people, had fubdued Greece, yet was Greece 
able to fhew the Romans, that greatnefs of 
genius raifes the flave above bis mafter, 
and that it is not only at the head of vic- 
torious armies, and on the ruins of de- 
molifhed thrones, this greatnefs is at« 
tained. 

The fall of the Republic feemed to 
ftrcngthen the iiltereft of arts and fciences. 
The world fubmitted itfelf to the arbitrary 
will of one lord, and the tyrant Auguftus, 
as difgufted with bloodfhed, became a 
munificent patron to the mufes. He de- 
lights to bear Virgil read his poetry to bim, 
and when the poet was fpent with reading, 
no lefs a perfon than the firft minifler of 

ftatc 
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ftate relieved him, and once when reciting' 
his lines on Marcellus, a deceafed Ton of 
the emperor's, Odavia, his con fort, fell 
into a fwoon, and Auguftus . himfelf was 
moved to tears *. The fame emperor had- 
pitched upon the poet Horace for his fa-* 
vourite, but Horace had the iiefolution.to' 
decline that brilliant honour. Rome,**r<n} 
in its fhackles, was ftill great in its geni- 
ufes. Their fame was the fame of the ftate, i 
and the people's pride. 

The honours paid to thofe who diftin«- 
guifhed themfelves by. their genius and lite- 
rary abilities, was the moft exuberant germ 
of great men, both among the Greeks and . 
Romans. In the Ceramicum § at Athens, . 

weje.: 






• The lines arc from 860 to 885, book VI. of 
thcEneid^ and the emprefs farther prefentcd him 
with ten fefterces, between eighty and ninety pounds 
for each line. > 

* There were two places fo called at Adiens^ one 
vithin the city, andcontainingjinnumerable building, 
as temples, theatres, porticoes, &c. the other in the 

K 6 ^ fuburbs. 
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were ere^ed ftatues of its illuftrjous citi- 
zens. Greece was every where full of 
fuch honorary remembrancers. Their re- 
putation on all fides prefented ftfelf to the 
mind, which in confequence, burnt with 
impatience to deferve t4ie like memorials. 
The graves feemed to open, and Ihades of 
the dead to return on earth, to animate the 
Koman youth in the puriliit of the beautif 
ful, the juft, and the grand ; and accord 
ingly the impulfe of honour beat ftrong in 
them, when they faw the ftatues of dieir 
great fore-fothers drawn in proceffion to 



fiiburbs^ and which befides being a public buml« 
place, contained the Academy^ and many other edi- 
fices \ Athens was likewife famous for its conftitu* 
tion and police, concerning which their legiilator, 
Solon, fays : 

Whatfow*r *wAsfct I did on mil beflenVf 
if or raised the mean toohigh^ norpreft'4 Ua-iHw^ 
^Jkeric/i that rul'd ami '€<v'rj9fkebori, 
ConfifCd by laivs would not opprefs thi p^ar^ 
BotApartiis Jfecur^dfrom lawUfs might, 
$9 noM ituroach^d upon another*: right. 

Potter^t Archasologia Graeca. 

dignify 
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dignify foIemiiities,amidft acdamations of 
praife. 

Nevbii is a nation more powerfully fti. 
mulated to the love of fcience and virtue, 
than when it views domeftic patterns of 
this kind witji a generous pride. Every 
nation owes efteem to thofe by whom it 
has been enlightened and amended. It 
will honour even the images of them, it 
will celebrate their memories, and everjr 
heart will glow with a fervid" defire of fuch 
hofTours, and the magnanimity which has. 
deferved them* Accordingly, the pride^ 
arifing from the thought of pre-eminence 
in abilities and talents, over other nations,, 
was cfpecially prevalent among the Greeks 
and Romans. 

Athens, fo early as under Pericles, raifed 
the aftonilhment of its neighbours, by the 
maller-pieccs of its J literati and artificers. 
Pericles perpetuated the memory of his 
heroes, by Phidas's creative hand ; it was 
he who, by his eloquence, carried the At- 
tk fpirit to its higheft flight. He was the 

very 
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Yery foul of Athens. There is no reading 
Paufanias's travels, through that beautiful 
country^ v^ithout a ravifhing impseffion of • 
the moft exalted ideas. The reader is tran* 
iported with the defcriptions of its multi* 
farious mafter- pieces ; and exquifite pro- 
duAions of archite£lure, fculpture,. and. 
painting, embellifhing every corner 4>f 
Greece ; all conducted under a mafculine. 
and judicious tafte. Greece, during a long 
fucceffion of centuries, brought forth in ait 
the feveral branches of the fubliooe, men 
who prompted by a creative genius, /Iruck. 
out of the common path, and gained im*- 
mortality, through ways before untried.. 
To exalt their fouls and enlarge their- 
knowledge, the love of truth,, and defire: 
of perfeftion put tbofe great men en very 
long and hazardous journies. Even the- 
veftiges left by the Romans in three parts; 
of the world of th^ir grandeur, and their 
thirft after endlefs glory, are, together -with^ 
their religious re^^ercnce for the memories. 
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cf their great men, fo many evident marks 
of their pride. 

Italy, England, and France, have of 
late come neareft to the Greeks and Ra- 
mans, in a juft eftimate of their own me* 
rits in arts and fciences. 

The Italians are certainly well ground- 
ed in that pride, as built on the renown of 
their nation for arts and fciences.. No 
fooner had the Italian cities fet up the 
flandard of liberty^ when from the gloom 
of a Gothic chaos, ifTued that light which 
had formerly irradiated Greece. The ar- 
- dour of thefe revolutions impregnated all 
arts and fciences, and produced immortal 
pieces of every kind : Florence, liberal of 
the wealth accruing from an extenftve 
.trade and flourifhing manufa£lures, and 
aSuated by that defu-e of honour which ia 
the concomitant of genius and the parent of 
great dedgns and actions, affedled every, 
kind of glory* Europe beheld the patrio- 
tic, political, and military virtues revived, 
together with the arts and fciences, the 

iburces 
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fources of which the Barbarians had fo long^ 
deftroyed. Florence, both before and un- 
der the Medicis, was Athens in its meridian* 
of profpcrity. Italy, now Co prieft-ridden, 
is of all theftates in Europe, that where the 
fine arts firft found objefis for appIicati6A. 
and encouragement, emulation and recom* 
pence. From that city have ever come the* 
firffcfparks which prefaged and produced! 
the greateft returns* of light* The Fran- 
cifcan monk, who wa» elevated to the? 
papal dignity by the title of Sixtu^ V. did- 
more for the embellifhment of Rome, in. 
bis fhort papacy of five years, thai><the re- 
nowned Auguflus, during a reign of forty 
years, and with all the riches of the world"! 
at his command. From Italy were acr 
quired thofe fciences, which have proved^ 
afundoffuch glorious advantages to £uo 
rope. It is efpecially to Italy that we owe* 
the fine arts and good tafte, in fetting be- 
fore us fo great a number of iftimitable* 
fpecimens* 

The 
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The veneration of the Italians for great 
men contribute4 greatly to the formation 
of them. Florence is full of monuments 
creeled to their memory, both by the fo« 
v€rjeigns of the cosntry and private perfons.. 
The celebrated Viviani*s houfein the neigh- 
bourhood of Santa Maria Novella, is a 
monument of his gratitude to the illuftrioMS 
Galileo, whofe fcholar he likewife every 
where took a pleafure in faying he had 
been. 

' The front of this houfe is adorned with 
a bufto, in bronze, of that reftcM'er of the 
moft fublime fciences, and between the 
windows are the dates and accounts of 
thofe difcoveries with which <jaIiIeo en-' 
fiebed thofe fci^ice». 

The Florentines carry their reverencel 
for the monuments of the golden age of 
fcience fo far, that it is accounted facrilege 
even to cleanfe, icrape, and poliih thofe 
ikitues which are expofed to the open air, 
and the incidents of the ftreets and fquares. 
Three hundred and three icore public 

fiatues. 



212 NATIONAL* PRIDE. 

aerial expanfe; If the feeds which produced 
thofe men be ftill exifting, yet are they 
now uncultivated and torpid, not yielding 
fo much as any fhoots or- leaves. The 
Italians, for a century paft, are no longer 
the fame people; they have in the per- 
formances of their anceftors, mafter-pleccs 
and models of good tafle before their eyes^ 
but thofe valueable remains have loft all 
their influence on them, no longer inflam* 
ing the genius, or awaking any talent. 
Italy, now, inflead of being vifited by tnhi 
vellers, for the fake of its inhabitants, i^ 
vifited only for the fake of the places 
which they jnhabiti 

I TfM£9S reprtMKrhes, however^ arc accC^- 
five, 'ahd'te! Italians the more unpoKtean£ 
oiFenfive," few nations being fo fimfible to* 
^e efleem of foreigners.. In philolbphy, 
mathematics, natural hiftory, medicine^, 
and the fine arts, Italy rivals France' and^ 
England^ Moft Italian academies are noW' 
intent on refcuing the fciences fix>mi 
jejune dilcuffions, and applying them ta 

the. 
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^ the neceffitles of mankind. The nobilitjr 
illiddigiikarie»of the church account itnot 
in the leaft unbecoming their dignity, to 
Say themfelves out in furpaffing each other 
in every kind of human fcience, whilft in 
(the mean time, the commonality at Rome^ 
and all over Italy is without knowledge 
«€ur principle, -and their only inftrudlion is 
410W and then the punifliments of male- 
favors. A tafte for folid ftudies is fpread- 
kig all over Italy ^ many authors write 
<with fingular freedom, and their thoughts 
ydeviate greatly from the old ftandard. The 
lateft Italian philofophers have broken the 
fetters of the hierarchy and defpotifm, with 
^ boldnefs fcarce to be parallelled. He 
Ywho has perufed the Riformo Ji Italia^ a 
.•new produiSlion, by a nobleman ; the iob- 
ndortal. Bagcaria^a Treatife of Crimes and 
JPemflties ; the Coffie^hou/ij an Italian week- 
ly paper, compared with which the cele- 
brated Engliih Spe£fator appears to be 
written only for frivolous women ; Reflect 
^tkm ofun Italian ^n the Church in general % 

the 
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by the honours paid to eminent geniujRsf, 
have, in all agesy interlaced the palm of 
fciences \i^ith their coronets ; and in thdr 
ilaily intercourfe tlK moft abftrufe or im* 
portant difquifitions are as cuftomary as 
^difputes about a new head-<ire6 or a m« 
gout, in France. 

The Englifh are more knowing than 
other nations, only as being more free ; for 
that fpirit of liberty of which moft republics 
have not fo much as an idea prompts the 
Englifh ardently to apply themfelves to the 
fciences, difcufs the interefts of nations, to 
be ever taken up with great obje£ts^ and 
ever doing great things. Their acquire- 
ments and their perfpicuity difpe] detri- 
mental prepofTciSons, and overthrow all 

• 

rlUcit power ; it is only a legal authority 
wifely conducted, which can ftand their re- 
fearches. Moft free nations are but fupcrr 
iicial thinkers ; whilft the Englifh, their 
wings being undipped, range at will the 
infinite expanfe of contemplation. 

A SCENE 
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. A SENSE of national merit in the fcien^s 
qften fhews itfelf among the French, and 
it is what they are moft juftly intitled to. 
We are too much accuftomed to view them 
only in a frivolous light, whereas much 
more matter do they afibrd for panegyric 
than for fxtyr. 

The geniufes of the French, at this time, 
xnay be ftiled tranfcendent ; they fe^m 
formed for every thing becoming man ; 
they meafiire the heavenly bodies, and have 
a moft impreffible fenfibility ; they improve 
the moft abftrufe fciences, and draw te^rs 
from our eyes for imaginary diftrefles. AIL 
their writings abound in beauties fcarce 
inutable. Order and method, energy, and 
nature, perfpicuity and propriety fliinfe 
with mingled rays, nothing fuperfluous, 
nothing trivial 3 every thought is exhibited 
in its moft afFeding light. As to that 
moft valuable fcience of being at once both 
(cholars and men, no nation can be offend- 
ed at the French being recommended as 
Siodels.3 the midpighc lamp fees them at 

L their 
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.\tk free than the moil free Engliibmaii | 
iind foQie pf the Eucyclopedifts are a| 
paunch republicans |is thegener^ityof tht 
{)jofeiIbrs of law in Holland and SwifTer:? 
jand ; and theie heroes are publicly known* 

Fartj^er, the parlisiments of Francis 
^o, with a manly and free eloquence^ diC^ 
play and afcer^tain tbeir monarch's trueui* 
^ereft ^ they lay before the .throne^ the ^t 
fc6tions« bjefli^gs, arui reqMeft^ of ati 
Tanks, that from thence, fafety, peace, an4 
j)rofperity, may the more re^dUy flow 
.down on the palaces of the great, and the 
^cottages pf the poor. Their bear^ fyik ncyt 
junder opprefSon, their minds are ever enW 
ployed .on gre^ and (ublime fubjeas, and 
ready to fiorfeit their perfonaj liberty, they: 
fubllaixce ^d places, rather than betray 
;heir 2ieal /or truths of public advantage.. 
This kind of frepdom confifts in the fr^f 
iife of their knowledge and abilities j it 
arifes from philofophy, and not from the 
form of governi^jent, being much more 
npble^ as fprjpging from a more nobU' 

^ .fpurcc. 
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feurce. Thus a nation can hardly exceed 
fn valuing itfelf on free-thinking and free-* 
l)>eaking, not as being alIowed5 but as 
realljr being not allowed fuch freedom. 

Thus^ the national pride arifing front 
the merits of its great men, with regard ta 
arts and fciences, is juft, and pregnant with 
many advantages whilft keeping within due 
iiihitations ; for as promotive of true phi- 
^lofophy, it expels fuperftition and ancient 
prejudices ; and the greater the ferment a- 
mong the fcveral principles and opinions 
of a nation, the better the fpirit of liberty 
thrive. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Of natural Pride arifing from iht Form 9j 

Government. 



A 



S we view the ruins of an ancient 
temple, with an eye of reverence, fo the* 
ancient laws and regulations of a ftate, to 

L 3 the 
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the very fmalleft remains of freedom^ make 
a fimilar imprefiion on the mind. 

The pride arifing from the national 
form of government^ is a fenfe of the fupe-f 
ilor value of that conftitution- A viole#t» 
heady, untraceable temper cries up for de* 
mocracy 5 he who is fond of honour de^ 
clares for monarchy. A common mind 
gives the preference to that form^ where the. 
political conftitution is moft pregnant with 
perfonal advantages to himfelf ; a generous 
Spirit efpoufes that form of government 
which he fees moft productive of public 
happinefs. In general, moft, and in my 
opinion, the beft grounded pride, is in 
thofe countries where a man depends moft^ 
' on the difeharge of his duty, and leaft oii: 
men, that is^ where every one retains, as 
;much of civil freedom as comports with the 
tranquil fubfifteilce of foci^ty. 

Every government finds it a matter of 
extreme difficulty to raife iafhe fubjedia a 
proper fenfe of its fuperior worth 5 yet it 
fe£ii>s no more than natural for a fubjeCt ta 

l^ve 
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love and regard the form of government of 
ht9 country as both divine and human laws^ 
always recommended it to their rcfpedt. 
A reafonable man generally finds himfelf 
happy under a moderate government j every 
fpark of inward ' complacency irradiates 
every thing around him. The beft go- 
vernments are not feldom the moft com- 
plained of, for the great advantages of laws 
and ordinances are without. any external 
glare, indeed fcarce vifible to a fuperficial 
eye ; whereas the moft minute evils, and 
fome fuch are infeparable from all govern- 
jnents, ftrike thefenfes, and, magnified to 
terrifying fcare-crows fet the inconfiderate 
people a-madding. 

. Under the {belter of the public liberty, 
the fubjed is happy, both in common-* 
wealths and in monarchies ; in common- 
wealths by right, in monarchies, acciden- 
tally ; but in all flates, where good laws 
are a check on the authority of men, or 
where a good prince is the law. 

L 4 CHAP. 
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witbin juft limits. On this account all 
republics have invefted a number of citizens 
who have deferved well of their country, 
or who are thought worthy to fervc the 
country, with the care of attending tq 
the laws, carrying them into execution, 
and. making Aich alterations in them. as the 
change of circumftances requires. Liber* 
ty, thus, does not confift in having, no fu- 
perior power on earth, but that this fuperioc 
power ihall not depend on the unconditional, 
will of a fingle perfon. Where the arbitrary 
will gf many is the fupreme power, there 
muft always be laws, that one may notcon- 
troul all the reft ^ and where there are laws, the 
greateft perfcn in the country is only the 
fix ft fubi^ft i and where no body is ex- 
empted from fubjecSion to the law, there, 
nobody is Have to another.. . . 

The freeft conftitution^ have ever re- 
quired.the ftrifleftfubmiffiony liberty being 
maintained by a fteady maintenance of the 
laws. At Sparta, that the fubjefts might 
be accufton^cd to obedience in the moft; 

minute 
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minute and ihdifFercnt things, the Ephori 
on their entrance into office, ordered pro- 
clamation to be made, by found of trum- 
pet, that every Spartan have his whiflcers 
cut ofF; for all their laws were to meet 
with the fame ready and exa£i: compliance, 
as that, by which a young man was au« 
thorized to aik an aged man, who liad a 
young wife, his permiifion to get him a 
child. 

• Thus republican 'freedom leaves man fo 
far poflefled of all his original rights, as 
confifts With the welfare of fociety. The 
deliverance from that lamentable fituation, 
where a man, debafed from his natural di^:* 
nity, is a (lave, not only from his will, but 
Eecaufe he muft, opens the mind, enlarges 
the id.eas, ftrengthens the foul, and imparts 
fire, boldncfs, and energy to every thought. 
I^e alone truly breaths freedpm, who ab- 
hors all chains, from the golden ones worne 
in thecourt-s of kings, tathofe of republics, 
which do not fo- much as admit of any 
fcildirtg. A worthy foul, at court, foon or 
• , h b late. 
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late^ breaks out into this wi(h r Freedom! 
Frudom ! with hard fare t this vivific free- 
dom produces a certain artlefs eloquence, 
on which depend the moft important civil 
and political concerns, it being the moft 
effectual inftrument, either to appeafe of 
f)ir up the multitude, or to convince them, 
and often to prevail with them, without 
any thing of conviAion. Freedom extendi 
its benign influence even to philofophy, 
as they beft promote the truth, who freely 
-difplay it in its nakednefs. 

Equality, farther, is held to be an ad- 
vantage belonging only to thofe republics 
where every one is, by law, capable of thfc 
iirft employments of the ftate, where the 
difpofal of them is in the hancFs of the 
people, without anyi)eing hereditary* But 
the fyftem of abfolute and legal equality 
aunong men is vifionary and pernicious ; 
fociety is to eftim^e men only in propor- 
tion to abilities for the public good, and 
this proportion does not keep pace with 
the number of men, that is, the number of 

g^iufed^ 
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^eniufes fells greatly flicMt of the nutnficr 
of citizens. A iingle citizen who has faved 
his country, is of greater.value than a hun- 
dred thoufand vulgar citizens, and what 
he fays ought to carry as much weight. 
Therefore, by legal equality, I underftand 
in general, that happy fhcte in which every 
citizen is equally fecured from all violences, 
and naturally values himfelf on his having 
nothing to apprehend from any of hiscom- 
snunity* 

The fame equality Js ftill obferved ivk 
all free countries where the commonality 
ftand in no fervile awe of the great, yet 
punftually obeying the laws, both being 
fubjedl to them ; where a man is not ac- 
counted a malefa&or, for being under a 
grandee's difpleafure, and where even the 
poor enjoy the rank of a man. The foun- , 
ders of the ancient republics, accounted 
equality to be of fuch indifpenfible necef- 
fity, that they divided the lands in equal 
proportions to every citizen ; a powerful 
expedient for encreaflng love and fidelity 

towards 
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towards one's country ; but to talk of it in 
our times, is building caftles in the air. 
Formerly it was looked on as a crime a- 
gainft the flate to afFe6l too great perfonal 
confideration, as certainly, where one fingle 
perfon is come to be above the laws, on 
him muft all others be dependant. The 
folc intent of the OJIracifm was to fecure 
Athens from the men of parts lording it 
over their inferiors*. 

From fuch a cautious principle it was, 
that the Venetians actually paiTed a capital 
fentence on a magiftrate for having only 
by a word or two appeafed a moft violent 
tumult, faying. He who could fo eafily ap^ 
peafe fuch an infurredion might likewife raife 



• A puniihment among the Athenians : Ba»- 
nifliing for ten years thofe who by then- wealth, mew 
rit, or intereft, might be tempted to afpire at the fo- 
vereignty. This, penalty reflefted oo di%race on the 
exile, neither did it deprive him, of any of his effeAs. 
It was called oftracifm, from OJlreon^ an oifter, the 
citizens writing ;the name of him whom they were 
ior baaKhing on fuch ibells. S*uii/h 



^ 



NATIONAL PRIDE. aj| 

•fir, and on the fame account, we fee tluC 
in feme modern republicb, nobility, r/|Mi- 
lence, and capacity, have been aniin^'l* 
verted on as crimes. A great man iuHtt-^d 
of having for anlagonifls ojjy {xri^/iu in^ 
titled to competition, fiwh an o|>{)on<:nt 
in every dunce. Accordinj^ly a I'^^fii/ir 
of the canton of Apct)z<;l iWid to a ^n*:t^l 
of mine, the worthy Dr, lUrA*-\f Thtff 
people (meaning the inhabitaijU '/I a M^/uin 
republican city) have cut t^ff (fht of fhfif 
felloW'citizerC $ headf purely bet,aujt it u^ea ift4 
€nly head among them* 

Even amidlt the greateft W^4\ \i\f^\H'A\^*f 
of rank and authority, l<An^ mfAun rc^^ 
publics maintain the great^rfl <rxt*iiul iip- 
pearance of equality* The leading mtn 
behave towards each other^ as if they were 
all equal in nobility, in eftate, in under* 
ftanding, in knowledge, and in virtues. 
Merit, unlefs defended by a high ftation, 
i$ every where the butt of envy. Where- 
as thofe gentlemen, one and all, treat the 
fubjecls with courtefy and kindneO. 'I^y 

aii 
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all affeft thofe beneficent virtues which 
arc the fruits of an enlightened reafonr^and 
aft up to the fentiment of chuflng to rule 
over free and happy men, rather than ty- 
rannize over a herd of flaves. The vimT 
of mftituting at Venice that fcene of re- 
velry, the carnaval *, was purely to ihfou<l 
for fome months in the year, the great in- 
equality of conditions in that republic, trn- 
der mafquerade habits of a fimilar appear- 
ance. Cofmo dc Medicis himfeif governed 
the Florentines, a people who valued liberty 
above every thing elfe, without any dif- 
tinflion from the other burghers, or ac- 
cording to his own expreffion, in a cowl. 

The beft grounded felf^ftecm of a re- 
publican refts on a certain fenfe of his fe- 
curity, an advantage, however, not always 



♦ The carnaval begins on Twelfth-day and lafts 
till Lent ; feafts, balls> mafquerades, and fuch exhi- 
bitions are common at this feafon, but Venice is the 
placA where the carnaval reigns in its glory. 

found 
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fbund in democracies. A fufpicious free- 
dom is generally a forced ftate, in which 
human nature cannot long fubfift. This 
iafety was wanting even iimong the Greeks, 
ti^here evetj thing being carried by the hu- 
tXiK^ut of a haughty, blihd, and paffionato 
multitude, erer ih extremes, and execrat* 
ing what they had the day before extolled 
to the fkies. But the learned, the polite 
Athens, was the place whidi chiefly failed 
in this important advantage, the power of 
the commonality there knew no limits* 
Magiftracy was an empty iiamfc, orders of 
the council were defpifed, and the decrees 
t>f tribunals reverfed, wheil dot agieeable 
€0 an infolent multitude, whofe meeting!^ 
were veiy often only ^ foli^tnh fummons or 
formality to do wrong, . 

In mixed republics {t^ribnal fafetjr fiand^ 
on good ground,' and paiitieularly in the 
ariftocratical, which, by the ftabitity of 
their laws, and the rank, dignities, and 
fplendour of their great men, moft coincide 
with a tempered monarthy,. and thus are 

prefiyrable 
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preferable to all other republican forms. 
Under fuch a conilitution, juftice is done 
to all ranks and ftations ; accordiAgl^t^ it is 
only on the other fide of the Alps, law be* 
ing there either fold or too expenfive, or 
too flow, that the poniard and piftol ait 
made ufe of^ Every one is mafter of liis 
own fubftance, and accounts himfelf happy 
that it is- for himfelf he tiJIs his gpoiuid 
and without paying for that freedomtWhich 
in other parts i& obtained only through 
•exorbitant impofts. He is accountable to 
no one for his income^ or for bij» way of 
fpending it j fo every citizen may be very 
cafy about the will and pleafure of any 
Cngle peribn however his fuperiww Ac* 
cordingly, neyer dqes a leptiblican fweli 
with fuch complacent pride as. when look^ 
jng down on a defpotit ftate, where every 
thing depends on a Cngle will, often de* 
praved by fuch an exceffive power. 

In ftates defpotifm is like malig-- 
liity in diftempers. In fome it is the 
lOalady itfelf^ in others^ an advent 

titioua 
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. titious exacerbation. But, in general, 
Yvery individual is in danger of becoming 
B defpot, if in his power, man being too 
fond of fctting up his will for law. A 
defire of commanding ov^r our equals is the 
predominant paffion of the human fouI« 
Ambition infeds all, but modly the wealt* 
eil. Every republic would foon be under 
the yoke of a defpot, when once become 
{o mean-fpirited as to (hew a fervile fub* 
miffion to any fingle individual. Inftancci 
are not wanting of petty ftates, zScAingto 
)>e zealous aflertors of liberty, but of which 
the colledive national bodies, fuch as they 
were, have tamely truckled to the will of a 
fingle perfon, have accounted defpotifm an 
hereditary right, and even looked upon it 
as a fee*tale, a tenure, defcending evea to 
women in failure of male-'ifliie, but one 
may fee with half an eye what ftamp thejf 
are of, who take a pleafure in molefting, 
ridiculing, and thwarting irrcprocbable pa- 
triots, and who, with a fupercilious fneer, 
give the name of rebel to thote who dure 

tfpoufe 
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efpoufe the conftitutional liberty, even lA 
a frcf country* 

But I here mean, only that defpotifnt 
which, furrounded with guards, is featcd 
en the throne^ or very near it, whilft in the 
mean tiitae all the AibjeAs muft bow to ap 
iron fceptrey and comply with principter 
dnd Dneafures, however oppreffive. 

In fuch countries, the defpot alone has 
a will, accordingly he does whatever he 
wills, and what he wills is Aire to be inju- 
rious to the rights of mankind. What he 
dejGres muft be lawful in the eyes of Go<£ 
and man, yet are his defires generally illicir« 
Cambyfes, Cyrus's fucceflbr, being difpofed 
to marry his own fifter, confulted his law-^ 
yers whether fuch a marriage was permitted 
by law ? Thcfe fagbs being endued with 
an acuteneft, of which our days are not 
without inftances, returned for anfwer, 
^at there was no law which permitted mar-* 
riage beeween a brother and Jifler^ but there 
was a very welt- known law which allowed the 
iking to do whatever he thought Jit. 

Now> 
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confpires to (hut his eyes againft the tears 
of his people, that the moft moderate 
complaiRts againft his counfellors, are 
punifhed as treafon againft the royal pcr- 
fon. His viziers arc continually fuggeft- 
ing to him h»s power to do any thing, that 
he may inveft them with a like power* 
They repeatedly afTure him that his people 
are happy, when, at the fame time, they 
arc employed in extorting from* them the 
Jaft drop of their hlood, at leaft the laft 
fruits of their induftry ; and if at any 
time, they take the abilities of the people 
ill to confideration, it is only to compute 
how long they can yet hold out under 
thefc oppreffions, without expiring. 

Such has heen the lamentable cafe of 
Morocco ever fince it fell under the vokc 
of the Schcriffs. The religion, the law5, 
the ancient cuftoms, and niftUled preju- 
dices, all combine to ftrengihcn the mo- 
narch's tyranny,- and to make the fubjccl^ 
a herd of enervate flaves. The prerogative, 
inftead of being coii£ned to life and pin. 
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pprty, even extends to their very confciencc, 
the emperor, as a reprefentative of the 
Great Mahomet> being the diredor. The 
people, from their infancy, are brought up 
in a notion, that to die by an order of the 
emperor, intitles one to Paradife -, and the 
honour of dying by his own hand, admits 
to a higher degree of felicity. This ac- 
counts for the inftances of cruelty, oppref- 
fion, and tyranny, on one flde, and of re« 
figned ilavery and mifery on the other. 
The emperor is both the law-giver and 
judge of hiis people, and, when in a mur- 
dering cue, the executioner. He is like- 
wife fole heir to their pofTeiSons of all 
kinds, leaving the next relations no more 
than he thinks fit. He, however, in fpiri- 
tual things, allows the Mufti a (hadow of 
authority, and to his meaneft fubje£is, a 
right of entering a procefs againft him j 
but the plaintiff who makes ufe of that 
right, is always found to pull an old houfe 
upon his head. 

MULEY 
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MuLEY lihtnael, emperoi^ of Morocco^ 
\i^ith his own hand killed, or rather mur* 
^ered, no lefs than forty tjioufand of his 
iubjefts ; yet he affe^d a very fingular 
«ldherence to juftice. One of his oiHcers 
complained tp him that his wife, in her 
freaks, had a cuftom of taking him by the 
beard ; the emperor was extremely pro- 
voked ; and to prevent her offering any 
farther infult to an officer of his court, in 
To refpeftable a part, caufed every hair of 
her hufband's beard to be plucked off by the 
roots. He o;ice happened to meet another 
of his officers on the highway, with a 
^ flock of Iheep before hinj ; and aflcing whofe 
flieep they were, the officer, with* the moft 
profound refpeft, .anfwered, O Ijhmael^fon 
^ Elcherify of the tribe of Hajfan^ they are 
mine, Thine ^ thou infolent wretch ^ (anfwcr- 
ed this fervant of the Lord, as he is called) 
/ thought I was the only proprietor" within ?nj 
dominions ! then running his lance through 
the offender's body,* ordered the flieep to be 
divided among his guards. The only good 

M thing 
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thing which Muleylflimacl appears to have 
done in his whole life, was his clearing the 
country of innumerable troops of banditti ; 
but this good a£lion was flrongly marked 
with cruelty, maffacring men, women, 
and children, all about the neighbourhood 
of any place where a robbery had been 
committed. Muley generally gave au- 
dience to foreign minifters on horfeback, in 
a court of the palace, furrounded by his 
officers barefooted, trembling, and proC- 
trate, and at every word he uttered, crying 
out, Great is the wifdom of our lord^ the void ' 
tf our lord is as the voice of an angel from 
Heaven. This fanguinary prince never * 
difm.ifled an envoy, without giving him a 
fpecimen of his dexterity in the decollation 
of one or more of his fubje£ls j and 
thus concluded the cereniony. 

All defpots, indeed, do not a<£l in this 
manner, yet do they aft on the fame 
principle, their will being the only law* 
I fhall fave myfelf and my readers the dif- 
pleafure of borrowing my examples from 

the 
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the behaviour of Chriftian princes who, it 
muft be owned, take more pleafure in 
bringing men into exiftence than depriving 
them of it ; but who, in all other refpe£ls, 
fcemed equally lawlefs tranfgrcflbrs againft 
humanrty, one of them having taken upon 
himfelf to fay, with John Galeazzo, duke 
of Milan, in the name of all fovereigns, 
that, JVhat he extirpated the robbers out of his 
tountry for was^for him to be the only one of 
the trade. 

But Afia is that part of the world where 
tyranny is always on foot, where, under 
the pretenceof momentary advantages, per- 
petual maxims of deftruflion are eflablifh- 
ed, whole nations are diflblved in tears, 
that thofe public pefts, the great and their 
undcrftrappcrs, may live in riotous afflu- 
ence, and that governors and others in high 
pods, may ply the country v;^ith thoi'e 
lafties of tyranny which they receive from 
the monarch. All landed property has 
been abrogated in Turke/, Perfia, and the 
Mogul; A governor of a province fays. 

Ml fFkf 
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tVhj fliould not be a wolf^ I having a'Jheep^ 
fcld at my command. The peafant fays, 7i 
what purpofe toil andfweatfor a tyrant j who 
io-morrow may take away from me all the 
fruits of my labour. The Turkifli Pachas^ 
not fatisiied in their journeys, with con- 
Aiming all the provifions of a peafant, but 
after cramming themfelves and their nu- 
merous retinue, are fo inhuman as to exad 
from them what is called tooth-moneyi by 
way of acknowledement for wearing away 
their Ceeth, in doing the peafants the ho- 
nour of eating them out of houfe and home. 
Accordingly, travellers give us dreadful 
accounts of the Afiatic ftates. We are 
told that Mefopotamia once fo happy, that 
Paleftine, a country flowing with milk and 
honey, and the once delicious plains of 
Antioch, are now ytry nearly as thin of 
inhabitants, and as miiferable and defolate, 
as the modern Campania of Rome, The 
diftrefs of the latter, though the govern- 
pient be too chargeable with little anfwer- 
ing the end of government the people's 

welfare. 
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welfare, is in a great meafure owing to 
that deletorious fcafon called the intemporiey 
which fets in about the middle of July and 
lafts till the rainy feafon> that is about the 
middle of Oftober* 

Civilized as China is, the emperor 
feigns with a prerogative truly unbounded. 
He reprcfents a kind of deity. The in- 
difpenfible refpe£l paid him, favours of a« 
doration ; his fpeeches are oracles, and hia 
4>rders and decrees executed as ^if uttered 
from Heaven. In Perfia the king's com^ 
mands, though iflued in a fit of drunken- 
nefs, are pundually complied with. In 
Japan it is thought beneath the emperor's 
majefty to inflict any punifhment under 
death. 

No where are the viciiStudes of fortune 
fo frequent and ftriking as in defpotic 
dates. In Perfia, princes of the blood have 
been compelled to become fchoolmafters. 
This was the only means of fubfiftence 
which the noted Kouli Chan left to feveral- 
of his minifters. In Conftantinople the 

M 3 great 
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great courtiers are hourly cxpofed to an 
overthrow, and the life of him who dit 
charges his part with the greateft fuccefs, 
IS all uncertainty, fufpicion, and terror. 
Under the laft dynafty of Chinefe emperors, 
princes of the imperial blood were made 
porters, without any diftinAion from othor 
porters, only their cords being of yellow 
lilk ; a colour peculiar to the imperial far 
mily. 

A STICK, in China, fills the place of 
the law. The paternal corrections, as they 
are called, of its tribunals, confift in twenr 
ty hard blows, and to which people of rank 
are no lefs fubje<St tlian their inferiors : the 
leaft thing awry in words, looks, or geC- 
tares, is followed by the cudgel, and the 
delinquent, after a fevere drubbing, kneels 
down before the judge; then bowing three 
times to the very ground, thanks him for 
the care he is pleafed to take of his edup 
cation. 

The prerogative of the emperors of 
China, like the power of all dcfpots, i5 

grounded 
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grounded on the poltroonery of his fub- 
je£ls. So mean-fpirited and abjeft are the 
Chinefe, that flavery is not (o much as ac- 
counted a difgrace among them. A Tartar, 
or Chinefe Mandarin, with a number of 
Jlaves in his fcrvice, is very often the flave 
of fome powerful courtier, who is likewife 
the emperor's flave. The Chinefe are be- 
come fo difpirited and infeniible in their 
chains, as. not even lo retain any difpofi- 
tion to throw them ofF. Defpotifm is faid 
to have been in no place fo moderate as 
in the kingdom of Tanjaor*. Raguola 
Naicker, who reigned in the laft century, 
was fo juft and equitable that his memory 
is ftill revered, having taken from his fub- 
je6te only two thirds of the fruits of the 
earth, and he caufed private fearch to be 



«» 



A province on the coaft of Coromandel, with ^ 
capital of th« fame name ; has French, Danifh, and 
Dutch fadlories. One of the beft countries in the 
Eafl iDditf. 
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made after the diflrefled^ who might ftand 
in need of afTiftancCc 

Thu8 a genuine repub}'ic;in cannot but 
pride himfelf in a free government, whert 
perfon and property are fafe when he 
tonfiders that in the moral, as in the phy.*^ 
fical world, there are large and fmall em- 
mets, between which reigns fuch a voraci- 
ous rancour^, that th^ great ace never ea^ 
but when preying on the (mail. 

C H A P. XVI. 



Of Pridf in JM&narchiis* 



I 



HAVE fomewbere read that men fel- 
dom deferve to govern themfelves, an^ 
that their vanity bears the fovereij 
a fingle perfon with left impatience 
the equality of maay. 

Those are not the declared fentiments^ 
in republics, and I,, throughouyji.e greater 

■^'^■- part 
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part of this chapter, fubftitutcthe obferva- 
tions and principles of monarchical fubjbils 
in lieu of my own fentiments, the better 
to explain in what manner the monarchical 
form of government ennobles the heart. 

By pride in monarchical ftates I mean the 
elevation of heart which runs through a 
■whole nation, who finds itfelf fingularly 
happy in the perfon of its monarch. The 
power of doing good without lim-itation^ 
and that of doing evil without the will^. 
promifes a nation golden days,, whilil the 
ruler's will is dlrefted by great and good- 
views. The glory of that European ftate 
which, beyond any other,* contemplate:* 
its king, will ever furpafs all other ftatca 
of the earthy whilft its- king is what h« 
Ihould be. In our times, the fubjedl of a. 
monarch, is by no means an abjeft, fervile 
creature, unlefs making himfelf fuch by an 
ab&ird timidity. We fee European thrones 
filled by benevolent monafchs ; friends to 
the peaceable virtues, patrons of arts and 
fciences, and truly fathers of their people ; 

M 5 and 
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and about them are minifters themfel'vei 
delerving crowns. Monarchies of this ra- 
tional temper were not to be found among, 
the ancients ; their governments were ei» 
ther republican or defpotic;. They never 
dreamed, that thofe favage times, in which 
a tyrant affumed an abfolute power, even 
cn'cr every part of behaviour, would one 
day be brought to a period, and that a fub- 
jcdt in monarchies would be a freeman, as 
in the frceft republics the freeman k a fub- 
jeft. They ^^new not that it would come 
to be faid of policed monarchies what was 
faid of republics, that Thofe the laws ruled 
/ind not men. They knew not that under 
the faered flaade of prerogative, order, (la- 
bility and equity might flourifh, that 
property may be fafe, and the fubjeft may, 
without moleftation, fet down within the 
circle of his duties, and freely pra£life 
them, while in the mean time, arts thrive, 
(kill and induftry are encouraged, and the 
monarch lives among his fubjefts as a father 
in his family. That a certain, fpirit of 

freedoQik 
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freedom may exift under a governmeiit 
folely monarchical, is a difcovery due to 
our age. The free genius of a Montcf- 
quleu, of a d' Alembert, of a Helve- 
tius, a Mably, a Ghalotais, a Thomas, a 
Marmontel, and fo many more French of 
refpedlable ftations, befides being the 
ftrongeft fatyr on the manner of thinking 
of fome pretended republicans, is pregnant 
with as great things, and notlefs promotive 
of the general welfare than liberty itfelf. 
Under a monarchical government,all depends 
immediately on the perfon of the monarch 
or his prime minifter. It is manifeft that 
their manners afFedl liberty as much as 
the laws themifelves ; that they can make 
men beafts, and beafts men ; that if they 
love generous fpirits, they will have fub- 
jedls, and ifabjeft fouls be more their in- 
tent, flaves will not be wanting. For ever 
honoured be the name of that excellent 
minifter the duke de Choifeul ; he direcfled, 
he urged, fome of the moft intelligent 
perfona ia France, freely to examine the 

M 6 principles 
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principles of his adminiftration, and hf 
before him the good and bad tendency of 
bis meafures to the public welfare of that 
large kingdom^ and concluded with afllir^ 
ing them that he would conform ta their 
advices. This freedom, made matter of 
requeft in a ftate completely monarchical,, 
would, in many republics, be accounted 
little fhort of high treafon^ againft the ftate; 
ithas already produced fuch edi&s as^annot 
but greatly heighten the power and repu- 
tation of France, if firmly perfevered in 
againfl the machinations of ielfiftinefs and 
•Avy. 

All the powers of genius and the heart 
are put in a£lion under a wife monarch; in 
a republic, the dull and phlegmsgic ar^ the 
beft looked on, whereas of an a£live man 
of parts, it is commonly faid^ with lefs wit 
he would be better. His behaviour is mope 

narrowly watched, which j from prudential 
moti ves,ind uces many a gallant fpirit to con- 
ceal himfelf in an obfcure ftation, and relac- 
, tantly lounge away life in ^painful infignifi- 

cancy. 
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cancy. But under the eye of a monarch, 
a theatre is open for the cxercife of genius^ 
the competition oftalents, and the difplay of 
virtuesyall which, en the appearance of due 
encouragement, fpring up beyond expec- 
tation. Gold hfelf is made no account 
of comparatively to arrant trifles when thefe 
are beftowed as a pledge of thefovereign's 
acknowledgment and efleem^ He is the 
magnet which attrafts the greateft talents 
and the moft exalted virtues, the gale 
which unfolds them, the fpirit which ani- 
mates them, and the center of their a6K- 
vity. The moft extenfive faculties lie 
dormant, unlefs called forth by the fovereign's 
munificence- A monarch cannot be faid to 
ftand on thefhoulders of his nation asa'con- 
fpicuous objeft fof the, regard of pofterity, 
while not diftinguifhed among them by his 
perfonal qualities. His people rife to an 
equal height with himfelf, only with this 
difference, that he ftands at the head of a 
glorious people, and his name is, as it were, 
written on every forehead . The monarch's 

ptrfonal 
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pcrfonal honour fpreads through the whole 
nation. Every great man who by his me- 
rit partakes of that honour, though (hining 
for himfelf, yet his reputation reflefts ho- 
nour on the monarch, who knew how to 
employ him. Thus a king, who under- 
ftands government, centers the glory of a 
whole nation in himfelf, and with his ho- 
nour is the whole nation irradiated. 

Politicians have obferved that the art 
of good government, requires but one ta- 
lent and one virtue. The virtue is an af- 
fecSion for mankind, the talent is to em- 
• ploy them properly. When a king is 
heartily difpofed to good, and with a ftridt 
fagacity makes ufe of the moft infallible 
means for that glorious end, the honour 
accruing to him from it only returns to its 
firft fource. A prince who, by the ties 
of confidence and love, unites the feveral 
parts of his dominions into one fingle body, 
of which he is the foul, who promotes po- 
pulation and induftry, agriculture and 
commerce, patronifes arts and fciences,. in- 
cites 
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cites abilities and virtues to z&ion, fuch a 
king accumulates without its cofting his 
people a fingle tear, or the world a drop of 
blood, accumulates, I fay, in the bofom of 
peace, an immenfe harveft of glory, which 
he may be faid to reap who fowed it, and 
they to enjoy who aflifted him in the glo- 
rious toil. 

This perpetual connexion between the 
monarch's honour and that of the fubje<9:, 
IS the chief principle of the noble pride pre- 
valent in monarchical ftates. Every fub- 
je(£l appropriates to himfelf a portion of the 
monarch's honow, as the monarch's dig- 
nity is inhanced by the honour of his fub- 
jefls. 

A MONARCH of a depredatory fpiritcan 
be no foundation of pride to his fubjefts, 
whilft in their fober fenfes. Yet he who 
is in his king and country's fervice, may 
carry arms for a good or bad caufe, and 
whether he receives the fword from the 
hands of juftice or of avarice, yet is he not 
accounted a judge, nor guarantee of the 

projeft 
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projcft of which the execution is commit- 
ted to him ; his perfonal honour is fafe, and 
icfpefted in proportion to the relu£lancf 
which the execution cofts him. His An- 
gular magnanimity and talents may afieft 
him with regard to their influence on public 
calamities, but never on fuch occafions wilt 
he glory in them. But if the monarch 
has fpcnt the days of his youth in literary 
iblitude, and has been made acquainted 
with misfortunes in the years of pleafure^ 
and in the feafon of tranquil gratificatioas 
learned to be king, philofopher, legiflator,. 
hcro, and man, then may the fubjcd opea 
his heart to the beft founded pride. The 
genius of a nation will take a new flighty 
arts and fciences will inj prove, philofophy 
will be no longer mere fcholaftic jargon, 
but have young courtiers amid ft its votaries.. 
If fuch a prince be lihcwife free from thofe 
foibles which, among the great, go by the 
name of frolic and diver fion, and which 
are pardonable only in thofe unhappy 
kings, 'on whom royalty fets uneafy.. 

freedom of thought will difplay a more 

chearful 
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chearful afpefl:, virtue will find an afyr 
lum, and opprefled innocence a power* 
fill protection. The fpirit of perfecution 
would be driven to its cells, and the per- 
iecuted be avenged. Every path to glory 
will be open to> the nation, when the mo-^ 
narch himfelf walks in thofe paths. If 
wit in his pea be tempered with folid fenfe^ 
hiftory breathes truth, and poetry (hineswitb 
a glowing ftile, and elevation of fentiment ^ 
jfavourites will be fincere, juftice be the. 
yule of politics, on bis pulling from the 
face of falfhood the mafk of flattery, and 
from that of policy the viibr of deceits 
Where the moaiarch dilcountenaitces liti-^ 
gation, and fays to lawyers, Te generation of' • 
vipers no longer JhaU ye fuck the blood of my 
feople^ the complaints of innocence agaihft 
judges wiUceafe, and right and wrong meet 
with proper fentences. 

Thje fubjeft may wetl be proud where 
(uch a monarcK extends his regard to the 
Qfieaneft of his fubjedls as to his friends,, 
where lie take^ all req^uifites meafures ta 
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make the peafant as happy as the noble- 
man ; where his prefence fills the court 
with refpe<Sl, and brings cheerfulnefs to 
the cottage. 

The fpirit of this monarch will animate 
his armies, (haring with them the fatigues 
of marches, the inclemencies of feafons, 
the want of necefTaries, the dangers of ac- 
tions, and by every other endearing carriage, 
for which a camp affbrds^fuch various op- 
portunities. 

Thus monairchical ftates are not without 
grounds for a well-founded and the noblel: 
pride, when the monarch is. in^ bis own 
perfonal behaviour and his adminiftcatioxi^ 
what he ihould be«. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Good and bad effeifs of National Pride^ when 
grounded on real Pre-eminences and Ad" 
vantages. 



I 



F any of the preceding paflages, as 
coming home to fome of my readers, may 
have excited their indignation, it is my 
humble requrft that in cafe here and there 
a falutary truth {hould likewife efcape 
me in this fequel, it may be kindly over- 
looked. 

An elevation of mind retting on a juft 
bafe is beneficial to thofe pofTeii&d of it, and 
is approved even by religion. Though we 
cannot ftand on our own merits before God, 
yet does religion exalt our whole nature^ 
laying open to us the greatnefs of our de- 
ftiuation, and the way of attaining to it. 

Providence 
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Providence and grace impart a firm con- 
fidence and increafing ftrength, never per- 
mitting man to fink under his v^eaknefs. 
Even a meek heart is very compatible with 
refolution, probity, elevation of fentiment^ 
and in general, with a cheerful confciouf*-^ 
nefs of all our talents and good qualities^ 
provided we never lofe fight of our depen* 
dance on God, an4 look up to him as the^ 
mediate or immediate fountain of all. good-*- 
oefs* Under falfe humilitjc, a: certain 
ielf-complacency too ofttn betrays it- 
ielf when real humility does not require 
that we ihould deny whatgood we are really 
pofiefled of,^ or debafe ourfelves beneath 
our real worth. Thus religion, fo far 
from exploding a noblenefs of mind, ii 
indeed one of its jprincipal fupports as 
enjoining fclf-knowledge, not purely as 
a check to haughtinefs, but as producing 
in us a fenfe of the power's with which out 
Creator has endued us. 

A CONFIDENCE in thefe talents and qua- 
litiesj^ and that adherence to truth which 

emanes 
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cmanes from them, begets fuch a Armnefs 
and intrepidity of foul as dares rife up a- 
gainft general abufes and prejudices, that 
is, fuch a courage as can face general 
hatred, and, like a true champion of truth, 
fet at nought the opinions of a depraved 
or ignorant majority. Confidence in 
one's abilities has a clofe affinity with an 
afpiring nobienefs o^|yiment, which is 
the parent of glcyiou^maertakings, with-^ 
out which confidence the braved man 
finks into a (late of ina6^ion and lethargy, 
in which his depreffed foul lingers as in 
a clofe prifon, where it fcems to colle£); 
all its force only to fufFer the more; where 
calamity is aggravated, duty irkfome, and 
the profpeft into futurity all terrour, 
every path to honour is barred, his genius 
lies inert and motionlefs as a fhip frozen 
up. He attains to nothing as not endea- 
vouring at any th?ng, and he does not 
endeavour as miftrufting his abilities, 
whilft others much inferior in deferts fhall 
far out-ftrip him in the career of fortune, 
only as more fanguine and cnterprifing. 

A Mean 
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A Mean opinion of one's felf is the vcrjr 
thing which brings one man to be suio« 
ther's flave. It gives me extreme concern 
to fee men of real merit behave with fuch 
felf - abafement towards noblemen, on 
whom, indeed, their all may depend; 
but who require no fuch humiliations. 
I too often hear* a kind of talk, meant 
Indeed, for humi^v. but ii abje&nefs, 
which for an inco^^aead^ earned, or a 
fervice ill requited, makes a great man 
kind of deity, and finks the fpeaker below 
an Algerine flave in the prefence of hit 
Dey, Such language pierces me to the 
very foul, as proftituting the whole human 
nature ; and nobility anJ princes are, in 
reality, never honoured more, than when 
fpoken to with a generous freedom. He 
who apparently, or in reality undervalues 
himfclf, becomes the flave of every one 
who would make him fuch. The fear of 
lofing a daily fubfiftence, unlefs a man be 
infuperable, preys on the energy of the 
foul, • magnifies a louts d'or to a moun- 
tain. 
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tain, and gives to every expreiEon the 
whioe of a groveling fervitude. With 
thofe of fuch a ftamp the faddening reflec- 
tion of worthleffnefs abforbs all ideas of 
the dignity of human nature, of elevated 
fentiments, of magnanimity and felf-con- 
fidence, and of adherence to truth. A- 
nother unhappy effeft of their pufiUani- 
mity is that cringing and crouching to a 
nobleman, and with^'^^itiful look, like 
that of a penitential monk to his abbot, 
they bring on him a kind of vertigo, 
caufing him to think too highly of him- 
felf amidft fuch abjeft homages, fuch 
adulatory fpeeches. 

This mean opinion of one's felf farther 
tends to make men flaves to their paflions, 
and deficient in their duty. A higher 
opinion of human nature, and more con- 
fidence in one's abilities, would fhew that 
it is poffible to be virtuous, to come 
to an honourable rupture with voluptuouf- 
nefs, and that the Afcetics have fpread 
the match at which it takes fire. 

Hk 



\ 
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He who is void of thofe folid principleSi 
by which the foul perfeveres againft fufc 
fcrings, will fcarce aft up to his defiina^ 
- tion. A man of parts, who in a joylefs 
retirement, does not learn to bear -with 
whatever can difguft only a delicate fen* 
fibility, and aiFed the impreffible heart, 
pines -away. He gives over exerting 
his talent^ being daily furrounded by peo* 
pie who know not 'that his underftand* 
ing and tafte may be applied to a thou- 
fand things, the very names of which arc 
unknown to them ; and who, aa it were 
of courfe, moft heartily hate the influence 
of that underftanding and tafte on his 
behaviour. He clofes with momentary 
joys, and enervates his whole heart for 
the fakf^of being admitted into their com- 
pany. He oppofes no man's opinion, how 
abfurd foever. Prejudice and error may 
go free for him ; being determined, as 
Triftam Shandy very wifely fays to an 
afs. Never to wrangle with any of that fa* 
mily^ 

There 
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TThere is not, out of the precinfts of 
nligion, there indeed a perpetual fun<fhine 
ever reigns, a more powerful fupport in 
adverfity, than a well-grounded and mo-^ 
derate efteem for one's felf. 

Let a worthy man, when under a 
cloud, only afk hirafelf. Who are they 
who wifli me ill ? who openly defpife me, 
who ridicule me, and calumniate me i 
Why, are they not moftly ignoramufes, 
fribbles, or little better than ideots i and 
Aich can no more be hearty friends to a 
man of genius, than villains contraft a 
cordiality For an honeft man ; to thcfe 
thoughts let every man oF genius adhere, 
and be fenfible that his very goodnefs is 
what irritates thofe vermin againft him. 
But if he has fought his^ way through 
them, and perceives that calumny attacks 
him only behind his back, he then thinks 
with a fmile, I am as a burthen to them, 
and they muft get rid of it fome how or 
other. A reliance on good fortune, or 
an extraordinary concurrence of unfore- 

N ' feen 
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(een caufe^, is a great help in a daogerouc 
circumflance, animating the heart, and 
abating the apprehenfions which agitate a 
contrafled tnind, when, pregnant with fomc 
great projcft, it views the dangers which 
lie in his way. Confidence in his good 
fortune, produced that noble pride in Cae- 
far, while yet but young, during his im- 
prifonment in the ifland of Pharmacufa, 
having fallen into the hands of Ciliciaa 
pirates, whofe naval force was fuch as to 
make them mailers of the fea, and at the 
fame time they were the moft blood-thirfty 
wretches in the univerfe. Caefar fent all 
his people about the towns to raife money, 
retaining only a phyfician and two fer- 
vants with him ; and in fuch contempt 
did he hold thefe barbarians, that frequent- 
ly, on his retiring, he fent them word to be 
quiet, and not difturb his night's reft j 
and on the Ciliciana alking him only 
twenty talent^ for his ranfom, Caefar 
laughed at them, as not knowing. what a 
valuable prifoner they had. for about fix 

weeks 
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ivedcs continued he perfeAly calm and 
^eafy, bantering and 4>laying with thofe 
^rugg«d batbarians. He compofed dif- 
«€ourfes and poems, which he read to them, 
and when not duly alFedted, would call 
them barbarians and fenfelefs (locks, and 
ibmetimes carry his jocularity fo far as to 
threaten them with the gallows, and in 
i-eality he had fcarce been fet at liberty, 
when putting to fea with fome (hips which 
lie found in the harbour of Melitum, he 
made directly for Pharmacufa, where fall- 
ing on the pirates, he took feveral, and 
had them crucified. Another effe£i of this 
confidence in his good luck was, that be- 
ing in a bark a little before the battle of 
Fharfalia, and difguifed in the habit of a 
Have, a very violent ftorm arofe, that the 
trembling matter of the bark gave it over 
for loft ; on which Caefar taking him by 
the hand, cheerfully faid to him. Don't If ^ 
afraid^ Caefar and his good fortune are with 
iliee. Columbus, amidft many difcourage- 

N 2 ments. 
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nients, abided by bis opinion that there 
was'an America. 

This man imagines faimfelf born un- 
lucky ; .another is as confident of his good 
ImcIc ; a gamefter plays ill the whole even- 
ing, from luck having run againfl: him at 
the beginning, and how (hould it be other- 
wife, as now doing nothing but with dif- 
compofurjs and anxiety; and this irrefo- 
lutionex^pofes him to the difcouraging con- 
tempt of the company* The latter being 
lucky, follows whither fortune leads4 
afucceffive flow of good luck raifes him to 
that higher degree of hope known by the 
name of confidence, and this gains him 
the animating applaufcs of the company. 
This confidence ia 'One's felf produces 
patience and perfeverance, and in the 
fanguine emulation to eclipfe by more 
important deferts the reputation we have 
already gained. But the greateft fouls are 
thofe, who^ fcnfible of the viciflitudes of 
fublunary things, are never infolent ia 
j)ro(pprity, nor difpiritcd in adverfity. 

iF&OM 
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From hence it appears, that a generous 
felf-efteem is of great influence towards 
raifing ourfelves above human weaknefles, 
exerting our capacities in praife-worthy 
undertakings, oppofing all fervite Aiggef* 
tions, trampling under foot the feduce- 
ments to vice, attending to the call of 
one's deftination ^ adneriiig to compofure 
in adverfity, and never departing, from 
confidence in good fortune. 

It is of infinite importance^ that thi^ 
elevation of fentiment, this confidence in 
one's abilities,, fhould. be cultivated even. 
in early youth. The love of what is good',, 
beautiful, and great, ihould be feduloufly 
inculcated into young perfons. Virtut 
is to be repretbnted to them in aiFe£iing 
inftances ;. they are to be talked to by tlif 
burin and pencil.; a fondnefs for glory 
is to be imprefled on them by hiftorical ^ 
paintings, and their pafSons to be inflamei 
by fenfitive obje«£ls. In Swiflerland, I/a- 
vater's fongs, and Hirtzel's manual of' 
the hiftory of the Helvetian confedef'acy^ with 

N 3 cucs,^ 
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cutfiy are put into the hands of youth, ^s' 
leprefeming to them thofe times when< 
iioblexiers of foul was efteemed above all 
thing^^. when a general regard was paid^ 
to good morals, and when heroic virtues 
• were crowned with univerfal glory. Youth,, 
«arly.ypjath, is fufceptible of that glorious- 
fire which glowed in the heroes of anti- 
equity, and. of a noble emulation, to pluck 
wreaths of laurel at the fame places whick 
produced thofe .of their celebrated. anceftors«. 
A moral piece of painting, the narrative 
of a virtuous a£tion, take immediate efFed] 
,the youth admires and pants to imitate. 

JLemarkable pafl'ages of hiftory.rcpre*^ 
fented iti paintings of a good execution;; 
the liyes of famous men, as thofe by Plu- 
taTch and Cafpar Hirtzel, and Gefner's. 
poems, here, nature and fublimity being 
charmingly united, have furprifmg effe<3s 
with young folks, ff^ili m^.Hfe be written 
too? [aid a fon bf mine, in his fixth year,^ 
to his mother, who was explaining to him. 
Plutarch's liyjes.. Every boy, howiever 

mean« 
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mean in his defcent, if thoroughly affefteJ 
by the genius or virtues of eminentmen, is 
for being fuch himfelf. The fame virtues 
will fpring up in his heart, he will afpire 
after thofe places which thofe great men' 
iiUed with fo much glory to them- 
felves. This impulfe often declares itfelf 
in tears, which every fenfible father, I hope, 
will reward with many fond embraces. 
Themiftocles was but very young when 
the Greeks obtained the fignal viflory of 
Marathon over the Perfiansj and Mil- 
tiades being every where extolled as the 
perfon to whom that victory was owing, 
Themiftocles, of a fudden, grew very 
filent and penfive, foregoing all juvenilr 
diverlions, that his friends could not for-^ 
bear afking the caufe of fo ft range an alte- 
ration. His anfwer was, the, trophies of 
Miltiades will not allow me any rejl night or 
day. Thucydides, the hiftorian, when lit- 
tle more than a boy, is faid to have flied 
tears on hearing Herodotus publicly read- 
ing bis hittory at Olympia, with the uni- 

• N 4 verfalp 
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verfal applaufe of the illuftrious company 
then aflembled in that city. Many took 
offence at Periclcs's gravity and referved- 
nefs, reviling it as intolerable pride. The 
philofopher Ztno advifed them to be as 
proud as he, that this, deportment might 
kindre in them a like culture of intellec- 
tual and moral beauty, and infenfibly 'ac- 
cuftom them to the pra£kice of it. De« 
mofthenes, when only in his teens, was 
(o ftricken with the reputation which Ca^ 
Iiftrates acquired only by one pleadings 
and conceived fo high an idea of the power 
of eloquence, that immediately betaking 
himfelf to retirement, he laid afide all other 
affairs that he might totally devote him- 
Sc]{ to oratory. Greece owed theforma-r 
tion of many heroes to Homer. How 
fond Alexander wars of that great poet's, 
works is well known. Caefar, on feeing 
a ftatue of Alexander in^ the temple of 
Hercules at Cadiz, could not forbear tears. 
They indeed flowed from ambition, not 
Yirtue,^ that Alexander (hould have attain- 
ed 
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^ to fuch power and reputation, and he 
^imfelf ftill fo infignificant. The fpirit 
of that future fubverter of Roman liberty, 
(hewed itfdf in what be faid paffing thro* 
a poor country town. / had rather be the 
frft man in this hole than ihefccond in Rome^ 
The repetition of thefe inftances ftreng- 
thens and elevates the mind- of youth, and 
improves its fprings; animated by thati 
generous defure of fame whicby when iacr< 
companied by virtue, never fails producing^ 
great things, it fees nothing beyond its at-< 
tainment ; whereas an infenfibility to thefe* 
Mnpreffions is a certain token of a foil from; 
which nothing great is to be expe£led»* 
The Spartans were very attentive to kin- 
die this noble flame in. their children. A. 
reprimand was to be matter of grief to 
them, and they were to rejoice in com- 
mendation. Accordingly, he who fliewed 
bimfelf indifferent to either, was account- 
ed a good-for-nothing creature, a dead 
weight to the community. It is ff<nn 
mai^ims of this kind that the dukp lie 

N 5 Choifeul 
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Choifeul has lately defired a well-quallfie<l: 
perfon to make a colledlion of fine fayings^ 
and praife-worthy anions of French offi*- 
ccrs and foldiers for the ufe of the mili- 
taqr fchool at Paris, a book wluch cannot: 
bil of producing good martialifts. 

All thefe confiderations, tdcen collec* 
tively, evidence the importance of a na- 
tion's putting a due value on itfelf, and": 
that its nK>ft defirable advantage, a love 

. to one's country, is nearly connected witb 
a wellrgi^unded natural pride. If the- 
example of a fingle individual kindles in: 
us generous refolutions, what may not be- 
expe^d from the accumulated examples 

' elf a whole nation ? Great a£lion8 in the' 
field and adminiftration, imprint this pa- 
triotic love on the heart, penetrating us 
with the moft profound veneration fofir 
thofe men who were fufceptible of the 
pleafure of dying for one's country, and- 
who did not withdraw from its fervice^ 
though difappointed in their juft expeSa-^ 
tions,, and who,, in a, courfe of perfever ing 
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zeal for the honour of virtue, and. their 
country's rights, braved the envy and ma- 
lice of their perverfe countrymen. The 
admiration of fuch men (hould be incul- 
cated and cherifhed in a nation whichi 
Would acquire a proper efteem ; that, and 
only that, being adequate to the great 
cfefign. 

An imitative .pride arifing from fuclv 
magnanimous examples,, tranfmitted tO' 
pofterity with elegance and fidelity, give 
the people a claim to immortality. This 
it v^as that infpired the generality among, 
the Greeks' and Romans virith fuch fublime 
fentiments. The love to their country was 
interwoven with their religion, politi| 
conftitution and manners.. The wor5 
tria was the foul of the community, it* 
was their war cry, the harmony of- 
their private life, and the fpring of all their 
atchievements. It inflamed their poets,- 
orators, and magiftrates. The. thcatr©. 

• 

and the aflcmblies of the people rang-'wrth 
that word, and public* monuments im- 

N 6 preiTed 
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prefled it on pofterity ; whereas in modem 
times whole nations have often fliewed 
themfelves totally void of any fuch fenii- 
bility. Patrioti(m has taken up its refi- 
<)ence in more than one noonarchy, and in 
many a republic appears to be laid afide 
among antiquated notions. 

Whilst whole nations placed their ho- 
nour in freedom y and their freedom in 
grcatnefs of fentiments ; patriotifm,.among^ 
fuch nations, was the highefif moral plea-^ 
fure. The very words my country carried 
power and harmony j it contaiaed what- 
ever could awaken and elevate the fouk 
It took away the fling from death, and 
fr6m;;luxury wrefted all its allurements ^ 
every heart burnt for its country *. Inu- 

ured 



* The following lines, indeed* have no immediate 
bufineft here^ yet, it is hoped, fuch an intrufion will 
Aot offend. 

. Beyond or love or friendfliip*s facred band>. 
Beyond Qiy(e)f I prize my native land. 

Qa 
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vred to hardfhips, mfenfibre to their own^ 
perfonal misfortunes, and confequently 
more intent oi> the general good, the 
centre of their wiflies was the benefit of 
their country ; they poftponed the advanw 
tage of their parents to its honour, and 
private concerns gave way to the public. 
SufSiciently happy and honoured were they^ 
if the republic did but ilourifh. All pri^ 
vate competitions and enmities were laid 
ailde ; and whea the public good feemed 
to require that facrifice, they laboured to 
promote the intereft of their greateft ad- 
verfaries; if injured by their country, they 
readily forgot the offence, and had its 
welfare at heart when fufFering by its in- 
juflice. At the altar of their country they 

broke 



On this foundation will I build my fame. 
And emulate the Greek and Roman name. 
Think England^s weal bought chiefly with my 

blood, * 

And die with pleafure for my country^s good. 

Hastings in Ja^db Shor£.. 
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broke the bands of afFe£tion towards h^ 
ther, mother, chHdren and relations ; they 
renounced every thing which might lull 
them into an efFemlnate repofe. Their en- 
quiry was never about the number of the 
enemy, but the place where he was to be 
met with, and they ran to thofe pofis. 
which, to their gallant anceilor8,.had been, 
the poft of honour and of death. 

Every Athenian, on his entrance into 
his one and twentieth year, or inrollment, 
took the following oath as a citizen. 

/ win not difgrace my f elf in war \ I will 
not go about to fave my life bya /hameful 
fight \ I will fight for my country to the very 
lajl drop of my bloody both with my country^ 
men or alone circumjiances fo requiring j to 
this fervice ivill I devote all the days of my 
life. This Ifwear by Agraules^ Mars^ ani^ 
Jupiter. 

Thrasibulus, who, after the Pelopo- 
nefian war, delivered bis country from the 
power of the thirty Lacedemonian tyrants, 
called to his men. Let us fight like people, 

wAa. 
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who by vlSiory will nfcue their poffejjions^. 
their family^ and their country \ and let every 
one in particular fo Jignalizi himfelfj that he 
may think thefe great advantages^ and the 
honour of the vi^ory^ are owing to his a6ti^ 
*oity and courage* Happy he who furvives 
to enjoy this glory ^ and this day of his deli" 
verance ; and not lefs happy he who /hall free 
himfelf from this fervitude by dying. Na^ 
monument fo glorious as dying for om^ s conn-^ 

try. 

The Lacedemonians met with fo many 

defeats in the fecond war iVith the Mefle- 
nians, that the fpirit, even of that martial- 
people, began to flag, and they apprehend^- 
cd themfeJves at the eve of their final 
overthrow. In this exigency, the oracle 
of Delphi being confulted, returned this 
mortifying anfwer. Let the Lacedemonians 
apply to the Athenians to fend them a man 
whoy by his abilities and his councily fhould 
he able to retrieve their affairs. The Athe- 
nians, as a derifory compliance with their 
dismaad)^ fent them Tyrteus the poet. The 

l4?cedc- 
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Lacedemonians, however, received him 
as a prefent from heaven ; but three fuc- 
ceflive defeats threw them into extreme 
defpair, that they were preparing to return 
to Sparta. Tyrteus vehemently oppofed 
this refolution, and laboured, l^ patriotic 
hymns, to revive the difpirited Spartans^ 
His poefy fuccceded, infpiring every heart 
with the love of their country, and a con- 
tempt. o£ death, that, falling^ on the Mef- 
fenians with a frantic courage, they ob^ 
tained a complete vidory. 

Epaminondas, the Theban, when ly^- 
iflg on the ground mortally .wounded with 
a fpear at the battle of Leuftra, all that 
troubled him. was, the event of the battle,, 
and what was become of bis arms ; but 
on his fhield being held up. to him,, and 
with afTurances that the day. had gone on. 
the Theban fide, he faid to the by-ftanders 
with a cheerful countenance. Let n$t this, 
dayy friends^ he conjidered as the end of my, 
Ufey but as the beginning of my happinefs 
and ths confummation of my ghry. I hav€. 
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tlie fattsfaSiion of having my country viSio^ 

riousy haughty Sparta humbled^ and Greect 

freed. Then drawing the fpear out of 

his breaft, he expired *i. 

After 



* Will not the following tranra6lion bear a com^ 
parifon with mod exploits perfonned by antient va^ 
lour, iirom which our examples arc generally bor- 
rowed, as if every thing great or good had expired 
with the Greeks and Romans ? 

When fort Feibamp was taken by Biron from the 
league^ in the gatriibn that was turned out of it« 
there was a gentleman, called Bois-rofe, who mak?> 
ing an exa^ obfervation of the place, and having 
concerted his fcheme, contrived to get two fbldiers, 
whom he had bound to his intereft to be received in^^- 
to the new garrifbn of Fefcamp. The fide of the 
fort next thcfea jcs a perpendicular rock, fix hundre<f 
feet high, the bottom of which, for about the heighlb 
of twelve feet, ia continually und^sr water, except 
four or five days in the year,, during the utQioft rece0 
of the fca, when for the ^ace of three or four hour^ 
it leaves fifteen or twenty fathom of di^, faijd at thC: 
foot of the rock. Bois-rofe, who found It. impoflv- 
ble by any other way to furprife a gai'n^n which 
guarded with great care a place lately taken, did 
9o.t doubt of accompliihing hi^ d^^gn,, if he coul4 

«It«it 
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After this fevere defeat, the Spartarr 
women) whofe Tons had fallen in the aAioit 
went in proceffion decked with flowers, ta 

thank: 



enter by that fide, wKFch was thought inacceflible. 
^Tbis he endeavoured by the fbllowing contrivance 
to perform. 

He had agreed upon a (ignal vnth the two foldiers, 
Whom he had corrupted*, and one of them waited 
continually upon the top of the rpck, where he poft- 
kd hlmfelf during the whole time diat it was low 
^ater, Bois-rofe taking the opportunity of "a very- 
dark night, came with fifty refolute men', chofen 
itom amongft the foldiers, in two large boats, to the 
ibot of the rock. He had provided himfelf with a. 
liiick cable, equal in. length- to the height of the 
rock, and tying knots at equal< diftances^ run fhort 
flicks through, to ferve to fupport them as they 
climbed. The fold icr whom he had gained, having 
waited fix month* for the fignal, no fooner perceived 
it, than hp let down a cord from the top of the preci- 
pice, to which thofe below fafteiied the cable, by 
which means it was wound'up to the top, and made- 
fkft to an opening in the battlement, with a'ftrong 
crow, run through an iron flaple for that purpofe- 
[ Sois-rofc giving the lead to two feijeants whoffe cou- 
Wge. he was well convinced of,, ordered the fifty 

ibldler^ 
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Ihank the gods for making them the mo- 
thers of fuch brave fons ; whilft, on the 
ether hand» thofe mothsrs whofe fons had 

favcd" 



foldiers to mount the ladder in the fame manner,, 
one after another, with their weapons tied round 
their bodies, himfelf bringing up the rear, to take 
away all hope of returning $ which indeed foon be- 
came impoflible-, for before they had afcended half 
way, the fea rifing more than fix feet, carried off 
their boats, and fet ^eir cable a floating. The ne<» 
ceflity of withdrawing from a difEcult enterprize is 
not always a fecurity againft fear, when the danger 
appears alraoft inevitable. If the mind reprefents 
ta itfelf thefe fifty men, fufpended between heaven 
imd. earth,^ in the middt. cf. darknefs,. tru (ling, their 
iafety to a machine fe infecure, that the lead want 
of caution, the treactiery of a mercenary foldier^ or 
the flighteft fear might precipitate them into the 
abyfs of the fea, or dafli them againft the rocks $^ 
add to this the noife of the waves, the height of the 
rock, their wearinefs and exhaufled fpirits, it will 
not appear furprifing that the boldeft. of them trem- 
ble, as in efkR he who was foremoft did. This. 
ferjeant telling the next man that he rould mount 
no higher, and that his heart failed him, Bois-rofe,. 
to. whom this difcourfe ^afled from mouth to mouth,. 
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faved thcmfelves by flight, hid themfelves 
in their houfes, aihamed of having given 
birth to men who would fly firom an 

enemy. 

The epitaph of the flain at the famous 
aftion of Thermopilae, was only this: 
Traveller J inform the Lacedemonians^ that we 
Ue here inpurfuance of the laws of our country.. 
And the common anfwer of a Spartan wo- 
man on hearing of herfon's lofing his life* 
in battle, was, // was for that very purpofe 

he was korn^ 

The. 



and who perceived the truth of it .by their advancing^ 
no higher, crept over the bodies of thofe who were-, 
before him, adviiing each to keep firm, and got up. 
to the foremofty whofe fpirits he at firft endeavoured^ 
to animate ; but finding that gei^tlenefs would noti 
prevail, he obliged, him to. mount by pricking him.. 
ill the back with his polnard; and doubtlefb, if het 
had not. obeyed him he would have precipitated him« 
into the fea. At length, with incredible labour and 
fatigue, they got to the top of thO»)ck,. a little be- 
fore break of day, and being conducted by the twa 
ibldiers into the caftle, made themfelves mafterib 
«£ it». SvLxy^s Mem.oib^». 
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"The Privernates, a trib« of the Volfcians, 
had for liberty tluA country^ thofe watch- 
words of all free nations, maintained obfti- 
nate and bloody wars againft the Romans, 
till being unable to keep the field, they 
Ihut themfelves up in their city, where the 
conful Plautiu^ haftened to befiege them. 

This gallant people, after holding out 
to the laft extremity, fent a deputation to 
Rome with propofals of peace. On the 
fenate afkii^ the deputies what chaftife- 
ment they thought they haddeferved : The 
chaftifement, anfwered they, due to thofe 
who looked upon themfelves as defervingoF 
freedom, and who as fuch, had done all 
they could to preferye that valuable inheri- 
tance J but, replied the conful, if R.ome is 
pleafed to {hew you favour, may we pro- 
mife ourfefves that you will faithfully 0I}- 
ferve the peace ? Yes you may, returned 
the deputies, as far as the conditions of the 
peace are equitable and humane, and fuch 
Tis we need not blufh at j bat, if it be a 
difgraceful peace, you are not to imagine 

that 
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that if ncceffity now forces us to clofe 
-with it, that will be of any weight towards 
the obfcrvance of it. This anfwer, fomc 
fenators fpoke againft as haughty^ but Wi- 
thers, of more noble fentiments^ highly ex- 
tolled the deputies, and moved for a refoiu- 
tion of the fenate, that enemies, whom fuch 
trying adverfities could not difpirit, de- 
ferved the honour to be made freemen of 
Rome. 

History holds forth examfdes of this 
' Jcind as perpetual documents for pofterity« 
They awaken in every generous temper, 
an irrefiftible fenfe of the duties owing to 
our country ; and the tradition of thefe 
inftances is only the propagation of the 
national pride arifing from a real pre- 
eminence. 

The efFe£l of propagating a generous 
national pride is that the love of one's coun- 
' try germi,nates in every heart ; it is what 
all hearts are capable of, and all, by the 
power of fuch images and inftances, are 
carried away to an heroic accomplifliment 

of 
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•of fuch obligation. The continual retro- 
^e6): towards our anceftors^and the continual 
profpciS towards pofterity, are alternately 
the caufes and eiFe£b of this pride and 
patriotifm. A fterling man would rather 
die than commit an a^ion at which his fa- 
mily n^uft blufh when he is in the grav« ; 
-and, on the other hand, nothing gives him 
a more delicious pleafure than to think that 
his virtues will be an honour to his defcen- 
^ants. 

When "by the revival of fuch fentiments, , 

a nation's manner of thinking takes a new 

flight, the behaviour of the people will be 

proportionaWy virtuous and great, and con^ 

fonant to this new mode of thinking. 

With univerfal contempt will he be loaded 

who, w expeftation of feating himfelf in 

fome important poft of the republic, ne- 

!gleds cultivating a free, virtdous, and noble 

way of thinking. Integrity will alwap 

make the common good its rule of conduct:, 

however clamoured againft by contraAed 

minds, for not being biafied by the in- 

tereft 



a88 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

• 

tereft of their families. All inequalities of 
ftations will lofe their difagreeablenefs 
where all are centred in one political virtue, 
where all are united, and defiie to be look- 
ed on only in the glorious light of a pa* 
triot. Attachment to one's country will 
no longer reft on the uncertainty, whether 
I could not be happier in another country;^ 
the majority,' if not all, will take up with 
mere necefTaries for the fake of remaining 
in one's countiY- Every one will obey 
fuperiors more from inclination than fub- 
jedtion, rather from affe^'on than duty. 
The government, inftead of being only 
the foul of many bodies, will be the foul 
of fouls. 

These advantages will ftill appear more 
ftriking, if placing them in another, point 
of view, I confider the importance of 
cultivating a generous pride among a na- 
tion in bad circumftances. 

This generous national pride has mani- 
feftly declined, when the advantages gain- 
ed, by the virtues of anceftors are loft by 

the 
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vices of the defcendants. Times are ftrange- 
ly altered ! is a very common faying. 
Times are indeed altered for a nation, 
which priding itfelf only on the ftrength of 
its members, may, under the prefent im* 
provements in the art of killing, be cut ofF 
in one fingle a£Hon ; and no man in his 
fenfes queftions the indifpenfible utility of 
the flaughtering art of war. But free-born 
nations, befide handling their arms, muft 
like wife have a foul, and a proper mode of 
thinking y and chefe cannot be drubbed in* 
to them at the drill -place. 

In this refpeft the change of times en- 
:creafes the necefSty of anceftrial patriotifm. 
Though courage and zeal for the ftate, 
too often grow out of fafhion, yet never 
are they unnecefiary,.as denoting ftrength. 
Thus if a nation feems to lofe its fpirit 
from the foil being no longer manured 
with the blood of its fons, when the noble 
fire firft kindled by the love of liberty dies 
away under an aln^oft general reminhefs, 
and ftoth is chofen for the laft intrench- 

O meni| 
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ment $ wbent from a habit of luxury and 
fear, all the fap and ftrength of the mind 
exhales j when enormous expences render 
avarice a heceflary evil ; when cowardice 
raifts to confideration, and courage is ne- 
gleded ; when the people, finding hardineis 
to be of no fervice to them, give into diffi- 
pations and luxury ; when fo much as thofe 
vices which require fome ftrength and eleva- 
tion of mind are wanting ; when a fordid 
felfifhnefs is no longer defpifed ; when the 
ambitious make it their chief bufinefs to 
lefTen their adverfaries byflander, inftead 
of furpaffing them by merit -, in fuch 
wretched circumftances the incentive of 
national pride would not be fo very con- 
temptible a refource for kindling a-new, the 
£re of ancient virtue. 

All wifhes for the revival of an emulous 
pride muft fink in defpair ; if in a free- 
born nation many perfons ihould be 
found, accounting fuch patriots as Phocion 
fools ; looking on a hero with a difdainful 
compaflion ; laughing at encomiums, it not 
being in their nature to perform any thing 

praife- 
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praife-worthy ; fneering at the word free- 
dom ; and who would exclude from the ' 
prefs the fineft monuments of the honour 
of their nation whilft yet untainted, and in 
which the heroic atchievements of their 
anceftors are reprefented in the moft lively 
ccdours, fo as to imprefs all hearts with the 
love of virtue, concord, freedom, religion^ 
their country, the laws, an oppofition to 
the infe£tlon of foreign cuftoms, profufe- 
ne(s, effeminacy and avarice ; and the diction ^ 
of their inveSive muft be owned very fuit- 
able to its fordid fentiment. The old dunghilf 
is not to he Seated again. 

Mr Aebt. a gentleman well known to 
the literati of Germany, and whofe early 
d^ath all lamented, (ays, Jnnab ^f rtpublia 
abound in glmous examples of patriots^ it be^ 
ing of public concern that their great men may 
receive from pojierity the remainder of their r/* 
fvard^ to which the poverty of their cotempora" 
ries was inadequate • Commemoration, gra- 
titude, and imitation, have therefore been 
impofed on us as duties towards our an- 

O 2 ceftors i 
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ceftors ; and thefe duties it is impoffible we 
fiiould difcharge if we look with an indllt- 
fcrent eye on what is jgreat and good in 
their chara6lcrs, much more if we turn our 
eyes from them, and are fo mean-fpirited 
as no longer to glory in fuch a lineage. It 
was only the commemoration of their great 
men, which kept up among the Greeks 
that thirft of honour, that defintercftednefs, 
and attachment to the public good, which 
fpread fuch an infpiring beauty on their 
hiftory. 

The fate of this fo neceflary national 
pride depends on the love of one's country. 
There are occafions when this love is car- 
ried to a warmth which produces' the moft 
excellent fruits ; and at other times, a- 
mong a people no longer fufceptible of li- 
berty, it is chilled even to abfolute fteri- 
llty. Thus death ftretched its icey hand 
over the Athenian liberty, when fuch was 
their weaknefs' and fervility, as to ercS al- 
tars to DemetriujBj'sproftitutes, and topub- 
lifli an edi£l that in Athens all king De- 

metrius's 



Nj\TipNAL PRIDE. 29} 

metrius's orders (hould be held as facred be- 
fore the gods, and juft before men. 

But there are jundlurcs when he who 
thought to fpcnd his days in quiet labour « 
muft wield the fword ; when we are called 
from confining one*s care to one*s fctf ; 
when bullies, fops, and idlers, muft em- 
ploy their time otherwife than in faunter- 
ing about boafting of their amours, their 
perfidioufnefs, their riotous pranks, and 
their notorious infignificancy ; when they 
who think themfelves fit only to command, 
muft learn likewife to obey 5 when fub- 
je£b of genius and fpirit are required to 
ftand forth ; when it is wiihed that the 
words liberty and country refounded from . 
every mouth and the mouth echoe to the 
inflamed heart; when they who in lethargic- 
times by their example put their nation in- 
mindof itshappinefs and glory in the times, 
of fimplicity, virtue, and liberty ; when» 
the plough was guided by triutppb4ntr 
bands, when fuch, I fay, are no Idnger.- 
hooted at as brain-fick enthufiafts. . . ^ 

O 3 A NATION 
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A NATION of courfe, will never lofe its 
honour, without a prior decay cf its virtue, 
and its virtue will ever flouriih with a love 
of one's country, as naturaUy infpiring de- 
corum and fubKmity. 

The pride refting on real excelfencies 
imift be owned, however, to have its dark 
ilde. It is a weighty obiervation of a 
Northern philofopher, and verified by daily 
experience, that there is nothing in hu^ 
man nature fo excellent and pn(ife-worthy» 
which does not, through infinite grada- 
tions, degenerate into the uttermoft depka* 
vity. Thus, it is no more than natural,^ 
that fometimes the extremes of reafonable 
and of ridiculous pride, run kito each other« 

The defeds of the greateft geniufes 
derive from their pride when degenerated 
into vanity. Intoxicated by the flattery of 
their admirers, thefe demi-gods turn the 
deaf car to truth no lels than weak princes; 
infatuated with a fenfe of their real worthy 
they do not confider that this worth of their's 
does not pafs for fuch every where. He 
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who every where courts applaufe, will eve- 
ry where meet with mortifications touch- 
ing him to the quick, that at length he 
will come to look upon himfelf as a being 
by himfelf, and account all others either his 
worlhipers or his rivals* But very juftly 
is it faid by an ancient writer, Tou will not 
bejuft without the reputation of being fo^ thin 
depend upon it, you Jhall often befo with Jhame 
emd mockery. On the other band, the fe- 
cret of the moft artful vanity is only the 
art of gaining a ilame without appearing 
vain or (elf-conceited ; an art, at which 
even the fagacious Cicero himfelf was but 
a bungler. He drew upon himfelf the 
hatred of the Romans by a perpetual pane« 
gyric on himfelf, and trumpeting forth^ 
his a&ions. He made himfelf the text of 
all converfations, and offended the com- 
pany, feeming to be full of himfelf, without 
regarding others. 

Pridb is always mifplaced when it does 
not acquire eftecm. It is manifeft that a 
man habitually proud, cannot poffibly be 

O 4 fo 
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fo from real excellencies, as offending others 
by his pride, making bimfclf every where 
ridiculous and contemptible, and indulging 
himfelf in fuch a fupqrcilious felf-compla- 
cency, till all his acquaintance are provoked, 
to vent their fpleen agaiaft him, both ill 
ofEces and farcafms, for contempt, by way 
of retaliation, is generally keener than that, 
which gave the provocation. 

A MAK of that caft, giddy by feeing him- 
felf at fuch a height, is for imprinting ino- 
thers the refped.for bimfelf of which he 
is fo fuIL He imagines that all about him, 
above him, and beneath him, are dregs, but 
a prime connoifleur in mankinds Sterne, 
the comic romance writer, (ays, in a fer- 
mon of his, that it is: mere malice when 
fortune in one of its merry fteaks, exalts a 
conceited poor devil to the pinnacle of 
grandeur, knowing he will fo murder his 
part, that thedifgufted fpeSators muft.fee. 
him to be the only fool of the play. 

There is no fuch thing as perfe£lion 
upon earth : 

r/;# 
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Th£ heavens have cUuds andfpois are in the fun j 
A fauUlefi virtue i to he found in none. 

Even a devotee is not without temptations 
to impudicity. Great men, as they are 
called, muft not be judged of folely by their 
writings or difcourfes, towards a thorough 
knowledge of them ; their a(£lions, even 
their domeftic behaviour, exhibit them 
in the trueft light The crabbed Cato 
had his miflrefs ; the fublime Marcus An* 
toninus, indulged himfelf in the like gra- 
tification, and the purity of many modern 
philofophers of my acquaintance is not lefs 
exceptionable. The greateft men, are by 
fome weaknefs or other, brought to a level 
with their fellow-creatures. Few are fa 
candid as Antigonus, who, when his fltt- 
terers faluted him as a god and a fon of the 
fun, fmilingly anfwered them. As for the 
truth of that ^ you may afk the fellow whoiemp^ 
ties my clofeJiooL 

O 5 TtiM 
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Thb greateft qualities have an odious 
appearance when accompanied with im-* 
perioafnefs and a contempt of others. 
Contempt is that deportment, by whkh 
ihe haughty openly (hew (heir fenfe of the 
real or imaginary inferiority of another i 
whereas, in a proud roan, contempt is his 
fenfe of the real inferiority of another, but 
which he difcovers or conceals only where 
proper* This (enfe, the moft refined fouls 
cannot exclude, it .being always f|unda- 
mei.tally juft, as no bod^ can take a cat for 
an elephant, or a fly for a mountain ; but 
to expofe the difFerence whete it ought to 
be concealed, is ofFenfive. 

A GENEROUS eftimate of one's felf like- 
wife degenerates fometimes into temerity 
and prefumption. What is fanaticifm but 
a devout prefuniption. Which by an excefs 
of pride and felf-confidence, prompts to an 
intimate approach and convel'fe with thef 
the deity, and foar above the ufual and 
prefcribed order of things ? It is -extremely 
to be lamented, that moralifts are fome-^ 

times 



NATIOWAt PRIDE. 299 

times fubjeft to this temerity, not bal- 
lancing the duties and fuccours, not re- 
flecting that they require impoflibilities, 
and by recommending their chimeras a» 
virtues, throw a (hade on the luftre of real 
vktue, and hurt it's intereft* 

In whole nations likewife a juft pride 
has its exceptions ; there are flaws which 
loudly declare againft it. Great vices ac- 
company great virtues. Every good has 
its evil, and no advantage is without incon- 
veniency. Surely to lay this before a na- 
tion with impartial candour, c^ be no 
crime. Accordingly, my friend, Mr. Ifelin, 
and he is a guide who deferves to be mind- 
ed, (ays, in the preface to his very beauti- 
ful^ but very concife hiftory of Helvetic 
virtues, that every nation (hould propofe a~ 
prize to him, who bed difplays thedefe<fls 
of their conftitution and manners, and like- 
wife the faults of its anceftors. We often 
pride ourfelves on qualities and advantages 
which are not owing to ourfelves. The 
heat and cold of a country ; the heavy or 

O 6 light. 
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light air; the nature of the foil, even of 
the water and the winds ; the manner of 
living and cuftoms, have fo confiderable 
an influence on the qualities pf whole na- 
tions, that very little cin- be originally 
attributed to themfelves. A worthy man 
may indeed be proud of his virtues, as per* 
fonally his own ; but why pride yourfelf 
on your intellcQs, when liable to be irre- 
uievably difordered by fo mainy accidents, 
apparently inconfidcrable ? ' 

W E too feldom take into conftderation 
how little of our honour belongs to our- 
felves. Few have the candour of Antt- 
ochus Soter, who made a jeft of fome tro- 
phies ereded to him. He knew that his* 
vi£lory over the Galatians was owing to 
the dreadful impreffions made oh the ene- 
my by his elephants ; accordingly, inftead 
of* afluming honour to himfelf, he ered^ed 
a monument on the field of battle to thofe 
furious quadrupeds. 

A NATIONAL pride, in itfelfnot culpa- 
ble or ungenerous, yet is known to be pro- 

dudive- 
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'du£live of execrable vices. The Cana* 
dian favage is exceiEv.eIy proud, has a warm 
fehfe of the value of freedom, and in edu- 
cation tolerates nothing which favours of a 
mean fubjeSion ; but to forgive an injury 
is not a virtue of Canadian growth, it is 
looked upon as mere poltroonery. Va-* 
lour conflitutcs his higheft merit, and his 
fwecteft pleafure is revenge. 

Even the love of our country fometimes 
wants a check, artd at other times a ipur ; 
and therefore very juftly* was it faid, that' 
the legiflators of ancient republics labour- 
ed more to imprint, fpread, and ftrcngthen 
the love of one's country among their 
people, than to ftate the limits laid down to 
it by reafon, or rather the manner in which 
reafon was to.guideand dired^.that unruly 
love. 

The Greeks, in the height of their 
profperity, accounted the love of one*s 
country as the principal civil, virtue. To 
a father, a wife, a child, we certainly owe 
a greater (tare of thiat general gdod->^ill 

due 



302 NATIONAL PRIDE. 

due from us to 9M mankind 1 and of that 
love which comprehends the wh^Ie f^ies 
we owe a higher degree, to our country, 
as the fcene of a&ion appointed fay provi*. 
dence in which we are to difcharge every: 
focial obligation*. But thofe modifi- 
cations of our good-will make us not 
feldom hard and unjuft to foreigners, and 
even to fellow-fubje^. It being our duty 
to love all men, we take upon us to love 
Europeans better than the Africans, our 
countrymen better ^jtban foreigners, and 

even 



* From this fentiment the foUowing lines are not 
totally foreign. 

Self-love but fenrcs the virtuous to wake. 
As the fmall pebble ftirs the peaceful lake ; 
The centre mov'dy a circle ftrait Aicceeds, 
Another ftill, and ftiU another ipreads } 
Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace j 
His country next, and next all human race ; 
Wide and more wide th* o^er-flowings of the 

mind. 
Take ev'ry creature in of ev'ry kind. 

^ss^Y ON Man, £p. iv. 
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eten our townfmen better than our coun- 
trymen. By this gradual decleniion of a 
general philanthropy we are led to hate 
trhatever is not conneded with us, by 
Some particular intereft, that at length we 
abfolutely refcind the clofeft ties; a clear 
proof of the malevolence naturally refident 
in the human heart. I know an Euro- 
pean city with a dtftrid containing a large 
and fine country, and completely happy 
under its goyernment j yet fuch is its ex- 
clufive patriotifm, that they with-hold eve- 
ry encouragement from the inhabitants of 
all the other towns in that country, or ex- 
elude them from rewards and honours ; 
and in the fallies of their frantic patriotifm 
wiih them all under water. 

The better patriot, the worfe cofmo* 
polite or philanthropift. A zeal for the 
feparate intereft of our country hardens us 
againft foreigners only for being foreigners, 
and confequently little or nothing in our 
eyes. The primitive Jews were fo wrap- 
ped up in their country as to account 

ftrangers 
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firtngers beneath real goodnefs, or even 
courtefy. The Greeks likewife defpifed 
all foreigners, calling them barbarians, 
and looked on them as born to be their 
(laves, nature having adapted them for 
that fordid condition by giving them lefs 
courage and underftanding. The very 
virtuous Spartans were unjuft and avari* 
tious in their dealings with foreigners. 

A Japonese, (hewing the kaft efteem 
or friend(hip for a Dutchman, is frowned 
on as a falfe brother, entertaining a love 
for other men befides his country. To 
entertain the leaft favourable fentiment 
for a foreigner is an injury to Japan, dif- 
obedience to the emperor's pleafure, a 
breach of the divine will, and rebellion 
againft the diftates of confcience. This 
charge is likewife brought againft the ge- 
nerality of comercial nations, who feem 
to love none but themfelves, entering into 
treaties with the Mediterranean corfairs ; 
and thus facilitating their depredations on 
their weaker neighbours 5 and this for the 

fake 
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fake of fome petty advantage in trade ; a 
bafenefs which human nature fhudders to 
think of. 

We need not, however, be under any 
apprehenfions concerning the bad confe- '** 
quences of patriotifm/ Some hearty well- 
wifliers to the geacral and private good of 
their country there are, making^ it their 
rule of conducS:, whom no hope or fear 
can warp afide from theif obligations to 
the community 5 but how fmall the num- 
ber of thefe, in comparifon of the' anti- '■ 
patriots ! How numerous the tribe who * 
boaft of their oaths and facred duties, 
honours and pofts, while avidity or ambi« 
tion are the ruling motives of ajl their 
a£tions, who on all occaflons bellow 
forth their pa^riotiim, while privately the 
circumfpeft villains receive the wages of 
corruption. And if real patriotifm now 
and then feems to revive, the noble fire 
foon dies away as a tranfitory fafhion, a 
modifh mannerof thinking, embraced only, 
by defultory youth. The ftudcnts of Zu- 

(ich 
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rich now travel about to nuke themfelves 
patriots, as formerly they did to become 
wits. 

Thus, the beft grounded national prideap- 
pears to have very considerable advantages, 
but not without difadvantages flowing 
from thofe very advantages. Virtues and 
vices are often put in motion by the fame 
fpring. It is the philofopher's part to 
make known thefe fprinp, and the legi- 
flator to profit l^ them. Pride is the gem 
of (o many talents and apparent virtues, 
that to deffaoy it is wrong, it fliould only 
be turned to good. 

fTeri mm n9t fraud tvhat mtrit JhffuUw§ 
mifsi 

The EN D. 
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